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Youth Councillors
[bookmark: _Hlk231460853]Youth Cr Emma Fasciani	Youth Mayor
Youth Cr Gabby Charman	Deputy Youth Mayor
Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Osama Akkad
Youth Cr Mannat Sooch
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
Officers
Jacinta Stevens	Executive Manager Office of Council & CEO
Justine Smith	Unit Manager Council Governance

Order of Business

1	Opening	4
1.1	Meeting Opening and Introductions	4
1.2	Apologies/Absent	4
1.3	Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Statement	4
1.4	Youth Council Charter	5
1.5	Acknowledgements	5
2	Declarations of Conflict of Interest	5
3	Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting/s	5
4	Officers' Reports	6
4.1	Advocacy Briefing	6
4.2	Draft Economic Growth Strategy for Feedback	8
4.3	Youth Plan Endorsement	10
4.4	Youth Council Priorities	12
5	Notices of Motion	14
6	General / Urgent Business	14
7	Closure	14

[bookmark: 1__Opening][bookmark: _Toc231472237]
1	Opening	
[bookmark: 1.1__Meeting_Opening_and_Introductions][bookmark: _Toc231472238]1.1	Meeting Opening and Introductions	
The Youth Mayor opened the meeting at 6pm.
 
Welcome to this Youth Council Meeting of 1 June 2026 which is being held in person in the Council Chamber at Civic Centre, 25 Ferres Boulevard, South Morang.
 
I am Emma Fasciani, Youth Mayor and I would like to introduce the Youth Councillors in attendance tonight:

Deputy Youth Mayor, Gabby Charman
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
We also have in attendance Jacinta Stevens, Executive Manager Office of Council & CEO and Justine Smith, Unit Manager Council Governance.

[bookmark: 1.2__Apologies/Absent][bookmark: _Toc231472239]1.2	Apologies/Absent	
Apology: 
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo 
Youth Cr Osama Akkad 

Absent: 
Youth Cr Mannat Sooch

[bookmark: 1.3__Acknowledgement_of_Traditional_Own][bookmark: _Toc231472240]1.3	Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Statement	
The Youth Mayor read the following statement:

“On behalf of Council, I recognise the rich Aboriginal heritage of this country and acknowledge the Wurundjeri Willum Clan and Taungurung People as the Traditional Owners of lands within the City of Whittlesea. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge Elders past, present and emerging.”


[bookmark: 1.4__Youth_Council_Charter][bookmark: _Toc231472241]1.4	Youth Council Charter	
The Youth Mayor read the following Youth Council Charter:

“We, the members of the City of Whittlesea Youth Council, commit to advocating for and being the voice of the youth within our municipality. We ensure a safe space for all, to engage in constructive collaboration on matters affecting young people. We aim to empower and foster community connectedness in our youth so they feel valued and supported to achieve their aspirations.”

[bookmark: 1.5__Acknowledgements][bookmark: _Toc231472242]1.5	Acknowledgements	
The Youth Mayor made the following acknowledgements:

Youth Social Page
Over the last few weeks, members of the Youth Council have been working with Council staff to develop a series of videos for the City of Whittlesea Youth socials page. We look forward to rolling these out shortly.

[bookmark: 2__Declarations_of_Conflict_of_Interest][bookmark: _Toc231472243]2	Declarations of Conflict of Interest	
No declarations.

[bookmark: 3__Confirmation_of_Minutes_of_Previous_][bookmark: _Toc231472244]3	Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting/s	
Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council confirm the Minutes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 4 May 2026, as circulated.

	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Gabrielle Charman

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Alana Luscombe


THAT the Youth Council confirm the Minutes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 4 May 2026, as circulated.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis joined the meeting at 6:03pm. 
[bookmark: 4__Officers'_Reports][bookmark: _Toc231472245]
4	Officers' Reports	
[bookmark: 4.1__Advocacy_Briefing][bookmark: _Toc231472246]4.1	Advocacy Briefing	
4.1 Advocacy Briefing

Director/Executive Manager:	Director Customer & Corporate Services

Report Author:	Chief Customer Officer

In Attendance:	Acting Director Customer & Corporate Services
	Acting Chief Customer Officer 
	Unit Manager Advocacy & Research
	Advocacy & Stakeholder Engagement Advisor
Executive Summary
This briefing is to inform the Youth Council of the role the Advocacy Team in liaising with all levels of Government, industry and the community in seeking funding and support for major initiatives, as well as championing key policy changes.  The session will also be used to highlight the City of Whittlesea’s Advocacy Prospectus 2025-29 and the campaign for the upcoming Victorian State Election in November 2026.
Officers’ Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council note the functions ahead of the State Election.

Youth Cr Suad Issa moved the Officers' Recommendation as the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Suad Issa

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis



THAT the Youth Council note the functions ahead of the State Election.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Nil



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Emma Fasciani
Youth Cr Gabrielle Charman
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil




[bookmark: 4.2__Draft_Economic_Growth_Strategy_for][bookmark: _Toc231472247]
4.2	Draft Economic Growth Strategy for Feedback	
4.2 Draft Economic Growth Strategy for Feedback

Director/Executive Manager:	Director Planning & Development

Report Author:	Industry Development Officer

In Attendance:	Manager Economic Development 
	Unit Manager Investment Attraction & Growth
	Industry Development Officer
Executive Summary
This report and presentation (Attachment 1) provide an overview of the draft Economic Growth Strategy 2026–2036 (Attachment 2) and seek the Youth Council’s feedback as part of public consultation.

The draft Economic Growth Strategy 2026–2036 sets out how Council will support economic growth over the next ten years. It replaces the Strong Local Economy Strategy 2022–2026 and is guided by Whittlesea 2040: A Place for All.

Economic development matters because it helps create local jobs, strengthen skills and training pathways, and support the services and infrastructure young people rely on as the community grows.

The draft Strategy is structured around four Key Directions:
· Skills and Knowledge for the Future. 
· Investment and Infrastructure for Industry Growth. 
· Business Growth and Innovation. 
· Vibrant and Inclusive Economy. 

The draft Strategy has been informed by community engagement and targeted stakeholder input. A supporting background paper consolidates engagement findings with research and data analysis to provide the evidence base. The background paper can be found on the draft Strategy Engage page as reference.

In the Youth Council session, members will be asked for feedback on the draft Strategy, including what would help young people access local jobs, training and business opportunities. This feedback will be considered alongside broader public consultation to finalise the Economic Growth Strategy 2026–2036.
Officers’ Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council provide feedback on the draft Economic Growth Strategy 2026-2036. 

Youth Cr Hemal Sharma moved the Officers' Recommendation as the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Hemal Sharma

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall


 
THAT the Youth Council provide feedback on the draft Economic Growth Strategy 2026-2036. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Nil



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Mayor, Emma Fasciani
Deputy Youth Mayor, Gabrielle Charman
Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil




[bookmark: 4.3__Youth_Plan_Endorsement][bookmark: _Toc231472248]
4.3	Youth Plan Endorsement	
4.3 Youth Plan Endorsement

Director/Executive Manager:	Director Community Wellbeing

Report Author:	Youth Development Officer

In Attendance:	Youth Development Coordinator
	Youth Development Officer
Executive Summary
The City of Whittlesea is currently developing the Youth Plan 2026–2029, which will guide Council's work with and for young people over the next three years. The draft Plan has been informed by extensive engagement with young people, schools, community organisations and stakeholders across the municipality.

As CoW’s peak youth advisory body, Youth Council has an important role in ensuring the draft priorities reflect the experiences, aspirations and needs of young people. Youth Councillors are therefore being invited to review the draft priorities of the Youth Plan and provide feedback on the proposed focus areas and language used throughout the document.

Specifically, Youth Council is being asked to:
· Review the draft Youth Plan priorities. 
· Provide a 200–250 word statement to Youth Services team, and Councillor Support Officer prior to the Youth Council meeting, outlining Youth Council's support for the proposed priorities and direction of the Youth Plan.
· Provide feedback for consideration on whether the priorities reflect the needs of young people in the City of Whittlesea, and consider whether the language and messaging are clear, engaging and youth-friendly.

Feedback received from Youth Council will be considered as part of the finalisation process before the Youth Plan is presented to Council for adoption.
Officers’ Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council:
1. Review the draft Youth Plan priorities. 
2. Provide feedback for consideration on:
a) whether the priorities reflect the needs of young people in the City of Whittlesea, and consider whether the language and messaging are clear, engaging and youth-friendly; and
b) the statement outlining Youth Council's support for the proposed priorities and direction of the Youth Plan.
3. Note the Youth Plan will be brough back to the July meeting for approval. 

Youth Cr Gabrielle Charman moved the Officers' Recommendation as the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Gabrielle Charman

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar


 
THAT the Youth Council:
1. Review the draft Youth Plan priorities. 
2. Provide feedback for consideration on whether the priorities reflect the needs of young people in the City of Whittlesea, and consider whether the language and messaging are clear, engaging and youth-friendly. 
3. Develop a 200–250 word statement outlining Youth Council's support for the proposed priorities and direction of the Youth Plan.
4. Formally endorse the Youth Plan at the July meeting on behalf of young people across the municipality. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Nil



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Mayor, Emma Fasciani
Deputy Youth Mayor, Gabrielle Charman
Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil






[bookmark: 4.4__Youth_Council_Priorities][bookmark: _Toc231472249]
4.4	Youth Council Priorities	
4.4 Youth Council Priorities

Director/Executive Manager:	Director Community Wellbeing

Report Author:	Youth Development Officer

In Attendance:	Youth Development Officer
	Councillor Support Officer
Executive Summary
The purpose of this report is to commence the process of establishing the key priority areas for the 2026–2027 Youth Council term.

As an advisory body to Council, Youth Council plays an important role in identifying issues, opportunities and emerging concerns affecting young people across the City of Whittlesea. Establishing a set of shared priorities will help guide Youth Council discussions, projects, advocacy and engagement activities over the next two years.

Earlier in this meeting, Youth Council considered the draft priorities of the Youth Plan 2026–2029. The Youth Plan consultation findings provide valuable insight into the issues currently impacting young people across the municipality and may assist Youth Councillors in identifying areas they would like to champion throughout their term.

Youth Councillors are invited to begin reflecting on the issues they believe are most important to young people and to discuss these with their peers, schools, workplaces, sporting clubs and community networks before the July 2026 meeting.

Youth Council is required to provide Youth Services team and Councillor Support officer it’s its priority areas for the 2026–2027 term prior to the July Youth Council meeting.
Officers’ Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council:
1. Note the information contained within this report and commence consideration of priority issues, topics and areas of focus for the 2026–2027 Youth Council term. 
2. Undertake consultation with peers and community networks prior to the July 2026 Youth Council meeting. 
3. Provide Youth Services team and Councillor Support Officer Youth Council priorities by 3 July 2026 for discussion and approval at the July 2026 Youth Council meeting.


Youth Cr Theresa Yan moved the Officers' Recommendation as the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Theresa Yan

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Clare Joseph


 
THAT the Youth Council:
1. Note the information contained within this report and commence consideration of priority issues, topics and areas of focus for the 2026–2027 Youth Council term. 
2. Undertake consultation with peers and community networks prior to the July 2026 Youth Council meeting. 
3. Provide Youth Services team and Councillor Support Officer Youth Council priorities by 3 July 2026 for discussion and approval at the July 2026 Youth Council meeting.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Nil



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Mayor, Emma Fasciani
Deputy Youth Mayor, Gabrielle Charman
Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil







[bookmark: 5__Notices_of_Motion][bookmark: _Toc231472250]
5	Notices of Motion	
No Notices of Motion

[bookmark: 6__General_/_Urgent_Business][bookmark: _Toc231472251]6	General / Urgent Business	
No Urgent Business

[bookmark: 7__Closure][bookmark: _Toc231472252]7	Closure	

There being no further business the Mayor formally closed the meeting at 7:24pm.

Confirmed this on 6th day of July 2026.




___________________________
Emma Fascinai
Youth Mayor




	20 | 20


image1.jpeg




image2.png
Artwork ® Mandy Nicholson, 2017

I\ HVAWA' \ A\ AN ©ONNN\ NS>t 7 V) / 8 AL




image3.png
City of Whittlesea

Youth Council
minutes

@ sc%uajl:esea

\\ B \ R\ NN\ & P




