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Youth Councillors
Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Osama Akkad
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Gabby Charman
Youth Cr Emma Fasciani
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Mannat Sooch
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
Officers
Jacinta Stevens	Executive Manager Office of Council & CEO
Justine Smith	Unit Manager Council Governance

Order of Business

1	Opening	4
1.1	Meeting Opening and Introductions	4
1.2	Apologies/Absent	4
1.3	Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Statement	4
1.4	Youth Council Charter	5
1.5	Acknowledgements	5
2	Declarations of Conflict of Interest	5
3	Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting/s	5
4	Officers' Reports	6
4.1	Coulstock Street Place Plan	6
4.2	Draft Community Action Plan 2026-27	8
4.3	Youth Council Terms of Reference Amendments	10
5	Notices of Motion	12
5.1	Deputy Youth Mayor Age Review	12
6	General / Urgent Business	14
7	Closure	14

[bookmark: 1__Opening][bookmark: _Toc230185082]
1	Opening	
[bookmark: 1.1__Meeting_Opening_and_Introductions][bookmark: _Toc230185083]1.1	Meeting Opening and Introductions	
The Youth Mayor opened the meeting at 6pm.

Welcome to this Youth Council Meeting of 4 May 2026 which is being held in person in the Council Chamber at Civic Centre, 25 Ferres Boulevard, South Morang.

I am Emma Fasciani, Youth Mayor and I would like to introduce the Youth Councillors in attendance tonight:

Deputy Youth Mayor, Gabby Charman
Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall 
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan

We also have in attendance Executive Manager Office of Council & CEO, Jacinta Stevens and Unit Manager Council Governance, Justine Smith.

[bookmark: 1.2__Apologies/Absent][bookmark: _Toc230185084]1.2	Apologies/Absent	
Apology:
Youth Cr Osama Akaad 
Youth Cr Mannat Sooch

[bookmark: 1.3__Acknowledgement_of_Traditional_Own][bookmark: _Toc230185085]1.3	Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Statement	
The Youth Mayor read the following statement:

“On behalf of the Youth Council, I recognise the rich Aboriginal heritage of this country and acknowledge the Wurundjeri Willum Clan and Taungurung People as the Traditional Owners of lands within the City of Whittlesea.

I would also like to acknowledge Elders past, present and emerging.”


[bookmark: 1.4__Youth_Council_Charter][bookmark: _Toc230185086]1.4	Youth Council Charter	
The Youth Mayor read the following Youth Council Charter:

“We, the members of the City of Whittlesea Youth Council, commit to advocating for and being the voice of the youth within our municipality. We ensure a safe space for all, to engage in constructive collaboration on matters affecting young people. We aim to empower and foster community connectedness in our youth so they feel valued and supported to achieve their aspirations.”

[bookmark: 1.5__Acknowledgements][bookmark: _Toc230185087]1.5	Acknowledgements	
The Youth Mayor made the following acknowledgements:

Welcome Caleb Whitehall
The Youth Council would like to formally welcome our newest Youth Council member, Caleb Whitehall. Caleb joined the Youth Council on 15 April. Congratulations Caleb and we look forward to working with you during this Youth Council term. Also, Happy Birthday to Caleb.

City of Whittlesea Community Festival
In March, some members of the Youth Council attended the Community Festival, which was held here on the Civic Centre lawns in South Morang. I was honoured to be able to present the City of Whittlesea Community Award for Young Citizen of the Year to Mia Llewellyn. We would also like to extend our congratulations to our very own Youth Councillor, Ahmed Abumeis, who was awarded the Access and Inclusion Citizen of the Year award. Ahmed is a very deserving recipient of this award for all the work he does across the community to promote inclusion and strengthen community connections. Well done Ahmed. 

[bookmark: 2__Declarations_of_Conflict_of_Interest][bookmark: _Toc230185088]2	Declarations of Conflict of Interest	
No declarations.

[bookmark: 3__Confirmation_of_Minutes_of_Previous_][bookmark: _Toc230185089]3	Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting/s	
Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council confirm the Minutes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 2 March 2026, as circulated.

	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Charlize Pommier

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Hemal Sharma


THAT the Youth Council confirm the Minutes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 2 March 2026, as circulated.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
[bookmark: 4__Officers'_Reports][bookmark: _Toc230185090]
4	Officers' Reports	
[bookmark: 4.1__Coulstock_Street_Place_Plan][bookmark: _Toc230185091]4.1	Coulstock Street Place Plan	
4.1 Coulstock Street Place Plan

Director/Executive Manager:	Director Infrastructure & Environment

Report Author:	Senior Urban Designer

In Attendance:	Unit Manager Urban Design & Placemaking 
	Senior Urban Designer  
Executive Summary
The purpose of this report is to give an overview of the Coulstock Street Place Plan project and proposed community engagement approach.
Officers’ Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council:
1. Note the project scope and next steps.
2. Provide feedback on the project.

Youth Cr Hemal Sharma moved the Officers' Recommendation as the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Hemal Sharma

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Clare Joseph


THAT the Youth Council:
1. Note the project scope and next steps.
2. Provide feedback on the project.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Youth Cr Clare Joseph, Youth Cr Hemal Sharma



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Emma Fasciani
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Gabrielle Charman
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil




[bookmark: 4.2__Draft_Community_Action_Plan_2026-2][bookmark: _Toc230185092]
4.2	Draft Community Action Plan 2026-27	
4.2 Draft Community Action Plan 2026-27

Director/Executive Manager:	Director Customer & Corporate Services

Report Author:	Unit Manager Corporate Planning

In Attendance:	Manager EPMO & Change
	Unit Manager Corporate Planning
	Senior Corporate Planner
	Corporate Planner
Executive Summary
The purpose of this report is for Youth Council to consider the Draft Community Action Plan 2026-27 (Attachment 4) which has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 2020. 

Following Council endorsement, Council is undertaking community engagement on the Draft Community Action Plan 2026-27 between 22 April and 6 May 2026. Feedback may be provided online via the Engage website or in person at community pop-ups, alongside targeted consultation, including this session with the City of Whittlesea Youth Council. 

Feedback received will be used to confirm alignment between the proposed actions and community priorities. The Draft Community Action Plan 2026-27 is scheduled to be adopted at the Council Meeting on Tuesday 16 June 2026.
Officers’ Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council:
1. Read and familiarise themselves with the Community Vision Whittlesea 2040 “A place for all” at Attachment 1, the adopted Community Plan 2025-29 at Attachment 2 and the Community Action Plan 2025-26 at Attachment 3.
2. Engage with us and provide feedback on the Draft Community Action Plan 2026-27 at Attachment 4, to be exhibited from Wednesday 22 April 2026 to Wednesday 6 May 2026.



Youth Cr Clare Joseph moved the Officers' Recommendation as the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Clare Joseph

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar


THAT the Youth Council:
1. Read and familiarise themselves with the Community Vision Whittlesea 2040 “A place for all” at Attachment 1, the adopted Community Plan 2025-29 at Attachment 2 and the Community Action Plan 2025-26 at Attachment 3.
2. Engage with us and provide feedback on the Draft Community Action Plan 2026-27 at Attachment 4, to be exhibited from Wednesday 22 April 2026 to Wednesday 6 May 2026.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Emma Fasciani
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Gabrielle Charman
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil







[bookmark: 4.3__Youth_Council_Terms_of_Reference_A][bookmark: _Toc230185093]
4.3	Youth Council Terms of Reference Amendments	
4.3 Youth Council Terms of Reference Amendments

Director/Executive Manager:	Executive Manager Office of Council & CEO

Report Author:	Councillor Support Officer

In Attendance:	Councillor Support Officer
Executive Summary
The Youth Council Terms of Reference define the purpose, objective, structure, resourcing and management of the City of Whittlesea Youth Council. The Youth Council Terms of Reference align with Council’s Governance Rules. 

Updates to the Youth Council Terms of Reference are being proposed to improve both representation and governance. The 2026-2027 term will consist of 14 young people, however, if a Youth Councillor is unable to fulfill their term or their term ends during this period, the membership will revert to a maximum of 13 young people. The proposed changes also strengthen the Council’s commitment to inclusion by keeping a broad, not limited to list of priority groups, while adding a clear requirement that at least one First Nations young person is included as a member. These updates aim to ensure the Youth Council remains flexible in its structure and continues to reflect the diverse experiences of young people across the City of Whittlesea.
Officers’ Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council:
1.	Resolve to approve the amendments and adopt the Terms of Reference at Attachment 1.
2.	Note the updated Youth Council Terms of Reference will come into effect immediately and will be circulated to relevant officers, Council staff and Youth Council members.

Youth Cr Theresa Yan moved the Officers' Recommendation as the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Theresa Yan

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Gabrielle Charman


THAT the Youth Council:
1.	Resolve to approve the amendments and adopt the Terms of Reference at Attachment 1.
2.	Note the updated Youth Council Terms of Reference will come into effect immediately and will be circulated to relevant officers, Council staff and Youth Council members.
CAR7RIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Youth Cr Gabrielle Charman, Youth Cr Theresa Yan



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Emma Fasciani
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Gabrielle Charman
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil




[bookmark: 5__Notices_of_Motion][bookmark: _Toc230185094]
5	Notices of Motion	
[bookmark: 5.1__Deputy_Youth_Mayor_Age_Review][bookmark: _Toc230185095]5.1	Deputy Youth Mayor Age Review	
5.1 Deputy Youth Mayor Age Review

Youth Councillor:	Youth Cr Charlize Pommier

NoM No:	2026/01

Youth Cr Charlize Pommier has given notice that it is their intention to move the following Motion at the Scheduled Youth Council Meeting to be held on Monday, 4 May at 6pm. 
Motion
THAT the Youth Council request Council Administration to review the eligibility age for Youth Councillors to nominate themsevles for the position of Deputy Youth Mayor. 

Notice Received: 	18 February 2026

Date of Meeting:	4 May 2026

PREAMBLE
The purpose of this motion is to discuss point seven A in the Youth Council Terms of Reference document in terms of the Youth Councillor Code of Conduct.

For context, this particular point in the Terms of Reference document details the role, and eligibility requirement of Deputy and Youth Mayor. The only additional requirement for the Mayor and Deputy roles is that the councillor is over sixteen years of age.

This may seem reasonable on its own, but when paired with our code of conduct there are multiple reasons it does not fit. It is stated that we are to ‘represent local young people, ages 12 - 22’. Now unless I am mistaken, that includes individuals under the age of sixteen, in fact it is just over a third of that age range.

We are also expected to ‘treat others fairly and objectively and provide a safe space, free from discrimination, harassment, and criticism’. When I look around this table, I see smart, engaged young people who are here to learn, and speak on behalf of our peers for the betterment of our community. It is crucial that under sixteen-year-olds have equal access to achieving the same great goals.

The final point from our code of conduct that I would like to touch upon is that we are expected to ‘recognise the strengths of our diverse community of young people and ensure people from all walks of life, ability and backgrounds feel comfortable to engage and contribute’. We all have had different life experiences, that is part of what makes us work well alongside each other. Our age is one factor that sets us apart, this is what makes it so critical that we have equal opportunity across different age groups.

My proposal is that under sixteen-year-olds should be able to apply for the role of deputy mayor. This compromise would allow younger youth councillors the opportunity to learn and grow without placing too much pressure on them.

Youth Cr Charlize Pommier moved the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Charlize Pommier

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Hemal Sharma


THAT the Youth Council request Council Administration to review the eligibility age for Youth Councillors to nominate themsevles for the position of Deputy Youth Mayor. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Youth Cr Charlize Pommier, Youth Cr Hemal Sharma



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Emma Fasciani
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Gabrielle Charman
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil




[bookmark: 6__General_/_Urgent_Business][bookmark: _Toc230185096]
6	General / Urgent Business	
No Urgent Business

[bookmark: 7__Closure][bookmark: _Toc230185097]7	Closure	

There being no further business the Mayor formally closed the meeting at 7:10pm.

Confirmed this 1st day of June 2026.




___________________________
Youth Cr Emma Fasciani
Youth Mayor
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