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Youth Councillors
Youth Cr Emma Fasciani	Youth Mayor
Youth Cr Gabby Charman	Deputy Youth Mayor
Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall 
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Mannat Sooch 
Youth Cr Osama Akkad
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
Officers
Agata Chmielewski	Acting Executive Manager Office of Council & CEO
Justine Smith	Unit Manager Council Governance

Order of Business

1	Opening	4
1.1	Meeting Opening and Introductions	4
1.2	Apologies/Absent	4
1.3	Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Statement	4
1.4	Youth Council Charter	4
1.5	Acknowledgements	5
2	Declarations of Conflict of Interest	5
3	Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting/s	6
4	Officers' Reports	7
4.1	Youth Council Meetings Schedule for 2027	7
5	Notices of Motion	9
6	General / Urgent Business	9
7	Closure	9

[bookmark: 1__Opening][bookmark: _Toc242184097]
1	Opening	
[bookmark: 1.1__Meeting_Opening_and_Introductions][bookmark: _Toc242184098]1.1	Meeting Opening and Introductions	
The Youth Mayor opened the meeting at 6pm.

Welcome to this Youth Council Meeting of 5 October 2026 which is being held in person in the Council Chamber at Civic Centre, 25 Ferres Boulevard, South Morang. 
 
I am Emma Fasciani, Youth Mayor and I would like to introduce the Youth Councillors in attendance tonight:

Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Mannat Sooch
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Theresa Yan

We also have in attendance Justine Smith, Unit Manager Council Governance.

[bookmark: 1.2__Apologies/Absent][bookmark: _Toc242184099]1.2	Apologies/Absent	
I note Acting Executive Manager Office of Council & CEO, Agata Chmielewski and Deputy Youth Mayor, Gabby Charman are an apology tonight. 

We also have Youth Cr Osama Akkad absent tonight. 

[bookmark: 1.3__Acknowledgement_of_Traditional_Own][bookmark: _Toc242184100]1.3	Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Statement	
The Chair read the following statement:

“On behalf of Council, I recognise the rich Aboriginal heritage of this country and acknowledge the Wurundjeri Willum Clan and Taungurung People as the Traditional Owners of lands within the City of Whittlesea.

I would also like to personally acknowledge Elders past, present and emerging.”

[bookmark: 1.4__Youth_Council_Charter][bookmark: _Toc242184101]1.4	Youth Council Charter	
The Chair read the following statement:

“We the members of the City of Whittlesea Youth Council, commit to advocating for and being the voice of the youth within our municipality. We ensure a safe space for all, to engage in constructive collaboration on matters affecting young people. We aim to empower and foster community connectedness in our youth so they feel valued and supported to achieve their aspirations.”

[bookmark: 1.5__Acknowledgements][bookmark: _Toc242184102]1.5	Acknowledgements	
The Youth Mayor made the following acknowledgements:

Merri-bek Youth Ambassador Meet & Greet
On Tuesday, 22 September, myself, Charlize and Theresa attended the Youth Ambassadors Meet and Greet, a closed networking event bringing together Youth Ambassadors from across Local Government Areas.

The event provided a great opportunity to connect with other young people, build relationships, and share experiences and ideas around youth advocacy. Throughout the day, we took part in an Oxygen Youth Space tour, ice-breaker activities, youth group presentations, lunch and refreshments, and a key speaker session with Mary Nega, CEO of the Youth Affairs Council Victoria. We also participated in some short group activities that encouraged collaboration and connection.

It was a valuable opportunity to learn about the work being done by other youth groups, exchange ideas and gain new perspectives.

I would also like to thank Charlize and Theresa for their contributions and involvement throughout the day. It was a great experience to attend the event together, share ideas, and learn from other young people and youth groups.

Shout-out to Youth Cr Dhyani – Youth Advocacy Leadership
On 30 September 2026, Youth Cr Dhyani chaired a successful Youth Advocacy Meeting with MPs Lily D’Ambrosio, Bronwyn Halfpenny and Labor Candidate for Mill Park, Elizabeth Nealy.

Dhyani did an outstanding job chairing the meeting, actively contributing to the co-design sessions, and creating a welcoming and inclusive environment for all young people involved. Her confidence, leadership and commitment ensuring young people’s voices were heard were truly commendable.

The meeting was an important opportunity for young people to have their voices heard, particularly around advocacy for a new purpose-built Youth Centre in South Morang. The Victorian Labor Party’s $2.2 million funding commitment towards the proposed Youth Centre marked an important step forward for the project and reflects the impact of young people’s involvement in shaping and advocating for their community.

[bookmark: 2__Declarations_of_Conflict_of_Interest][bookmark: _Toc242184103]2	Declarations of Conflict of Interest	
No declarations.


[bookmark: 3__Confirmation_of_Minutes_of_Previous_][bookmark: _Toc242184104]3	Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting/s	
Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council confirm the Minutes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 7 September 2026, as circulated.

	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Theresa Yan


THAT the Youth Council confirm the Minutes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 7 September 2026, as circulated.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

[bookmark: 4__Officers'_Reports][bookmark: _Toc242184105]
4	Officers' Reports	
[bookmark: 4.1__Youth_Council_Meetings_Schedule_fo][bookmark: _Toc242184106]4.1	Youth Council Meetings Schedule for 2027	
4.1 Youth Council Meetings Schedule for 2027

Director/Executive Manager:	Executive Manager Office of Council & CEO

Report Author:	Councillor Support Officer

In Attendance:	Councillor Support Officer
Executive Summary
The purpose of this report is for the Youth Council to adopt the proposed Youth Council Meeting schedule for the period 1 January 2027 to 31 December 2027, noting no meeting will be scheduled in the months of January and November.

Youth Council Meetings are conducted monthly so that the Youth Council may engage with Council Officers at Youth Council meetings for the purpose of providing expert advice to Council on topics and issues relevant to young people.

It is proposed that Youth Council Meetings are conducted on the first Monday of the month commencing in February 2027.
Officers’ Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council:
1. Adopt the Youth Council meeting schedule outlined below, noting all meetings will commence at 6pm in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 25 Ferres Boulevard, South Morang:
· Monday 1 February 2027
· Monday 1 March 2027 – Election of Youth Mayor & Youth Deputy Mayor
· Monday 5 April 2027
· Monday 3 May 2027
· Monday 7 June 2027
· Monday 5 July 2027
· Monday 2 August 2027
· Monday 6 September 2027
· Monday 4 October 2027
· Monday 6 December 2027
2. Note it is proposed a Council Briefing dinner with Councillors will be scheduled during March and August 2027, to inform Council of identified issues of priorities, projects and portfolio work undertaken by the Youth Council.


Youth Cr Charlize Pommier moved the Officers' Recommendation as the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Charlize Pommier

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo


THAT the Youth Council:
1. Adopt the Youth Council meeting schedule outlined below, noting all meetings will commence at 6pm in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 25 Ferres Boulevard, South Morang:
· Monday 1 February 2027
· Monday 1 March 2027 – Election of Youth Mayor & Youth Deputy Mayor
· Monday 5 April 2027
· Monday 3 May 2027
· Monday 7 June 2027
· Monday 5 July 2027
· Monday 2 August 2027
· Monday 6 September 2027
· Monday 4 October 2027
· Monday 6 December 2027
2. Note it is proposed a Council Briefing dinner with Councillors will be scheduled during March and August 2027, to inform Council of identified issues of priorities, projects and portfolio work undertaken by the Youth Council.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Nil



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Mayor, Emma Fasciani
Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Mannat Sooch
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil


[bookmark: 5__Notices_of_Motion][bookmark: _Toc242184107]
5	Notices of Motion	
No Notices of Motion

[bookmark: 6__General_/_Urgent_Business][bookmark: _Toc242184108]6	General / Urgent Business	
No Urgent Business

[bookmark: 7__Closure][bookmark: _Toc242184109]7	Closure	

There being no further business the Youth Mayor formally closed the meeting at 6:07pm.

Confirmed this 9th day of November 2026.




___________________________
Youth Cr Emma Fasciani
Youth Mayor
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