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Youth Councillors
Youth Cr Emma Fasciani	Youth Mayor
Youth Cr Gabby Charman	Deputy Youth Mayor
Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Osama Akkad
Youth Cr Mannat Sooch
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
Officers
Jacinta Stevens	Executive Manager Office of Council & CEO
Justine Smith	Unit Manager Council Governance

Order of Business

1	Opening	4
1.1	Meeting Opening and Introductions	4
1.2	Apologies/Absent	4
1.3	Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Statement	4
1.4	Youth Council Charter	5
1.5	Acknowledgements	5
2	Declarations of Conflict of Interest	6
3	Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting/s	7
4	Officers' Reports	8
4.1	Youth Council's Involvement at City of Whittlesea's 2026 Walking Thomastown Event	8
4.2	Youth Council Priorities 2026-2027	10
5	Notices of Motion	12
6	General / Urgent Business	12
7	Closure	12

[bookmark: 1__Opening][bookmark: _Toc256000285]
1	Opening	
[bookmark: 1.1__Meeting_Opening_and_Introductions][bookmark: _Toc256000286]1.1	Meeting Opening and Introductions	
The Youth Mayor opened the meeting at 6pm.
 
Welcome to this Youth Council Meeting of 6 July 2026 which is being held in person in the Council Chamber at Civic Centre, 25 Ferres Boulevard, South Morang. 
 
I am Emma Fasciani, Youth Mayor and I would like to introduce the Youth Councillors in attendance tonight:

Deputy Youth Mayor Gabby Charman
Youth Cr Alana Luscombe 
Youth Cr Clare Joseph 
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo 
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan

We also have in attendance Justine Smith, Unit Manager Council Governance and Bobbie-Lea Bright, Unit Manager Compliance & Governance.

[bookmark: 1.2__Apologies/Absent][bookmark: _Toc256000287] 1.2	Apologies/Absent	
Apology: 
Youth Cr Dhyani Bhavsar 
Youth Cr Osama Akkad

Absent:
Youth Cr Ahmed Abumeis 
Youth Cr Charlize Pommier 
Youth Cr Mannat Sooch

[bookmark: 1.3__Acknowledgement_of_Traditional_Own][bookmark: _Toc256000288]1.3	Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Statement	
The Chair will read the following statement:

“On behalf of Council, I recognise the rich Aboriginal heritage of this country and acknowledge the Wurundjeri Willum Clan and Taungurung People as the Traditional Owners of lands within the City of Whittlesea.

I would also like to personally acknowledge Elders past, present and emerging.”


[bookmark: 1.4__Youth_Council_Charter][bookmark: _Toc256000289]1.4	Youth Council Charter	
The Chair will read the following statement:

“We the members of the City of Whittlesea Youth Council, commit to advocating for and being the voice of the youth within our municipality. We ensure a safe space for all, to engage in constructive collaboration on matters affecting young people. We aim to empower and foster community connectedness in our youth so they feel valued and supported to achieve their aspirations.”

[bookmark: 1.5__Acknowledgements][bookmark: _Toc256000290]1.5	Acknowledgements	
The Youth Mayor made the following acknowledgements:

Principal's Breakfast 
On June 16, Deputy Youth Mayor Gabby Charman, Youth Councillors Ahmed Abumeis and Theresa Yan and I had the pleasure of attending the annual Principal’s Breakfast held at the Plenty Ranges Arts and Convention Centre.

The event was emceed by Youth Councillor Charman and I delivered an Acknowledgement to Country.

The event explores emerging issues affecting children and young people across the City of Whittlesea and aims to strengthen relationships between Council, schools and local service providers.

It was a great opportunity to connect, collaborate and discuss important issues and identify ways Council, schools and community partners can continue working together to support student safety and wellbeing.

Releaf Project
I had the pleasure of joining the City of Whittlesea Mayor, Councillor Lawrie Cox, at a recent tree planting day at bunjil nganga Parkland Quarry Hills.

The planting day is part of Council’s habitat restoration initiative, the Releaf Project, which is helping restore local habitats, support native wildlife and create a greener City of Whittlesea.

Community members can also get involved by joining one of the upcoming National Tree Day planting events on 11 July or 26 July and helping plant 25,000 indigenous trees and wildflowers. 

We encourage everyone to register and find out more at whittlesea.vic.gov.au/plantingdays


Escape the Vape campaign
On Wednesday, members of the Youth Council will meet with DPV Health to discuss its ‘Escape the Vape’ campaign.

Vaping is a growing public health issue, particularly among our state’s youth, due to increased usage rates and associated health impacts.

DPV Health has sought out the City of Whittlesea’s Youth Council to discuss opportunities to collaborate and help get the ‘Escape the Vape’ message out to the local community.

This is a space that previous City of Whittlesea Youth Councils have been active in and we’re looking forward to learning more about this important issue.

[bookmark: 2__Declarations_of_Conflict_of_Interest][bookmark: _Toc256000291]2	Declarations of Conflict of Interest	
No declarations.

[bookmark: 3__Confirmation_of_Minutes_of_Previous_][bookmark: _Toc256000292]
3	Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting/s	
Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council confirm the Minutes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 1 June 2026, as circulated.

	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Deputy Youth Mayor Gabby Charman

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Theresa Yan



THAT the Youth Council confirm the Minutes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 1 June 2026, as circulated.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

[bookmark: 4__Officers'_Reports][bookmark: _Toc256000293]
4	Officers' Reports	
[bookmark: 4.1__Youth_Council's_Involvement_at_Cit][bookmark: _Toc256000294]4.1	Youth Council's Involvement at City of Whittlesea's 2026 Walking Thomastown Event	
4.1 Youth Council's Involvement at City of Whittlesea's 2026 Walking Thomastown Event

Director/Executive Manager:	Director Community Wellbeing

Report Author:	Youth Development Officer

In Attendance:	Youth Development Officer
Executive Summary
Walking Thomastown is a key community celebration that showcases local culture, creativity, and belonging through food, performance and public activation.

In 2026, City of Whittlesea Youth Services will once again deliver a dedicated Youth Space as part of this event through the Amplify program, with support from local young people.

The Youth Space will provide an opportunity to engage directly with young people through live performances, interactive activities, and informal conversations. Youth Council will be invited to design and deliver their own engagement activities within the Youth Space, as well as support Youth Services staff to promote programs, services, and participation pathways.
Officers’ Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council:
1. Attend Walking Thomastown on Saturday 29 August 2026 from 6pm to 9pm, and support Youth Services staff within the Youth Space, including Youth Information Table.
2. Develop and deliver one or more simple engagement activities (for example: conversation prompts, creative activities, or ‘Ask a Youth Councillor’) that encourage young people, and wider community, to connect with Youth Council and share what matters to them.
3. Assist with engaging young people and the broader community by welcoming attendees, supporting activities and promoting the role and work of Youth Council.
4. Participate in a short debrief session following the event to reflect on key learnings and opportunities for future Youth Council involvement in community events.


Youth Cr Clare Joseph moved the Officers' Recommendation as the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Clare Joseph

	Seconded:
	Youth Cr Alana Luscombe


 
THAT the Youth Council:
1. Attend Walking Thomastown on Saturday 29 August 2026 from 6pm to 9pm, and support Youth Services staff within the Youth Space, including Youth Information Table.
2. Develop and deliver one or more simple engagement activities (for example: conversation prompts, creative activities, or ‘Ask a Youth Councillor’) that encourage young people, and wider community, to connect with Youth Council and share what matters to them.
3. Assist with engaging young people and the broader community by welcoming attendees, supporting activities and promoting the role and work of Youth Council.
4. Participate in a short debrief session following the event to reflect on key learnings and opportunities for future Youth Council involvement in community events.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Youth Cr Clare Joseph



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Mayor Emma Fasciani
Deputy Youth Mayor Gabby Charman Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil





[bookmark: 4.2__Youth_Council_Priorities_2026-2027][bookmark: _Toc256000295]4.2	Youth Council Priorities 2026-2027	
4.2 Youth Council Priorities 2026-2027

Director/Executive Manager:	Executive Manager Office of Council & CEO

Report Author:	Councillor Support Officer

In Attendance:	Youth Development Officer
	Councillor Support Officer
Executive Summary
The purpose of this report is to consider and approve the established key priority areas for the 2026-2027 Youth Council term.

The following priorities have been established by Youth Council to guide discussions, advocacy activities, projects and opportunities throughout the 2026–2027 term:
1. Community safety & accessibility
2. Health & wellbeing
3. Education & employment
4. Environment & sustainability
5. Belonging & Connection

Further information on the above list is located within the body of this report. 
Officers’ Recommendation
THAT the Youth Council approve the Youth Council Priorities 2026-2027.


Youth Cr Suad Issa moved the Officers' Recommendation as the motion:
	COUNCIL RESOLUTION

	Moved:
	Youth Cr Suad Issa

	Seconded:
	Deputy Youth Mayor Gabby Charman


 
THAT the Youth Council approve the Youth Council Priorities 2026-2027.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

	YOUTH COUNCILLOR/S WHO SPOKE TO MOTION

	Deputy Youth Mayor Gabby Charman



	VOTING

	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAINED
(vote against the motion)

	Youth Mayor Emma Fasciani
Deputy Youth Mayor Gabby Charman Youth Cr Alana Luscombe
Youth Cr Clare Joseph
Youth Cr Caleb Whitehall
Youth Cr Ethan Kosumo
Youth Cr Hemal Sharma
Youth Cr Suad Issa
Youth Cr Theresa Yan
	Nil
	Nil




[bookmark: 5__Notices_of_Motion][bookmark: _Toc256000296]
5	Notices of Motion	
No Notices of Motion

[bookmark: 6__General_/_Urgent_Business][bookmark: _Toc256000297]6	General / Urgent Business	
No Urgent Business

[bookmark: 7__Closure][bookmark: _Toc256000298]7	Closure	

There being no further business the Mayor formally closed the meeting at 6:24pm.

Confirmed this on 3rd day of August 2026.




___________________________
Emma Fasciani 
Youth Mayor
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