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3 	Definition of Terms 
 
Declared Area – The defined area Council is responsible for the vegetation clearance of power lines 
 
ELC – Electrical Line Clearance. 
 
ESV – Energy Safe Victoria. 
 
GIS – Geographic Information System providing the capacity for electronic data capture and management. 
 
HBRA – Hazardous Bushfire Risk Area – An area that a fire control authority has assigned a fire hazard rating of “high” under section 80 of the Act; or an area that is not an urban area and has not been assigned a fire hazard rating of “low” under section 80 of the Act. 
 
Indigenous – A species of Australian origin and found to be self-sewn in the wild within the City of Whittlesea. 
 
LBRA – Low Bushfire Risk Area - An area that a fire control authority has assigned a fire hazard rating of “low” under section 80 of the Act; or an urban area. 
 
MAV – Municipal Association of Victoria. 
 
Native – a species of Australian origin. 
 
Protected tree - a remnant tree listed in a planning scheme or on a register to be of ecological, historical, aesthetic, cultural or environmental significance. 
 
Suitably qualified arborist – An arborist who has the qualification of National Certificate III in Arboriculture including the “Perform a ground-based tree defect evaluation” unit of competency, or an equivalent qualification; and at least 3 years of field experience in assessing trees. 
 
The Act – Electricity Safety Act 1998. 
 
The Code – Code of Practice for Electric Line Clearance as defined in the Schedule of the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020. 
 
The Plan –Electric Line Clearance Management Plan. 
 
The Regulations - Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020. 
 
The Service Provider – Assigned Contractor 
 
Forestree – A mobile GIS used for tree inspections, works and risk management. 
 
Tree Officer – City of Whittlesea contracted personnel. 

WiGIS – City of Whittlesea Geographic Information System general user interface which provides a reporting mechanism for auditing purposes for staff and is available for all staff to access. 
 
	4 	Preparation of Management Plan 
 
The following sections address the requirements of Regulation 9 of the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020. 
 
A responsible person that is not a major electricity company, before 31 March in each year, must prepare a management plan relating to compliance with the Code for the next financial year. 
 
The scope of works for this ELCMP is to inspect, manage and maintain clearance of vegetation from SP Ausnet electricity networks, including notification, consultation and negotiation with affected persons in accordance with the Electricity Safety Act 1998 and the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020, while maintaining the Council’s tree assets. 
 
The responsible person named in (4a) will ensure that Council’s ELCMP is prepared before 31 March each year and submitted to ESV within 14 days of request.  
 
(a)  Name, address and telephone number of the responsible person 
 
	Name of Council: 
	City of Whittlesea 

	Address: 
	25 Ferres Boulevard SOUTH MORANG, 3752 

	Chief Executive Officer: 
	Craig Lloyd 

	Telephone: 
	03 9217 2170 

	Email: 
	info@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 


 
 
(b) Name, position, address and telephone number of the individual who was responsible for the preparation of the management plan 
 
	Name: 
	Debbie Wood 

	Position (Unit Director): 
	Director Infrastructure and Environment 

	Address: 
	25 Ferres Boulevard SOUTH MORANG, 3752 

	Telephone: 
	03 9217 2170 

	Email: 
	Debbie.Wood@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 


 
(c) Name, position, address and telephone number of the persons who are responsible for carrying out the management plan 
 
	Name: 
	Mark Corea 

	Position (Unit Manager) 
	Unit Manager, Parks and City Forest 

	Address: 
	25 Ferres Boulevard SOUTH MORANG, 3752 

	Telephone: 
	03 9217 2441 

	Email: 
	Mark.Corea@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 


 
 	 
(d) The telephone number of a person who can be contacted in an emergency that requires clearance of a tree from an electric line that the responsible person is required to keep clear of trees 
 
	For emergencies, the City of Whittlesea’s main phone number diverts to the On Call Officer after hours  

	Telephone: 
	03 9217 2170 (monitored 24/7) 

	Position: 
	On Call Officer 

	Name: 
	According to roster 


 
(e) Objectives of the plan 
The following are identified as the key objectives of this plan to fulfil Council’s commitment to maintain the space between the vegetation and powerlines (clearance space) under its control and fulfil its duties as set out in the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020. 
· Compliance with the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 and the prescribed Code of Practice and provisions; 
· Electrical safety; 
· Minimise fire starts as a result of contact between vegetation and electricity network; 
· Continuity of electricity supply to customers; 
· Public Safety; 
· Provision of a safe workplace for employees and service providers; 
· Vegetation management systems to maximise environment and amenity value of the Council’s trees;  
· Protection of areas of important vegetation which may be deemed as such, on the basis of those areas containing botanically, historically or culturally important vegetation or vegetation of outstanding aesthetic or ecological significance, and/or the habitat or rare or endangered species; and  
· Community satisfaction with the manner in which the necessary works required are carried out. 
 
Relevant processes will be monitored/audited by the responsible person to ensure that the objectives of the plan are being implemented and actioned.  
 
(f) The land to which the management plan applies (as indicated on a map – Appendix 1) 
  
The City of Whittlesea is located approximately 20 kilometres to the north of Melbourne and covers an area of approximately 50,000 hectares as shown on the map titled “City of Whittlesea Area” (Appendix 1). The landscape itself is diverse including established suburban areas to the south (housing the bulk of the City’s existing population), basalt plains to the west, Kinglake National Park and the hilly rural hinterland to the north and east, and central environs of the Plenty River and Plenty Gorge.  Approximately 80% of the northern area is rural with townships located sporadically throughout. 
 
 

(g)  Any hazardous bushfire risk areas and low bushfire risk areas in the land referred to in paragraph (f) (as indicated on a map) 
 
The area to which the Plan applies has been Declared in the Victorian Government Gazette and covers both LBRA and HBRA regions.  The area can be described as beginning at the southern boundary of the municipality in Bundoora extending toward the north approximately 6.8 kilometres and east and west, laterally across the majority of the municipality. The powerline bushfire risk area boundaries (LBRA/HBRA) will be checked each year during preparation of the Plan. Council’s GIS team, the Municipal Fire Prevention Officer and the CFA will be consulted on the currency and review of those boundaries, and Councils WiGIS system and maps herein updated as required. 
 
Though the majority of the Declared Area is serviced by overhead electric lines there is a significant area (approximately 30%) with underground power east of Edgars creek.  The area to which the Plan applies, and the location of overhead electric lines are shown on the map titled “Declared Area, Electric Line Distribution and LBRA” (Appendix 2). 
 
(h) The location of each area that the responsible person knows contains a tree that the responsible person may need to cut or remove to ensure compliance with the Code and that is: 
  
For trees defined within the following three categories; Council will, as far as practicable, not cut a tree more than is necessary to comply with the Regulations. We will not remove any of these trees unless it is required to ensure compliance or make an unsafe situation safe. We may remove one of these trees if a suitably qualified Arborist has assessed the tree and advise trimming the tree would make the tree unhealthy or unviable. These conditions apply to all known trees that are identified here and any further trees that may be found to meet the criteria during the period of this plan.  
 
The Service Provider will be supplied an annual copy of the ELCMP to be viewed by all relevant employees. Arborists are to be qualified in Certificate II in ESI Powerline Vegetation Control whilst inspecting vegetation clearance from power lines or performing vegetation clearance works. ELC workers will be required to supply all relevant qualifications to Council and complete induction forms (Appendix 13) before being approved to complete powerline clearance work within the declared area. 
 
i. Indigenous:  
 
Council define Indigenous Vegetation, for the purpose of the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020, as Vegetation that is indigenous to the Area.  Our list of trees that that are indigenous to the Whittlesea region are listed in the table below. 
 
	Botanic Name  
	Common Name 

	Acacia dealbata  
	Silver Wattle  

	Acacia implexa  
	Lightwood  

	Acacia mearnsii  
	Black Wattle  

	Acacia melanoxylon  
	Blackwood  

	Acacia pycnantha  
	Golden Wattle  

	Allocasuarina littoralis 
	Black Sheoak 

	Allocasuarina verticillata  
	Drooping Sheoak  

	Bedfordia arborescens 
	Blanket Leaf 

	Banksia marginata 
	Silver Banksia 

	Correa lawrenciana 
	Mountain Correa 

	Eucalyptus camaldulensis 
	River Red Gum 

	Eucalyptus cypellocarpa 
	Mountain Grey Gum 

	Eucalyptus dives 
	Broad-leafed Peppermint 

	Eucalyptus macrorhyncha 
	Red Stringybark 

	Eucalyptus melliodora 
	Yellow Box 

	Eucalyptus obliqua 
	Messmate 

	Eucalyptus polyanthemos 
	Red Box 

	Eucalyptus radiata 
	Narrow-leaved Peppermint 

	Eucalyptus regnans 
	Mountain Ash 

	Eucalyptus rubida 
	Candlebark 

	Eucalyptus viminalis 
	Manna Gum 

	Exocarpos cupressiformis 
	Cherry Ballart 

	Hedycarya angustifolia 
	Austral Mulberry 

	Lomatia fraseri 
	Tree Lomatia 

	Zieria arborescens 
	Stinkwood 


Table 1 - Trees indigenous to CoW - https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/Environment/Rural-land-management/Whittleseas-native-vegetation
Council have identified all trees under powerlines within the Forestree program. Species detail is recorded to ensure Council it is aware of which trees need to be managed under this section of the management plan. Trees under powerlines within the Declared area are inspected with tree data updated annually. 
 
ii. Listed in a planning scheme to be of ecological, historical or aesthetic                significance: 
    and  
iii. A tree of cultural or environmental significance: 
 
The tree population within the area to which the Plan applies is predominantly a mixture of street trees planted on nature strips and planted park trees with a balance of native and exotic species. 
 
There are several locations within the Declared Area where a significant tree resides, these are identified within the relevant Vegetation Protection Overlay (VPO) listed in the City of Whittlesea planning scheme.  
 
There are currently approximately 25 significant trees within the Declared Area that may be affected by vegetation management activities around overhead electric lines; these are shown on the map titled “Significant Trees, Declared Area, Electric Line Distribution and LBRA” (Appendix 3). The trees are identifiable to work crews because they are registered as a ‘Significant Tree’ in the Forestree system.  

 
(i) The means which the responsible person is required to use to identify a tree specified in paragraph (h) (i, ii, iii) 
 
Primarily a tree specified in Regulation 9(4)(h) affected by the Plan is identified within the City of Whittlesea Planning Scheme.  According to the planning scheme definition, a tree of cultural or environmental significance means a tree that is - 
· included in the Heritage Register within the meaning of the Heritage Act 1995; or 
· included in the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register established under section 144 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006; or 
· flora or a habitat of fauna listed as threatened in accordance with section 
10 of the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988; or 
· flora listed in the Threatened Flora List with a conservation status in Victoria of "endangered" or "vulnerable"; or 
· a habitat of fauna which is listed in the Threatened Invertebrate Fauna List with a conservation status in Victoria of "vulnerable", "endangered" or "critically endangered". 
 
The trees identified in the above Acts, Lists or Registers are reviewed at least once every 3 years by Council’s Planning Department to ensure their accuracy. For access to the lists please see the websites listed in the table below. In addition, the annual review of this Plan includes review of the sources listed to ensure information pertaining to locations of important trees is current. 
  
	Document 
	Source 

	List of flora or habitat of fauna listed as threatened in accordance with section 10 of the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988 
	https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/species

	Heritage Register  
	https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/  

	Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register  
	https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/victorian-aboriginal-heritage-register


Table 2 - Websites containing lists of trees or fauna of cultural or environmental significance. 
The City of Whittlesea also identifies protected trees located within public open space that fall into this category during its annual Significant Tree Health and Safety audits. 
 
The location of each tree that may be affected by the Plan which has been identified by the means above is plotted within Forestree and tagged as “Significant Tree” and “Powerline”. 
 
(j) The management procedures that the responsible person is required to adopt to ensure compliance with the Code, which must include/specify details of the methods to be adopted for: 
 
i. 	Managing trees and maintaining a minimum clearance space as required by the Code 
 
The City of Whittlesea has opted to manage the trees affected by the Plan through a combination of proactive, programmed maintenance and reactive maintenance visitation.  Council has identified that there are twenty (20) of these areas which require management of vegetation in the vicinity of powerlines within the Declared Area. 
 
The Council have opted to have all trees under powerlines annually inspected within the declared area.  The inspection program is undertaken as a project within Forestree and all required ELC works are recorded. The works will be assigned to the preferred Service Provider annually. Completed ELC works are tracked within Forestree and will be audited by Council arborists. 
Work is undertaken on the trees to the satisfaction of Council and to the requirements of AS 4373, as far as practicable.  
 
The Forestree system is used to record all trees under powerlines. The non-electrical annual and biennial street tree inspection programs will be used to identify any trees that require inclusion into the annual Electrical Line Inspection program.  
   
Implementation of tree management procedures outlined in Section 2(e)(i) requires adherence to the requirements specified in Schedules 1 and 2 of the Regulations, known as the “Code of Practice for Electric Line Clearance” and “Applicable distance” clearance space graphs and figures within Schedule 2 respectively (Appendix 14). Section 3 of the Plan (below) outlines how Council will adhere to these requirements. 
 
ii. 	for the purposes of determining a minimum clearance space in accordance with Division 1 of Part 3 of the Code— 
(A) 	must specify the method for determining an additional                 distance that allows for conductor sag and sway; and (B) 	may provide for different additional distances to be  determined for different parts of an electric line span;  
 
To maintain the clearance space required by the Code, consulting arborists who are suitably experienced and trained assess each tree to determine whether it requires pruning to comply with the Code, specifically Part 3, Division 1, Clauses 23 – 29 and associated clearance space graphs and figures within Schedule 2.  The assessments are made in accordance with the Vegetation Clearance Inspection Process outlined in Appendix 11. 
 
The determination to prune (or otherwise manage a tree) is based on whether it is observed that a tree requires pruning from the clearance space at the time of inspection (as defined in the Code for the observed voltage) or considered likely to grow into the clearance space between the current and subsequent programmed annual inspections.  The genus, species, amount of re-growth observed since the last pruning event and the normal environmental conditions likely to be experienced between programmed maintenance visits is also considered at this time. 
 
In determining the requirements for additional clearance distances to allow for cable sag and sway, Council will consult with the relevant Electricity Supply Network Operator as required. Any advice provided by Electricity Supply Network operators regarding additional allowance for sag and sway will be kept on record for a period of at least 5 years as a comment against the affected assets in the tree inventory. 
 
(k) The procedures to be adopted if it is not practicable to comply with the requirements of AS 4373 while cutting a tree in accordance with the Code 
 
The Municipal Association of Victoria advises Council to ensure the latest version of AS4373 is being referenced. In addition, Council Parks Officer maintains membership with Council Arboriculture Victoria. Notifications of new or amended standards are forwarded to the Council Parks Officer when they are released. 
  
City of Whittlesea requires contractors to meet the pruning standard set out in AS4373 as far a reasonably practicable while completing cutting activities to clear vegetation from electrical assets. 
  
Reasonably practicably in relation to AS4373 means that which is, or was at a time, reasonably able to be done in relation to ensuring continued tree health and future tree safety, considering and weighing up all relevant matters including:  
(a) The likelihood of the hazard or the risk concerned occurring – will the action create a defect, hazard, loss of tree health or aesthetic value in the present or future.  
(b) The degree of harm that might result from the hazard or the risk - what will the impact be on the tree or future safety of the public.  
(c) What the person concerned knows, or ought reasonably to know about:  
(d) The hazard or the risk – must have adequate knowledge to determine the hazards/risks  
(e) Ways of eliminating or minimising the risk – must have adequate knowledge in relation to alternative measures  
(f) The availability and suitability of ways to eliminate or minimise the risk – are other resources or techniques available to complete works to the standard.  
(g) After assessing the extent of the risk and the available ways of eliminating or minimising the risk, the cost associated with available ways of eliminating or minimising the risk, including whether the cost is grossly disproportionate to the risk – does the cost required to complete works to the standard grossly outweigh the value of the tree.  
 
Contractors completing pruning works are required to complete all works to AS4373 as far as reasonably practicable which includes not removing more than 30% of foliage, not removing large structural limbs, using top/bottom cut method to prune to eliminate bark tearing. Where this cannot be achieved the site or trees are to be referred to Council’s Trees Management Team to make an assessment on whether it is reasonably practicable to deviate from AS4373. 
  
Qualified and Trained Personnel  
Council requires contractors undertaking vegetation management activities to have sufficient knowledge, qualifications, training, authorisation and experience appropriate for the task they are to perform to ensure tree activities are conducted in a safe and environmentally responsible manner.  
 
All powerline vegetation workers must complete Certificate II in ESI Powerline Vegetation Control. This course provides competencies for planning and carrying out vegetation control at and above ground level near live electrical apparatus.  
 
Where a person performs multiple roles, they shall undertake the mandatory training for each of those roles. To operate High Risk Plant and equipment (e.g., EWP) the operator shall have the applicable High Risk Licence issued by WorkSafe Victoria.  
 
Where pruning to achieve clearance will not allow compliance with AS4373, City of Whittlesea may elect to:  
· Increase the pruning frequency to minimise the required pruning.  
· Remove scaffold/ parent limbs initially to minimise future required pruning.  
· Remove trees where the resulting pruning would leave trees unsuitable for retention.  
 
Where the above situations occur, the Parks Officer at City of Whittlesea is to be notified. Where trees are to be removed, the Service Provider will inform the relevant resident in person or by a written notification card. 
 
Plant and Equipment
The Service Provider must select the appropriate plant and equipment to perform electrical line clearance of vegetation given the following considerations:  
· Access to site  
· Voltage of overhead conductors - equipment suitably insulated and tested.  
· Proximity of vegetation to conductors.  
· Configuration of equipment  
· Reach/ height of equipment.  
· Cutting tools proportional to material to be cut.  
 
Once each of these points has been considered, the best fit for the task should be selected. Availability may also be a defining factor, where the best fit is not available other options may be considered, however must still be able to achieve acceptable pruning standards in a safe manner. 
  
All items of plant and equipment (including contractor’s plant) utilised on the contract must undergo a plant risk assessment/initial audit and all safety risks must be appropriately controlled prior to use of any plant or equipment on site. This can take the form of a Health and Safety Audit or an approved Plant Risk Assessment from a qualified supplier. 
  
Daily Plant Pre-Start Safety Checks are compulsory for all plant on site and must be undertaken at the beginning of each work shift prior to use or operation of the plant by the relevant operator. Specific Daily Plant Safety Checklists relevant and appropriate to the item of plant are to be used for this purpose. 
  
Auditing  
Council and the Service Provider shall conduct regular inspections of work sites to ensure that cutting or removal is done in accordance with industry standards, including AS4373 (Pruning of Amenity Trees) and that the Service Provider continually demonstrates compliance with the prescribed safety and environmentally responsible aspects of the industry. 
  
Council is responsible for auditing of the vegetation management process including compliance to the requirements of this Plan.  The Council and Service Provider use the Forestree system in combination with the Microsoft Forms program (Appendix 7) to inspect and document pruning works for clearance compliance. The trees audited are randomly selected following ELC pruning works. The data is collected to ensure compliance to Council standards and the requirements of this plan. The Council officer or Service Provider conducting the audits will schedule works for any trees that do not conform to the prescribed standards. 
  
Primary audits, such as OHS Systems, Environmental Management Systems, Quality Control, Traffic Management Procedures, etc., are targeted at the verification of systems of management and risk mitigation. These are further supported by field verification and compliance monitoring audits. 
  
Primary audits are conducted by personnel who have suitable audit training and background. External specialist resources, which are experienced and have appropriate expertise in the relevant field, may be engaged to assist. Where appropriate Council and contractor’s management are directly involved in these audits. 
  
The audit schedule is reviewed annually to address any changes in business requirements, concerns from previous years, and the contractor’s performance history. There are broadly four different types of audits within the schedule, relating to;  
· Health and Safety – Safe work methods (e.g., General work methods, working near powerlines and tree clearing methods), equipment vehicles and plant, inductions, training and authorisation, traffic management.  
· Compliance – General inspection and cutting compliance with programs, hazardous trees, stakeholder and defect management.  
· Procedure/Work Instruction – Policies, work instructions, procedures, customer notification, data management and accuracy, reporting and documentation.  
· Environmental – Important or significant vegetation, chemicals, weeds, noise, pruning technique and quality.  
 
The audit process considers actual performance and outputs and then compares them against planned performance and expected outputs. Where a variation occurs, the item is noted and followed through to ensure corrective actions are taken and improvement opportunities are factored into plans to enhance future performance. 
  
In addition to the audits carried out above, a Code Compliance Audit is conducted annually by Council. This audit is designed to ensure Council’s compliance with the Code of Practice for Electric Line Clearance (the Code) contained in the Schedule to the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020.  
 
The focus of the audit is on Council’s systems, records and processes that have been designed and are used to manage Council’s electric line clearance obligations. Any nonconformances identified will be addressed within agreed timeframes and with agreed methods. If a non-compliance is found to be a result of the Service Provider not meeting its contractual obligations, the breach of compliance may be deemed by the Unit Manager as a breach of contract and may result in termination of the contract.  
 
The annual review of the ELCMP will ensure that the latest version of AS4373 is being applied.  
 
When vegetation pruning methods are unable to comply with the requirements of AS4373, the Parks Officer is to be notified. AS 4373 and the definition of “as far as practicable” will be outworked to personnel at the induction. Every action will be taken to ensure that vegetation pruning methods taken minimise the extent of pruning and the effects of such pruning on vegetation. The process above is not required when a tree is being trimmed back to established practices for that tree. 
  
Rectifying Unacceptable Works  
 
If tree cutting is identified as not complying with AS4373 where it is audited or assessed that the standard should have been complied with, the cause of the non-compliance will be assessed and the inspector or cutting crew will be disciplined and further training undertaken as deemed necessary. Penalties may apply as per the Contract agreement. The Parks Officer will arrange to carry out remedial works where possible or required. 
 
(l) A description of each alternative compliance mechanism in respect of which the responsible person has applied, or proposes to apply, for approval under clause 31 of the Code 
 
This clause is not applicable to Council at this time. If an alternative compliance mechanism is required in the future, this ELCMP will be updated to reflect proper process to be followed. 
 
	(m) 	The details of each approval for an alternative compliance mechanism 
 
i. that the responsible person holds  
 
This clause is not applicable to Council at this time. If an alternative compliance mechanism is required in the future, this ELCMP will be updated to reflect proper process to be followed.  
ii. that is in effect  
 
This clause is not applicable to Council at this time. If an alternative compliance mechanism is required in the future, this ELCMP will be updated to reflect proper process to be followed. 
 
(n) A description of the measures that must be used to assess the performance of the responsible person under the management plan 
 
The Parks Officer will conduct regular audits as per the Audit Program to ensure that inspection and cutting has been completed in accordance with industry standards, including Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020, AS4373:2007 Pruning of Amenity Trees and best practice methods according to the schedule. 
  
If provided, non-compliance sites and outages data provided by Electricity Network Operators are reviewed at the scheduled meetings. Utilising this historical data, a range of benchmarks for intervention of non-compliance has been established. 
  
· For internal audits a 100% compliance benchmark is in place for powerline clearance. Scoring less than this threshold requires investigation, the program will not be recorded complete until additional works are completed, and a new audit conducted. This process is performed by the Parks Officer. Works by internal staff are subject to individual performance management. This allows mechanisms and incentives for improvement.  
· Analysis of work types, job numbers and works priorities completed each year are also used to give insight into the number of trees reaching intervention levels between pruning cycles. Review of works completed over consecutive visits can show trends in the performance of the current ELCMP. An increase in high and urgent priority works of greater than 10% triggers an investigation by the Parks Officer to investigate causes and implement improvement strategies where required.  
· If supplied, compliance and outage results from Electricity Network Operators are used to help monitor the performance of this plan. This will be measured on a number of events basis/month or year. Significant increases between periods would also warrant investigation.  
 
Every action will be taken to ensure that vegetation pruning methods taken minimise the extent of pruning and the effects of such pruning on vegetation. The decision to inspect and conduct ELC works annually will assist with this aim. 
 
(o) Details of the audit processes that must be used to determine the responsible person's compliance with the Code 
 
Sample Sizes for auditing  
The City of Whittlesea undertakes line clearance audits with randomly selected tree assets following ELC works. The City of Whittlesea requires 100% line clearance compliance. If this requirement is not met the Service Provider is required to return to the site and complete required pruning in line with the pruning agreement. Where non-compliance of electrical line clearance has occurred, the City of Whittlesea will determine whether further investigation and or process improvement or discipline improvement is warranted. This will involve analysis of non-compliance data, previous work practice audits and other field observations. Our Service Provider contract discipline process will be used to ensure compliance is achieved. Stakeholder concerns and feedback from our work crews will also be considered. As part of the audits, we may undertake more detailed sampling to focus on a particular geographical area or expand more broadly across the Declared Area. If annual pruning is insufficient in maintaining clearance distances the affected trees will be considered for removal and replacement with suitable tree species. 
 
Control of Non-Conformances  
The root cause for the non-conformances is identified and monitored. Recurrence of the same non-conformance will be reviewed to determine the root cause of the problem. Nonconformances that are likely to result in a safety hazard or not complying with a regulation are considered critical and must be dealt with immediately. Non-conformances may be treated as a breach of contract and as such, the contract may be terminated at the discretion of the responsible officer.  
 
Electricity Network Operators conduct inspections and may report trees to Council that it has recorded as non-compliant to the regulations. These items will be reviewed, and items identified as not complying with the clearance requirements will be programmed to be cleared.  
 
Any non-conformances identified by Council will be addressed within the timeframes that ensure compliance is maintained. The potential risk of a non-conformance can vary greatly and this will be evaluated.  
 
Annual Review and Continuous Improvement  
The Quality Monitoring System (QMS) will assess contractor performance against specifications, as well as other quality measures that will help Council determine how the Service Provider is performing.  
The Service Provider’s representatives will be required to meet monthly with the City of Whittlesea representative in an open forum to discuss relevant matters related to the service provision.  
 
(p) The qualifications and experience that the responsible person must require of the persons who are to carry out the inspection, cutting or removal of trees in accordance with the Code 
 
No person shall perform tree clearing work in the vicinity of live electrical apparatus unless the person:  
Has completed a training course approved by ESV; and  
a) has a standard of qualifications, proficiency and experience that enable the person to safely perform the work; and  
b) has been endorsed in writing by the service provider (e.g., the employer) and 
Council to perform the work; and  
c) has documented a hazard identification and risk assessment; and  
d) has implemented a risk management process to control hazards associated with the work; and  
e) complies with ‘Electrical Safety Rules for Vegetation Management Work near Overhead Powerlines by Non-Electrical Workers’, as published or amended from time to time by Energy Safe Victoria.  
 
In the Electricity Safety (General) Regulations 2019 r.617 a qualified person means a person who holds a current certificate that is approved by Energy Safe Victoria specifying satisfactory completion of a training course in tree clearing along with specific requirements outlined in “The Blue Book” when working on or near high voltage electrical equipment.  
 
All vegetation workers must complete Certificate II in ESI Powerline Vegetation Control and ESV annual refresher training. This course and refresher training provides competencies for planning and carrying out vegetation control at and above ground level near live electrical apparatus. Council will review the ESV training requirements prior to the development of each ELCMP. 
  
The consulting companies inspecting arborists must have Qualifications approved by ESV and experience in the performance of ELC assessment and associated activities. 
 
Records of all training and refresher training are kept by the Service Provider and Council.  
 
The service provider will ensure that all personnel are fully conversant with the work they are required to perform and they are qualified, trained, suitably experienced and are competent to carry out their duties.  
 
Refresher training is required for some compliance training modules and its purpose is to provide the employee with an opportunity to recall and reinforce their previously acquired knowledge and skills. At this opportunity, it is usual that a competence assessment is completed which may include a verbal, written and practical assessment. Refresher training may also include changes in legislation, changes to guidance material and information. 
  
The service providers ELC staff will be required to read the ELCMP before commencing work, provide copies of all relevant certificates/licences and sign off the ELC worker induction form. The induction form is checked by the service provider representative and Council before confirming workers qualification to undertake nominated duties. 
 
Any employees or contractors identified to not have current training, qualification or authorisations as required will be stood down from working on the Program and will only be permitted to return to work for the Council when the deficiencies are rectified and at the Unit Manager’s discretion. 
 
A live training matrix will be stored on Councils SharePoint program to track ELC worker 
qualifications and training refresher dates. Any qualifications nearing expiry will be discussed at the monthly meeting. 	 


(q) Notification and consultation procedures 
 
Council provides information on the City of Whittlesea website as to when a zoned area will be pruned. Residents can input their postcode into the system and are informed as to when pruning works are due to occur. Notification of Council’s program of works will be undertaken in accordance with the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulation’s 2020. Where Council intends to cut or remove a tree where the tree is of cultural or environmental significance Council as the responsible person will give notice of the intended cutting or removal to all affected persons in accordance with the regulations.  
 
The Service Provider is required to prepare and deliver works notifications to all relevant authorities for ELC maintenance activities. The Service Provider is responsible for notifying all relevant Authorities, obtaining information and arranging for all service shutdowns or safeguarding.  
 
Prior to commencing any ELC works, the Service Provider is to identify all potential works situations which may cause or necessitate disruptions to power supplies.  
The Service Provider will notify all residents or businesses at a minimum of forty-eight (48) hours prior to any scheduled disruptions to power supplied in the given works area.  
The Service Provider will coordinate with the Power Authorities and Public Transport Operators on all aspects of power supply shutdown and re-connections. Any costs associated with shutdown will be borne by the Service Provider.  
 
Where the tree intended for cutting or removal is a tree of cultural or environmental significance, notice will include the impact of the cutting or removal of the tree and the actions to be taken to minimise that impact. The Service Provider is to seek permission from the Tree Officer as to intended cutting of trees with cultural or environmental significance. 
 
By maintaining the Inspection and cutting program and allowing for growth for individual species, no urgent pruning or clearing should be required. In the case of urgent cutting or removal being required, Council will ensure that the process identified under “Emergency Cutting and Pruning” is followed, in accordance with the requirements of the Code. 
 
(r) Dispute resolution procedures  
 
In regard to trees that are part of a dispute, if the vegetation is identified as being noncompliant, the vegetation will be treated and cleared as per the urgent pruning process.  
 
All enquiries should be managed to avoid disputes or complaints if reasonable to do so and the City of Whittlesea’s Charter shall be complied with. Disputes should be resolved as per the following process however at any stage an affected person may choose to raise a complaint via City of Whittlesea’s Customer Service Charter: https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/About-us/About-the-City-of-Whittlesea/Our-customer-charter
 
 	 
For the purposes of dispute resolution, the following Responsible Person may be connected in conformance with the requirements set out in this section. 
	Position:  
	Customer Service 

	Address:  
	25 Ferres Boulevard SOUTH MORANG, 3752 

	Telephone:  
	03 9217 2170 

	e-mail:  
	info@whittlesea.vic.gov.au  


 
Any customers who consider they have been poorly treated under this process are welcome to approach the Energy and Water Ombudsman (EWOV) for recourse. The EWOV is the last industry advocate available to settle tree related disputes. Further recourse may be available through the legal system.  
  
	Name:  
	Energy Safe Victoria  

	Address:  
	Level 22, 2 Southbank Boulevard Southbank VIC 3006 

	Telephone:  
	1800 800 158  

	e-mail:  
	info@energysafe.vic.gov.au  


 
	Name:  
	Energy and Water Ombudsman (Victoria) Ltd  

	Address:  
	Central Tower, Level 8/360 Elizabeth St, Melbourne VIC 3000 

	Telephone:  
	1800 500 509  

	e-mail:  
	ewovinfo@ewov.com.au  


 
 
The dispute resolution procedure is available for inspection at Council offices during normal business hours. The procedure is also published on Council’s website. 
 
	Address of Principle office: 
 
	25 Ferres Boulevard 
SOUTH MORANG VIC  3752 

	Normal business hours: 
	Monday to Friday: 8:30am to 5:00pm 

	Telephone: 
	(03) 9217 2170 

	Weblink: 
	https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au 


 
Obligations Relating to the Management Plan – Regulation 10  
The following sections are as per Regulation 10 of the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020. 
 
A responsible person must ensure that a copy of the current management plan is published on the responsible person’s Internet site 
 
The plan published on the City of Whittlesea’s website is to be used as the current version of the plan.  
 
The Electric Line Clearance Management Plan is published on Council’s website at www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au. The Unit Manager will provide the City of Whittlesea IT department with any revisions and the updated copy of the ELCMP prior to 31 March of each year and will ensure it is available and superseded revisions are removed. Exemptions – Regulation 11 
The following sections are as per Regulation 11 of the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020. 
 
2a. A responsible person who receives an exemption must ensure that a copy of the exemption is published on the responsible person’s Internet site 
This clause is not applicable to Council at this time. There are no exemptions in place. If an exemption is required in the future, this ELCMP will be updated to reflect proper process to be followed. The exemption will also be published on the Council website and a link provided. 
 
2b. A responsible person who receives an exemption must ensure that a copy of the exemption is available for inspection at the responsible person's principal office in the State during normal business hours 
This clause is not applicable to Council at this time. There are no exemptions in place. If an exemption is required in the future, this ELCMP will be updated to reflect proper process to be followed. The exemption will also be available at the principal Council office for inspection. 
 
	Address of Principal office: 
 
	25 Ferres Boulevard SOUTH MORANG VIC  3752 

	Normal business hours: 
	Monday to Friday: 8:30am to 5:00pm 

	Telephone: 
	(03) 9217 2170  


 
 
 
	5 	Part 2, Division 1 & 2 of the Code of Practice for Electric Line Clearance. 
 
Clearance Responsibilities – Cutting and Removing Trees 
 
Exception to minimum clearance space for structural branches around insulated low voltage electric lines 
 
Insulated low Voltage Electric Lines (Structural Branches)  
- incorporating Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020, Part 2, Division 1, Schedule 4 
 
Responsibility  
Exceptions to the required minimum clearance space for Insulated Low Voltage cables may occur in the City of Whittlesea’s Declared Area. The Parks Officer is responsible for managing and implementing all stages of this procedure.  
 
Procedure  
Where a branch is wider than 130mm at the point at which it enters the minimum clearance space, and the branch is more than 300mm from the line of Insulated Low Voltage Electrical Lines the vegetation may be eligible to be classified as an E4.  
 
For existing vegetation classified as E4; Prior to the commencement of the Inspection for the current year, all existing Exception 4 classed vegetation will be provided to the inspector for re-inspection to determine if the trees still meet the requirements and will maintain the requirements for a further 12 months. If the tree/s will not continue to meet the requirements for 12 months, the pruning works will be included in the current year program to ensure compliance is maintained at all times.  
 
For new trees identified as E4 during inspections, the inspector will record “E4” on the Work Instruction Sheet where a branch is wider than 130mm at the point at which it enters the minimum clearance space and the branch is more than 300mm from the line of Insulated Low Voltage Electrical Lines.  
 
The City of Whittlesea is separated into 30 pruning zones (See Appendix 9). The commissioned arboricultural consulting company conducts proactive inspections of Council trees on the Biennial Inspection program (See Appendix 8a). In this program Council trees are assessed for approved clearance distances and pruning works are logged for trees that do not meet the required distances as determined by Council standards and ESV. Fast growing tree species that require more intensive pruning to maintain clearance distances are placed on the Annual Inspection and Maintenance Program. Every tree under electrical lines within the declared area are assessed annually as a project within Forestree (See Appendix 8b). All ESI inspectors and those working in the vicinity of power lines are ESI qualified. 
 
Clearance Assessments  
Trees are assessed by a suitably qualified Arborist who will visually estimate the current clearance and apply an additional distance for estimated growth.  
 
Exception Audits  
Vegetation managed under this process will be audited concurrently with Inspection Quality Audits. The Auditor will visually assess the tree from the ground and ensure that he / she is satisfied that the clearances specified in the assessments are satisfactory and an appropriate safety outcome has been achieved. 
 
(a) Exception to minimum clearance space for small branches around insulated low voltage electric lines 
 
Insulated low Voltage Electric Lines (Small Branches)  
- incorporating Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020, Part 2, Division 1, Schedule 5  
 
Responsibility  
The Service Provider is responsible for managing and implementing all stages of this procedure.  
 
Procedure  
City of Whittlesea will refer to its tree database date records when pruning works are undertaken. Branches will not be required to be cleared where an inspection identifies the presence of branches that meet the requirements for exception as outlined in Schedule 1, Part 2, Section 5 of the Code:  
· Are less than 10 millimetres wide at the point where it entered the minimum clearance space, and  
· Vegetation clearance works were recorded in the previous twelve months.  
 
a. Exception to minimum clearance space for structural branches around uninsulated low voltage electric lines in low bushfire risk areas Uninsulated low Voltage Electric Lines  
- incorporating Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020, Part 2, Division 1, Schedule 6.  
 
Responsibility  
 
The Service Provider will maintain the minimum clearance space for Un-insulated Low Voltage cables within the City of Whittlesea’s declared area. There are currently no exemptions to the required minimum clearance space for Uninsulated Low Voltage cables within the City of Whittlesea. 
 
b. Responsible person may cut or remove hazard tree  
- incorporating Part 2 Division 1 Schedule 8  
 
A hazard tree is a tree that:  
· a suitably qualified arborist has assessed the tree in regard to foreseeable conditions and advised the tree or part of the tree is likely to fail and will contact an electric line if this occurs.  
 
All identified hazard trees are to be cleared to ensure compliance is maintained and in a time that prevents the tree from entering the clearance space. Hazard trees are to be cleared only when it is safe to do so and if a Hazard tree cannot be removed in a timely manner, Electricity Network Operators are to be contacted to discuss other means of removal or Powerline disconnection.  
 
As part of the scheduled inspection the consulting company will seek to identify vegetation infringing on clearance space within the declared area. The Inspection includes the Hazard Space outside the clearance and regrowth spaces. Any trees within the Hazard Space deemed to contain significant faults and an immediate risk to the public will be cleared without further assessment. 
 
In situations where the Service Provider identifies a tree that is likely to fall onto or otherwise come into contact with an electric line that is not urgent or a risk to the Public, the Service Provider is to inform the City of Whittlesea in which a suitably qualified Council arborist will assess the tree.  Note: For the purpose of this Plan, a hazard tree is a tree that possesses hazardous faults which if not actioned, will negatively impact distribution assets. These trees may possess characteristics such as large cavities, severe decay, major cracks etc.  
 
In situations where the arborist's assessment confirms the likelihood of contact with the electric line having regard to foreseeable local conditions including weather and around instability, Council will remove or cut the hazard tree as per the Code. In the event of a hazard tree being identified as a culturally significant, environmentally significant or habitat tree, Council will where possible minimise the impact on the tree or fauna as previously outlined, to ensure compliance with the requirements of the code, the schedule to the code or to make an unsafe situation safe.  
 
Hazard trees that are found to NOT be the responsibility of Council will be reported to Electricity Network Operators by phone or email.  
 
Trees reported by residents or other authorities will be recorded on Councils Salesforce system. Trees reported that are Council’s responsibility will be actioned as required by this plan. Trees that are not Council’s responsibility will be recorded and forwarded to the relevant Electricity Network Operator.  
 
c. Cutting or removal of:  
· indigenous trees 
· trees listed in a planning scheme to be of ecological, historical or aesthetic significance  
· trees of cultural or environmental significance must be minimised  
 
This requirement is covered in Section 4h.   
 
d. Cutting or removing habitat for threatened fauna  
 
The arboricultural consulting company utilises suitably qualified arborists for tree inspections who can identify whether a tree is native, indigenous or exotic. The City of Whittlesea utilise planning overlays to help protect the habitat of threatened fauna in areas of cultural, historical, botanical, ecological or habitat significance. Planning controls are used in the form of the Environmental Protection Overlay that requires residents to obtain permits to cut or remove remanent vegetation on their own properties.  
 
Mature River Red Gums, Eucalyptus camaldulensis, in an open plains grassland environment are generally recognised as the most important visual and environmental feature of the city. Remnant River Red Gums are protected by the City of Whittlesea Planning Scheme, specifically, Clause 22.10. This clause has enabled the City of Whittlesea to retain as many River Red Gums as possible. The specific tree protection guideline applicable to River Red Gums, endorsed by the Department of Environment, Water, Land and Planning, has proven effective in protecting these trees throughout the subdivision development of the City.  
 
If a habitat tree is identified within the vicinity of electric lines, it will be recorded on City of Whittlesea’s GIS Mapping system. This data is accessed and provided to the Inspector.  
 
All trees are inspected before any works are undertaken. In the event a significant tree is identified during inspection, no pruning shall occur without further consultation with Council. If contractors haven’t already been alerted to a tree by Council as per Section 4h, they are to contact Council if any site indicates that a tree may have significance. 
 
	6 	Part 2, Division 3 of the Code of Practice for Electric Line Clearance.  
Clearance Responsibilities - Notification, Consultation and Dispute Resolution  
 
(a) Responsible person must publish notice before cutting or removing certain trees  
 
This requirement is covered in Section 4q. 
 
 	 
	7 	Part 2, Division 4 of the Code of Practice for Electric Line Clearance. 
Clearance Responsibilities - Additional Duties of Responsible Persons 
 
(a) Duty relating to the safety of cutting or removal of trees close to an electric line 
 
SP Ausnet is the Network Owner and Operator located within the City of Whittlesea declared area. 
 
Where concerns are raised in relation to the safety of maintenance activities associated with maintaining vegetation clearances inside of the declared area, Council will contact Network operator to discuss concerns. Final recommendations will be provided by the relevant Council Liaison Officer in an email to be recorded in Council’s electronic data capture system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 	 

	7 	Appendices (1 – 14) 
 
Appendix 1 –City of Whittlesea Area 
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Appendix 4 – Significant Tree Audit 
 [image: city of whittlesea significant tree register of river red gums. inspected 25 October 2023]
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 Appendix 5 – Forestree System 
 Appendix 6 – Forestree Reactive Works Request 
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Appendix 7 – Quality Audit Form  
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Appendix – 8(a) –Programmed Biennial Maintenance Pruning Schedule 
 
 
 

		





 Appendix – 8(b) – Annual Electrical Line Clearance Forestree Project 
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Appendix 9 – Urban Tree Inspection and Pruning Zones within the Declared Area  
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Appendix 10 – Public Notifications 2025 – COUNCIL WEBSITE
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Appendix 11 – Vegetation Clearance Inspection Process 
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Appendix 12 – ESV Contractor Work Site Audit Sheet template  
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Appendix 13 – ELC Worker Induction Form 
 
 
 








Appendix 14 - Applicable distance clearance space graphs and figures 
[image: graph depicting insulated electric lines in all areas, steady flat line with a steady increase as span distance increases] 
 
Graph 1 Formula  
The formula by which the applicable distance for the middle 2 thirds of an electric line span to which clause 24 applies is calculated as follows:  
For 0 < SD ≤ 40, AD = 300 mm  
For 40 < SD ≤ 100, AD = 300 + ((SD - 40) × 10)  
For 100 < SD, AD = 900 mm  Where:  
SD = Span Distance  AD = Applicable Distance  
Notes to Graph 1  
(1) The applicable distance includes allowances for sag and sway of the conductor.  
(2) The minimum clearance space for an electric line span to which this Graph and clause 24 apply is partially illustrated in Figures 1, 2 and 3.  
(3) The applicable distance for the first and last sixths of an electric line span to which clause 24 applies is 300 millimetres. 
 
 
Reference: Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 S.R. No. 50/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 [image: graph of uninsulated low voltage electric line in low bushfire risk area. flat line with steady increase as span distance increases from 45m] 
 
Graph 2 Formula  
The formula by which the applicable distance for the middle 2 thirds of an electric line span to which clause 25 applies is calculated as follows:  
For 0 < SD ≤ 45, AD = 1000 mm  
For 45 < SD ≤ 100, AD = 1000 + ((SD - 45) × (1500 ÷ 55))  For 100 < SD, AD = 2500 mm  Where:  
SD = Span Distance  AD = Applicable Distance  Notes to Graph 2  
(1) The applicable distance includes allowances for sag and sway of the conductor for a span up to and including 100 metres in length.  
(2) For a span longer than 100 metres, the applicable distance must be extended by an additional distance to allow for sag and sway of the conductor. This is done by adding that distance to the applicable distance (see clause 25(2)(b)).  
(3) A distribution company, or an owner or operator of a railway supply network or a tramway supply network, must assist a Council, if requested, by determining the additional distance that allows for sag and sway of the conductor (see clause 21(2)). 
(4) The minimum clearance space for an electric line span to which this Graph and clause 25 apply is partially illustrated in Figures 1 and 4.  
(5) The applicable distance for the first and last sixths of an electric line span to which clause 25 applies is 1000 millimetres. 
 
 
Reference: Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 S.R. No. 50/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[image: graph of uninsulated high voltage electric line (other than a 66,000 volt electric line) in low bushfire risk area. flat line with a steady increase as span distance increases from 45m onwards] 
 
Graph 3 Formula  
The formula by which the applicable distance for the middle 2 thirds of an electric line span to which clause 26 applies is calculated as follows:  
For 0 < SD ≤ 45, AD = 1500 mm  
For 45 < SD ≤ 100, AD = 1500 + ((SD - 45) × (1000 ÷ 55))  For 100 < SD, AD = 2500 mm  Where:  
SD = Span Distance  AD = Applicable Distance  Notes to Graph 3  
(1) The applicable distance includes allowances for sag and sway of the conductor for a span up to and including 100 metres in length.  
(2) For a span longer than 100 metres, the applicable distance must be extended by an additional distance to allow for sag and sway of the conductor. This is done by adding that distance to the applicable distance (see clause 26(2)(b)).  
(3) A distribution company, or an owner or operator of a railway supply network or a tramway supply network, must assist a Council, if requested, by determining the additional distance (see clause 21(2)).  
(4) The minimum clearance space for an electric line span to which this Graph and clause 26 apply is partially illustrated in Figures 1 and 3. 
(5) The applicable distance for the first and last sixths of an electric line span to which clause 26 applies is 1500 millimetres. 
 
Reference: Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 S.R. No. 50/2020 
 
 
 
 
[image: graph of uninsulated 66,000 volt electric line in low bushfire risk area. flat line with slower incline as span distance increases from 45m] 
 
Graph 4 Formula  
The formula by which the applicable distance for the middle 2 thirds of an electric line span to which clause 27 applies is calculated as follows:  
For 0 < SD ≤ 45, AD = 2250 mm  
For 45 < SD ≤ 100, AD = 2250 + ((SD - 45) × (1250 ÷ 55))  For 100 < SD, AD = 3500 mm  Where:  
SD = Span Distance  AD = Applicable Distance  Notes to Graph 4  
(1) The applicable distance includes allowances for sag and sway of the conductor for a span up to and including 100 metres in length.  
(2) For a span longer than 100 metres, the applicable distance must be extended by an additional distance to allow for sag and sway of the conductor. This is done by adding that distance to the applicable distance (see clause 27(2)(a)(ii)).  
(3) A distribution company, or an owner or operator of a railway supply network or a tramway supply network, must assist a Council, if requested, by determining the additional distance (see clause 21(2)).  
(4) The minimum clearance space for an electric line span to which this Graph and clause 27 apply is partially illustrated in Figures 1 and 5. 
(5) The applicable distance for the first and last sixths of an electric line span to which clause 27 applies is 2250 millimetres. 
 
Reference: Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 S.R. No. 50/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[image: graph of uninsulated low volatge and high voltage electric line (other than a 66,000 volt electric line) in hazardous bushfire risk area. steady increase as span distance increases from 50m] 
 
Graph 5 Formula  
The formula by which the applicable distance for the middle 2 thirds of an electric line span to which clause 28 applies is calculated as follows:  
For 0 < SD ≤ 45, AD = 1500 mm  
For 45 < SD ≤ 500, AD = 1500 +((SD - 45) × (500 ÷ 303))  For 500 < SD, AD = 2250 mm  Where:  
SD = Span Distance  
AD = Applicable Distance  Notes to Graph 5  
(1) The applicable distance must be extended by an additional distance to allow for sag and sway of the conductor. This is done by adding that distance to the applicable distance (see clause 28(2)(a)).  
(2) A distribution company, or an owner or operator of a railway supply network or a tramway supply network, must assist a Council, if requested, by determining the additional distance (see clause 21(2)).  
(3) The minimum clearance space for an electric line span to which this Graph and clause 28 apply is partially illustrated in Figures 1 and 5.  
(4) The applicable distance for the first and last sixths of an electric line span to which clause 28 applies is 1500 millimetres. 
 
Reference: Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 S.R. No. 50/2020 
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Graph 6 Formula  
The formula by which the applicable distance for the middle 2 thirds of an electric line span to which clause 29 applies is calculated as follows:  
For 0 < SD ≤ 45, AD = 2250 mm  
For 45 < SD ≤ 350, AD = 2250 + ((SD - 45) × (750 ÷ 305))  For 350 < SD, AD = 3000 mm  Where:  
SD = Span Distance  AD = Applicable Distance  Notes to Graph 6  
(1) The applicable distance must be extended by an additional distance to allow for sag and sway of the conductor. This is done by adding that distance to the applicable distance (see clause 29(2)(a)).  
(2) A distribution company, or an owner or operator of a railway supply network or a tramway supply network, must assist a Council, if requested, by determining the additional distance (see clause 21(2)).  
(3) The minimum clearance space for an electric line span to which this Graph and clause 29 apply is partially illustrated in Figures 1 and 5.  
(4) The applicable distance for the first and last sixths of an electric line span to which clause 29 applies is 2250 millimetres. 
 
Reference: Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 S.R. No. 50/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Reference: Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 S.R. No. 50/2020 

Reference: Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 S.R. No. 50/2020 
 
  

 
 
Reference: Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 S.R. No. 50/2020 

8 	Reference Documents 
 
The following is a list of Council documents that include information relating to or referencing the Plan. They are also available upon request for viewing at Council’s Civic Centre with assistance from a member of the Parks and Urban Design department Monday to Friday during normal working hours (excluding public holidays). Should you wish to view them in person please call Council so we can schedule an appointment time. 
 
	Document 
	Availability 

	Complaint Handling - Policy 
	Upon request 

	‘Greening Our Streets’ - Street Tree Management 
Plan (2019-2029) 
	Council Website 

	Whittlesea Municipal Fire Management Sub-Plan 2023 - 2026 
	Council Website 

	Programmed Maintenance Pruning Schedule 
 
	Council Website 

	Roadside Management Strategy (July 2024) 
 
	Council Website 

	Significant Tree Audit Results 
 
	Upon request 

	Tree database (Forestree) 
	Upon request 


 
 
Further references with details of the technical standards that the responsible person will apply or have regard to in connection with electric line clearance work can also be found in; 
 
· Electricity Safety Act 1998 
· Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 
· www.energysafe.vic.gov.au/industry-guidance/electrical/line-clearance/managing-trees-near-powerlines  
· www.energysafe.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-12/Electrical-Safety-Performance-Reporting-Guidelines-Rev-05072022.pdf   

Should the links above be changed, copies of the above documents are available from ESV and downloadable online at: 

www.energysafe.vic.gov.au 

www.legislation.vic.gov.au 
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Induction Record for Line Clearance Workers within the City of Whittlesea

Company:

Employee Name:

Employee Role

Competencies (Contractor & Council to complete this section)

# | Unit of Competency Sighted by Contractor | Sighted by Council
UET20321 - Certificate Il in ESI — Powerline Vegetation Control Name: Name:
OYes O No Initial date of certification: ___/__/. Signature: Signature:

2 | UETDRVC002 — Assess vegetation in an electricity supply industry environment Name: Name:
Oves O No Signature: Signature:

3 | UETDRVC004 - Control vegetation in the vicinity of live electrical apparatus from an elevated work | Name: Name:
platform Signature: Signature:
Oves O No

4| UETDRVCO0S — Control vegetation in the vicinity of live electrical apparatus from ground level Name: Name:
Oves O No Signature: Signature:

5 | UETDRVCO06 - Control vegetation in the vicinity of live electrical apparatus from within the tree Name: Name:
Oves O No Signature: Signature:

7 | UETDRVCO10 - Perform rescue from within a tree in the vicinity of live electrical apparatus (Climber) | Name Name:
Oves O No Signature: Signature:

8 | High risk work licence for EWP Name: Name:
OvYes O No Expiry Date: I Signature: Signature:

Employee Details (Contractor to complete this section)

Employee Duties (Circle all relevant)

ESI EWP Operator
(5 of competencies required: 1,38 8)

ESl ground worker
(& of competencies required: 18.4)

Certificate II Qualified Arborist
(#5 of competencies required: N/A)

Inspector (ESI Qualified)
(5 of competencies required: * 18.2)

Non-ESI EWP Operator
(#s of competencies reat

Non-ES! Ground worker
o5 of competencies required: N/A)

Certificate IIl Qualified Arborist
(#5 of competencies required: N/A)

Inspector (Non-ESI Qualified)
(Competencies required: .

ESI Climber
(5 of competencies required: 1,4,5,&.7)

ESI-EWP Observer
(#s of competencies required: 1, 38 8)

Certificate IIll Qualified Arborist
(5 of competencies required: V/A)

Cert V qualification in Arboriculture

Non-ES! Climber
5 of competencies required: N/A)

Chipper Operator
(PWPHAR2208 Operate a mabile
chipper/mulcher)
Certificate V Qualified Arborist
s of competencies required: N/A)

* The City of Whittlesea require Tree Inspectors to possess a minimum

Prepared By

Tssue Date:

Document No: /A

Review Date: 1
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Annual Refreshers (Council representative to sight and sign off)

EWP Controlled Descent Escape - UETDRMPO04_ | Expiry Date: Sighted by Council ClYes O No
OYes O No Name Signature:
EWP Rescue - UETDRMP0O5 Expiry Date: ___/__/. Sighted by Council ClYes O No
OYes O No Name Signature:
ESV Annual Refresher — ESVAPPROACH — Expiry Date: ___/__/. Sighted by Council ClYes O No
ESVSAFETY — ESCVICINITY Name: Signature:
OYes O No
Employee Declaration (Employee to complete)
I have reviewed the City of Whittlesea ELCMP and are Date: ___/__/.
aware of its requirements to perform the agreed role | OYes O No Name:
in the City of Whittlesea Signature:
The information recorded in this form is accurate and Date: ___/__/.
correct OYes O No Name:
Signature:
Contractor Declaration (Contractor representative to complete)
I have sighted the relevant qualifications for the Date: ___/__ /.
. OYes O No -
agreed role above and forwarded to Council Name Signature:
I have updated the training matrix controlled by the Date: __/__ /.
OYes O No "
ELC contractor Name: Signature:
City of Whittlesea Council representative to complete this section
Updated ELC training Oves Ono | Mome Signature: Date: __/__ /.
matrix has been received
Training documents Oves Ono | MNeme Signature: Date: __/.
received and validated
Employee authorized to Name Signature: Date: ___/__/.
OYes O No
perform ELC works

umer: Giy

| Pagetio:2
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle
2 thirds of electric line span

GRAPH 1—INSULATED ELECTRIC LINES IN ALL AREAS
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

GRAPH 2—UNINSULATED LOW VOLTAGE ELECTRIC
LINE IN LOW BUSHFIRE RISK AREA
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

GRAPH 3—UNINSULATED HIGH VOLTAGE ELECTRIC
LINE (OTHER THAN A 66 000 VOLT ELECTRIC LINE) IN
LOW BUSHFIRE RISK AREA
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

GRAPH 4—UNINSULATED 66 000 VOLT ELECTRIC LINE IN
LOW BUSHFIRE RISK AREA
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

GRAPH 5—UNINSULATED LOW VOLTAGE AND HIGH
VOLTAGE ELECTRIC LINE (OTHER THAN A 66 000 VOLT
ELECTRIC LINE) IN HAZARDOUS BUSHFIRE RISK AREA
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

GRAPH 6—UNINSULATED 66 000 VOLT ELECTRIC LINE IN
HAZARDOUS BUSHFIRE RISK AREA
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

FIGURE 1—PLAN VIEW OF ELECTRIC LINES IN ALL
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

FIGURE 2—INSULATED ELECTRIC LINES IN ALL AREAS
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

FIGURE 3—INSULATED ELECTRIC LINES IN ALL AREAS
AND UNINSULATED HIGH VOLTAGE ELECTRIC LINES
(OTHER THAN 66 000 VOLT ELECTRIC LINES) IN LOW
BUSHFIRE RISK AREAS
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

FIGURE 4—UNINSULATED LOW VOLTAGE ELECTRIC
LINE IN A LOW BUSHFIRE RISK AREA
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

FIGURE 3—INSULATED ELECTRIC LINES IN ALL AREAS
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

FIGURE 4—UNINSULATED LOW VOLTAGE ELECTRIC
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

FIGURE S—UNINSULATED 66 000 VOLT ELECTRIC LINE
IN A LOW BUSHFIRE RISK AREA AND UNINSULATED
ELECTRIC LINE IN A HAZARDOUS BUSHFIRE RISK AREA
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

FIGURE 6—END VIEW OF THE TRANSMISSION LINE
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Schedule 2—Applicable distance for middle 2 thirds of electric line span

FIGURE S—UNINSULATED 66 000 VOLT ELECTRIC LINE
IN A LOW BUSHFIRE RISK AREA AND UNINSULATED
ELECTRIC LINE IN A HAZARDOUS BUSHFIRE RISK AREA
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City of Significant Tree Register
Whittlesea 2023 Tree Report

hsseticl 0ST007224 InspectionDate  25/10/2023
species Eucolyptus comalduensis nspector G Neilon
Common name River Red Gum casing Sossss02
Sinifiance  significant Northng i
Address Growling Frog Golf Course, Wollert

Tree Condition

Height(m) 20 Canopy (avg diameter) (m) 25 DBHavg (cm) 145 DBM(S)(cm) 145

Health  Healthy Suucture Typical Pest/Disease  Lerps

Observation 1 Branch breakage wounds or stubs. Photo 1

Observation2  Habitat hollows
Observation3  None observed
Base material  Dense planting

'AS4370-2009 Protection of trees on development sites
Tree Protection Zone (TP2) radius (m) 15

Revised Burnley Method Valuation
Valuation  $686.978
Form Vigour  Good form with good vigour

Location  Could be better located but no problems.
Life Expectancy 50 Years
Basevalie  $311

‘Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA)

Target Footpath
Target Rating 3

Sie of Part .

Probability o Failure 6

Risk of Harm Broadly Acceptable
Threshold <1:1,000000

Comments
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City of Whittlesea Electrical Line

" CsV EXPORT €D VIEW MAP.
Clearance audit -

INSPECTIONS PROJECT
Project D #6241

TOTAL TREES

8644

NOTES

Hi Rich, Can you please quote for inspection of trees under wires for compliance as per ESV requirements. It would be desirable for Attributes to be updated also Cam
EXTERNAL LINK - USE THIS LINK TO SEND TO CONTRACTORS FOR QUOTING. THEY WILL NOT NEED A LOGIN TO VIEW IT

https://forestree applprojectsisummary/3vrtskaxyugn19h

ASSIGN PROJECT PROGRESS
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Pruning nature strip, street and park trees

To reduce risk to the public, we arrange for tree specialists to assess the sturdiness and
health of our trees at least once every two years.

Our tree professionals judge each tree against industry best practices and, if necessary,
prune the tree to ensure it grows properly and keeps clear of power lines.

If you're concerned about a tree that appears to be a potential hazard, contact us on 03
9217 2170.

ise tree pruning

Unless a tree is within two metres of a built structure, pruning is unlikely
to provide enough relief from the perceived nuisance of falling leaves,
flowers or fruit. It's uncommon for branches that overhang a property to
cause personal damage except under storm conditions, and we will not
prune trees to eliminate a perceived danger.

We try to minimise tree pruning because:

« it wounds the tree and exposes it to attack by insects, pests and diseases

« over-pruning can reduce the life span of a tree

« our two-year cyclic pruning program ensures we provide the majority of
residents with timely customer service.
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Here is a guide to the tree clearances outlined in our Street Tree
Management Plan that we aim towards when we conduct tree pruning
on nature strip and street trees across the City of Whittlesea.

Type of location

Clearance

Electrical line clearances (H.V.
and L.V.) and service wires

Maintain the clearances as per the
Electrical Line Clearance
Management Plan.

Local roads 4m (rural roadsides as required - Tm
behind back of kerb)

Main roads 4.3m

Driveways 3.5m

Footpaths/walkways/nature strips 2.5m

Motorists/pedestrian visibility 2.5m

Road signage, lines of sight and
traffic control devices

Allow for driver and pedestrian
visibility in accordance with
VicRoads/Council sight clearance
standards

Buildings on private property

Maintain a 2m clearance through
pruning cycle
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Pruning nature strip, street and park trees

To reduce risk to the public, we arrange for tree specialists to assess the sturdiness and
health of our trees at least once every two years.

Our tree professionals judge each tree against industry best practices and, if necessary,
prune the tree to ensure it grows properly and keeps clear of power lines.

If you're concerned about a tree that appears to be a potential hazard, contact us on 03
9217 2170.

ise tree pruning

Unless a tree is within two metres of a built structure, pruning is unlikely
to provide enough relief from the perceived nuisance of falling leaves,
flowers or fruit. It's uncommon for branches that overhang a property to
cause personal damage except under storm conditions, and we will not
prune trees to eliminate a perceived danger.

We try to minimise tree pruning because:

« it wounds the tree and exposes it to attack by insects, pests and diseases

« over-pruning can reduce the life span of a tree

« our two-year cyclic pruning program ensures we provide the majority of
residents with timely customer service.
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Here is a guide to the tree clearances outlined in our Street Tree
Management Plan that we aim towards when we conduct tree pruning
on nature strip and street trees across the City of Whittlesea.

Type of location

Clearance

Electrical line clearances (H.V.
and L.V.) and service wires

Maintain the clearances as per the
Electrical Line Clearance
Management Plan.

Local roads 4m (rural roadsides as required - Tm
behind back of kerb)

Main roads 4.3m

Driveways 3.5m

Footpaths/walkways/nature strips 2.5m

Motorists/pedestrian visibility 2.5m

Road signage, lines of sight and
traffic control devices

Allow for driver and pedestrian
visibility in accordance with
VicRoads/Council sight clearance
standards

Buildings on private property

Maintain a 2m clearance through
pruning cycle
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Induction Record for Line Clearance Workers within the City of Whittlesea

Company:

Employee Name:

Employee Role

Competencies (Contractor & Council to complete this section)

# | Unit of Competency Sighted by Contractor | Sighted by Council
UET20321 - Certificate Il in ESI — Powerline Vegetation Control Name: Name:
OYes O No Initial date of certification: ___/__/. Signature: Signature:

2 | UETDRVC002 — Assess vegetation in an electricity supply industry environment Name: Name:
Oves O No Signature: Signature:

3 | UETDRVC004 - Control vegetation in the vicinity of live electrical apparatus from an elevated work | Name: Name:
platform Signature: Signature:
Oves O No

4| UETDRVCO0S — Control vegetation in the vicinity of live electrical apparatus from ground level Name: Name:
Oves O No Signature: Signature:

5 | UETDRVCO06 - Control vegetation in the vicinity of live electrical apparatus from within the tree Name: Name:
Oves O No Signature: Signature:

7 | UETDRVCO10 - Perform rescue from within a tree in the vicinity of live electrical apparatus (Climber) | Name Name:
Oves O No Signature: Signature:

8 | High risk work licence for EWP Name: Name:
OvYes O No Expiry Date: I Signature: Signature:

Employee Details (Contractor to complete this section)

Employee Duties (Circle all relevant)

ESI EWP Operator
(5 of competencies required: 1,38 8)

ESl ground worker
(& of competencies required: 18.4)

Certificate II Qualified Arborist
(#5 of competencies required: N/A)

Inspector (ESI Qualified)
(5 of competencies required: * 18.2)

Non-ESI EWP Operator
(#s of competencies reat

Non-ES! Ground worker
o5 of competencies required: N/A)

Certificate IIl Qualified Arborist
(#5 of competencies required: N/A)

Inspector (Non-ESI Qualified)
(Competencies required: .

ESI Climber
(5 of competencies required: 1,4,5,&.7)

ESI-EWP Observer
(#s of competencies required: 1, 38 8)

Certificate IIll Qualified Arborist
(5 of competencies required: V/A)

Cert V qualification in Arboriculture

Non-ES! Climber
5 of competencies required: N/A)

Chipper Operator
(PWPHAR2208 Operate a mabile
chipper/mulcher)
Certificate V Qualified Arborist
s of competencies required: N/A)

* The City of Whittlesea require Tree Inspectors to possess a minimum

Prepared By

Tssue Date:

Document No: /A

Review Date: 1
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Annual Refreshers (Council representative to sight and sign off)

EWP Controlled Descent Escape - UETDRMPO04_ | Expiry Date: Sighted by Council ClYes O No
OYes O No Name Signature:
EWP Rescue - UETDRMP0O5 Expiry Date: ___/__/. Sighted by Council ClYes O No
OYes O No Name Signature:
ESV Annual Refresher — ESVAPPROACH — Expiry Date: ___/__/. Sighted by Council ClYes O No
ESVSAFETY — ESCVICINITY Name: Signature:
OYes O No
Employee Declaration (Employee to complete)
I have reviewed the City of Whittlesea ELCMP and are Date: ___/__/.
aware of its requirements to perform the agreed role | OYes O No Name:
in the City of Whittlesea Signature:
The information recorded in this form is accurate and Date: ___/__/.
correct OYes O No Name:
Signature:
Contractor Declaration (Contractor representative to complete)
I have sighted the relevant qualifications for the Date: ___/__ /.
. OYes O No -
agreed role above and forwarded to Council Name Signature:
I have updated the training matrix controlled by the Date: __/__ /.
OYes O No "
ELC contractor Name: Signature:
City of Whittlesea Council representative to complete this section
Updated ELC training Oves Ono | Mome Signature: Date: __/__ /.
matrix has been received
Training documents Oves Ono | MNeme Signature: Date: __/.
received and validated
Employee authorized to Name Signature: Date: ___/__/.
OYes O No
perform ELC works

umer: Giy

| Pagetio:2
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