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REDUCING CONGESTION  
AND ENHANCING LIVEABILITY 
Since the tram line was extended to RMIT Bundoora in 1993 
there has been substantial residential growth along Plenty 
Road through to South Morang and beyond.  With limited 
public transport options our residents are forced to rely 
heavily on cars which only worsen the heavy traffic congestion, 
particularly along Plenty Road. We know that congestion has 
serious impacts on the wellbeing of individuals and families and 
compounds the issue of mortgage stress that many residents 
already experience.2  The extension of T86 would help alleviate 
congestion and vastly improve liveability of surrounding areas.  

IMPROVED CONVENIENCE AND CAPACITY 
The bus networks currently servicing travel between University 
Hill and Plenty Valley Town Centre are important yet do not meet 
the public transport needs of our community.  Given population 
growth and the establishment of education and employment 
precincts such as University Hill and RMIT, the area needs the 
higher capacity public transport option of a tram. People also 
need a continuous public transport option that does not involve 
a time-consuming and inconvenient transfer from a high capacity 
tram to queue on busy Plenty Road for a spot on a bus.  

ACCESS TO EDUCATION,  
EMPLOYMENT AND RECREATION CENTRES 
The extension of T86 will improve public transport access to 
significant education, employment and service hubs such  
as RMIT Bundoora, La Trobe University, University Hill,  
Mill Park Library, Mill Park Police Station, and the Plenty Valley 
Town Centre. 

Users of the Mernda train service will be able to easily transfer 
to a high capacity tram service at South Morang Station to 
access university campuses and services on Plenty Road.  
It will also enable longer trips to the inner suburbs and 
Melbourne CBD. 

THE LAND IS ALREADY SET ASIDE 
Land has been placed aside along Plenty Road and Bush 
Boulevard leading towards the Plenty Valley Town Centre en 
route to South Morang train station. Planning for and having 
land available allows the T86 extension to be designed and 
delivered expeditiously.

Tram Route 86 (T86) runs along Plenty Road and ends at 
McKimmies Road, near RMIT in Bundoora. Our residents 
have long called for the tram route to be extended to the 
Plenty Valley Town Centre and beyond. 

A feasibility study on the extension of Tram Route 86 is 
currently being considered by the State Government.  
This study should be publicly released so this  
important project can be progressed.

OUR COMMUNITY URGENTLY NEEDS  
TRAM ROUTE 86 EXTENSION

The extension of Tram Route 86 from  
the current terminus at University Hill 
to the Plenty Valley Town Centre will 
improve the everyday lives of 13,500 
local residents in the tram catchment.  

It will allow users of the future  
Mernda train station to transfer at  
South Morang to access university 
campuses, employment hubs and 
services via a well-connected,  
high capacity public  
transport network.  



1 City of Whittlesea Residential Catchment Mapping, February 2016.
2 atlas id (2018). City of Whittlesea Mortgage Stress 2016.  

Available: www.altas.id.com.au/whittlesea [accessed July 2018].
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