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LOBED NEEDLE GRASS IS A HIGHLY  
INVASIVE WEED

•	 What is it? 

	 Lobed	needle	grass	is	one	of	the	worst	types	of	noxious		 	
	 weeds	in	Victoria,	with	the	potential	to	cause	major	damage			
	 to	the	agricultural	use	of	land	and	natural	areas.	It	is	classed		
	 as	a	‘State	prohibited	weed’	under	law	meaning	that	it	is		 	
	 considered	to	be	among	the	highest	category	of	noxious		
	 weeds	in	our	State	but	one	which	is	still	capable	of	being		 	
	 eradicated.2		It	forms	dense	competitive	infestations	which		 	
	 can	displace	native	grasses	and	productive	grass	palatable	to		
	 livestock.3			

•	 Where is it from?	

	 Lobed	needle	grass	is	indigenous	to	Uruguay,	Argentina	and			
	 Brazil.		It	is	closely	related	to	serrated	tussock,	widely		 	
	 regarded	as	the	worst	pasture	weed	in	Australia.4		

•	 When did it first emerge?

	 It	has	thought	to	have	been	present	in	our	municipality	for		 	
	 more	than	40	years.5		

•	 How does is spread?	

	 It	can	produce	thousands	of	seeds	which	are	sharp	and		 	
	 capable	of	attaching	to	clothing,	fur	and	equipment.		The		 	
	 grass	is	fast	growing	and	can	be	spread	easily,	including		 	
	 via	seeds	spreading	when	soil	is	moved.	

•	 How far has it spread? 

	 Potential	Distribution	in	Australia	has	been	estimated	to	be		 	
	 600,000	ha	with	substantial	areas	of	Victoria	at	risk.6				

Lobed needle grass poses a significant threat to biodiversity and 
agricultural productivity. It is classed as a ‘State prohibited weed’ 
under law meaning that it is considered to be among the highest 
category of noxious weeds in our State but one which is still 
capable of being eradicated.1  Since 2012 the State Government 
has taken no action to eradicate lobed needle grass despite 
having a statutory duty to take reasonable steps to do so. 

OUR FARMERS URGENTLY NEED  
LOBED NEEDLE GRASS 
ERADICATION

What is needed: 
• Urgent reinstatement of the lobed needle  
 grass eradication program.  Alternatively -

• $160,000 per annum for the City   
 of Whittlesea to undertake eradication   
 programs with local landowners. 



FOR SEVEN YEARS THERE HAS BEEN NO 
ACTION TO ERADICATE LOBED NEEDLE GRASS 

•	 What is the Government’s responsibility 
under law? 

	
	 Lobed	Needle	Grass	is	classed	as	a	State	prohibited	weed	

under	the	Catchment	and	Land	Protection	Act	1994	(Vic)	
(CaLP	Act).		Under	the	CaLP	Act,	The	Secretary	must	take	all	
reasonable	steps	to	eradicate	State	prohibited	weeds	from	
all	land	in	the	State.10		

•	 What action has the Government taken to 
eradicate lobed needle grass? 

	
	 Up	until	2012-2013	the	State	Government	ran	eradication	

programs.	Since	then	the	State	Government	has	taken	
no	action	to	eradicate	Lobed	Needle	Grass	since	2012-
2013	despite	it	having	a	statutory	responsibility	to	take	
reasonable	steps	to	do	so.	

•	 What has the City of Whittlsea done to 
encourage action?	

	 We	have	written	to	the	responsible	Minster	and	responsible	
Departments	multiple	times	and	have	spoken	to	
Department	representatives	to	try	to	determine	why	the	
eradication	program	ceased	and	to	encourage	that	it	be	
resumed.	

	

LOBED NEEDLE GRASS CAN BE ERADICATED IF 
IMMEDIATE ACTION IS TAKEN 

•	 What has the Government told us? 
	
	 We	have	been	advised	by	the	responsible	Minister	and	

Department	representatives	that	an	assessment	was	made	
that	it	was	no	longer	feasible	for	lobed	needle	grass	to	be	
eradicated	from	Victoria	(however,	no	formal	feasibility	
assessment	was	undertaken	in	forming	this	view).	For	this	
reason,	the	responsible	Department	has	opted	to	take	no	
action	towards	eradicating	lobed	needle	grass.		

•	 What should be happening?

	 It	is	our	strong	view	that	it	is	still	possible	for	lobed	needle	
grass	to	be	eradicated	because	infestation	numbers	are		
still	relatively	low.	However,	urgent	action	is	needed	to		
eradicate	lobed	needle	grass	while	there	is	still	the	
opportunity	to	do	so.		If	eradication	is	not	possible		
then	containment	options	should	be	put	in	place,		
in	accordance	with	Government	biosecurity		
protocols.		
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IN VICTORIA LOBED NEEDLE GRASS 
MAINLY IMPACTS THE CITY OF WHITTLESEA 
BUT WILL SOON IMPACT NEIGHBORING 
MUNICIPALITIES

•	 Where is it found?	
	
	 According	to	the	State	Government’s	database,	the	

Victorian	Biodiversity	Atlas,	87	per	cent	of	the	records	of	
lobed	needle	grass	are	located	within	the	City	of	Whittlesea	
(217	out	of	248).7		It	is	mainly	found	in	Epping,	Mernda	and	
Donnybrook.	We	understand	that	121	properties	were	part	
of	the	eradication	program.			

•	 Where is it likely to spread to? 
	 	

Municipalities	neighbouring	the	City	of	Whittlesea,	mainly	
Hume,	Mitchell,	Nillumbik	and	Darebin,	are	at	great	threat	
of	infestation.	

	

LOBED NEEDLE GRASS IS A SIGNIFICANT 
THREAT TO OUR FARMERS 

•	 Why can it harm farmers? 
	 	

Lobed	needle	grass	is	unpalatable	to	stock	and	can	displace	
productive	pasture	species.		It	can	outcompete	edible	
pasture	grasses	and	reduce	the	amount	of	available	feed	
for	livestock.	This	means	that	farmers	will	be	forced	to	
graze	less	animals	per	hectare	and	will	need	to	commit	
their	own	resources	to	treat	the	weed	and	prevent	further	
degradation	of	their	land.	If	this	weed	continues	to	spread	
the	productive	capacity	of	properties	will	decline	while	the	
costs	of	management	will	increase.	Problematically,	it	can	
be	easily	overlooked	because	of	its	similar	appearance	to	
indigenous	tussock	grasses	and	other	Nassella	species.8		

•	 Can it harm farm animals? 

	 Lobed	needle	grass	has	the	potential	to	contaminate	
and	reduce	the	value	of	wool.	It	can	also	cause	injuries	
to	livestock	because	sharp	seeds	can	bury	into	the	skin,	
mouths	and	eyes	of	animals.9			

What do farmers want done? 

•	 Farmers	want	the	reinstatement	of	the	eradication	program	
as	soon	as	possible.	
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•	 What has the Government told landowners? 

	 No	steps	have	been	taken	to	let	land	owners	know	that	the	
eradication	program	has	ceased	and	that	landowners	need	
to	start	managing	this	weed	themselves.	This	means	that	
many	land	owners	may	not	be	taking	any	action	to	prevent	
the	spread	of	a	highly	noxious	weed	that	will	impact	the	
profitability	of	their	farmland	because	they	are	under	the	
assumption	that	the	Government	is	managing	the	weed,	in	
accordance	with	its	statutory	duty	to	do	so.	

•	 What role can the City of Whittlesea play? 

	 If	the	Government	does	not	wish	to	administer	the	
eradication	program	then	Council	officers	are	in	a	good	
position	to	do	so,	if	funded	by	the	State	Government.		
We	are	able	to	coordinate	this	program	having	extensive	
knowledge	of	the	area	and	existing	relationships	with	

	 many	rural	landowners	in	the	area.		

	
	

LOBED NEEDLE GRASS SPREADING IN 
WOLLERT
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