
COVID-19 Community Recovery Fund
Let’s do this together
We have proposed a $2 million COVID-19 
Community Recovery Fund for activities 
and initiatives to reboot our local economy 
and help our community recover from the 
impacts of this pandemic. This fund will 
be developed in consultation with local 
businesses, community groups, sporting 
clubs and residents. 

This is just one way we are supporting  
our community through COVID-19.  
We redirected funds from the  
2019-20 Budget to provide $200,000 
to non-government agencies on the  
front line delivering necessities to  
people in need and $90,000 for local 
business initiatives.

We are providing relief through our 
COVID-19 Hardship Policy that will allow 
residents and businesses to enter into 
payment plans for rates, fees and charges 
without interest until 30 June 2021. 

For people experiencing serious hardship, 
we may be able to defer these payments 
until that time.

Many of the annual programs, services 
and activities will be redirected towards 
recovery efforts over the next 12 months, 
and maybe beyond. We consider this 
business as usual, just done differently. 
This means that we haven’t highlighted 
these as COVID-19-specific initiatives 
with funding attached because they are 
services that we are committed to provide 
at any time. This Draft Budget also absorbs 
significant costs to reduce the burden of 
rising household and business expenses.

We continue to listen and understand 
your needs and will respond responsibly 
where gaps for the City of Whittlesea 
exist, after taking into account the 
significant support being provided by the 
Australian and Victorian governments.

Draft Budget 2020-21  
at a glance
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Draft Budget highlights

Welcome to the 
Draft Budget 
2020-21
In preparing the Draft Budget 2020-21 
for consultation, we have considered 
the evolving impacts of COVID-19 
while focusing on delivering critical 
major projects and services for our 
growing community.

This Draft Budget sets a clear path for 
a strong and successful future for us 
all, despite the enormous challenge 
that COVID-19 has set.

Our $2 million COVID-19 Community 
Recovery Fund will be co-designed 
with our community and 
together we’ll get through these 
unprecedented times.

We plan to invest $83.86 million in 
capital works projects, delivering 
important infrastructure for our 
growing community. This includes 
improving roads, footpaths and bike 
paths, upgrading or building new 
community facilities and building 
better parks and playgrounds.

We have considered the liveability of 
our residents and provided funds for 
services, programs and activities that 
will support older people, families, 
children and young people.

We will invest in our four libraries – 
Thomastown, Mill Park, Lalor and 
Whittlesea – and in public health 
services and programs, to protect 
and enhance our community.

Please take the opportunity to review  
and provide your comments on the  
Draft Budget and Draft Council Action 
Plan 2020-21.

 

 

Now open for public consultation until midday Friday 29 May

$11.86 million  
for services, programs and 
activities to enable older 

people to live independently 
in their homes

$5.22 million  
for the regional library service 

(Thomastown, Mill Park,  
Lalor and Whittlesea)

$4.83 million  
for traffic management 

services including school 
crossings and community

education programs

$2.22 million  
for local youth services

$5.87 million  
for public health services 

and programs to protect and 
enhance community health, 

 safety and wellbeing

Lydia Wilson
Administrator                     

Joe Carbone
Acting CEO

Connected 
community

$9.43 million  
for family and children’s services



The Draft Budget includes almost  
$10 million to complete major 
projects already underway, 
and invests $74 million for new 
infrastructure, along with upgrades 
to roads, footpaths, bike paths, 
playgrounds, streetscapes  
and facilities.  

It also commits over $215 million to 
deliver more than 100 services to our 
growing community.

(L-R) Director City Transport  
& Presentation Helen Sui,  
Senior Contract Manager  
Senthil Soundarapandian,  
Acting CEO Joe Carbone and  
Team Leader Infrastructure  
Programs Mark Tomasiello.

From 1 July you can include food waste in your garden waste 
bin as part of the Food Organics Garden Organics (FOGO) 
waste service. The bin will be collected fortnightly and help 
to reduce the amount of waste we send to landfill. 

The food and garden waste will be transformed into compost 
and used for fertiliser in farms, parks, schools and community 
gardens. Households with a garden waste bin will receive a 
kitchen caddy and compostable bin liners.

This service is included in the Draft Budget at no additional 
cost to residents who currently opt-in to Council’s garden 
waste collection service.

We are investing $33.62 million to upgrade existing roads  
and construct new roads, and $2.86 million on walking and 
cycling paths.

Key road projects in the Draft Budget 2020-21 include: 
• $13.05 million for Boundary Road, Wollert 
• $3 million to complete the Findon Road extension through 

to Plenty Road
• $400,000 to build a walking and cycling path at 

Hendersons Road, from Childs Road to Findon Road.

We will continue to advocate to the Victorian Government  
to deliver, maintain and update arterial roads for our  
growing community.

2  |  City of Whittlesea  Draft Budget 2020-21 City of Whittlesea Draft Budget 2020-21  |  3

The all abilities play space at Mill Park Recreation  
Reserve will receive $2.03 million for the final stage of 
construction, which includes water play and features for  
all ages and abilities. 

The Draft Budget also includes funds for upgrades to 
the Mernda Village Adventure Playground, Jardier Park 
playground in South Morang, Bellavista Park and Riverside 
Reserve Park and playground.

We will also invest $1.41 million on playground upgrades and 
landscaping around the City of Whittlesea. 

Streetscape improvements are planned for the shopping 
precincts at Thomastown ($1.24 million) and Lalor  
($1.8 million). Rochdale Square Shopping Centre’s 
transformation will continue under our Town Centres 
Improvement Program. 

A new vision for the Epping Central Activity Centre will start 
with the development of a Structure Plan.

Our Community Grants Program will be developed in 
consultation with the community to focus on local initiatives 
that support businesses and groups affected by COVID-19.

Another life for your food scraps Better roads, footpaths and bike paths Play time for all Shopping precinct boost

Draft Budget 
highlights  

The highly-anticipated, 
$25 million redevelopment 
of Mill Park Leisure  
will be completed in  
2020-21, delivering a new 
level of aquatic, health and 
wellbeing opportunities to 
our community.

Sustainable  
environment

Liveable  
neighbourhoods

Connected  
community

Strong local 
economy



The Draft Budget 2020-21 includes an allocation of  
$74.17 million, and $9.69 million carried forward from 
2019-20, for infrastructure projects, including:

How to  
have your say
We are seeking your feedback 
on the Draft Budget and Draft 
Council Action Plan 2020-21.
The Draft Budget and Draft Council Action Plan 
2020-21 is on public exhibition for six weeks, 
which is two weeks longer than required under 
the Local Government Act.

Due to the temporary closure of public 
buildings due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including Council’s offices at South Morang, 
Westfield Plenty Valley and the Epping Works 
Depot, along with libraries and community 
buildings, our engagement can only be online 
at this time.

If social distancing measures are lifted during 
this six-week consultation period, we hope to  
make these documents available in print at 
some locations.

Once consultation concludes on Friday  
29 May, we will review submissions and  
adapt our Budget and Council Action Plan  
where appropriate.

These documents will then be adopted at 
a Special Council Meeting scheduled for 
Thursday 25 June 2020. Some variation may 
be required after the Budget is adopted as the 
financial impacts of COVID-19 are realised.

More key infrastructure projects

You can view the Draft Budget and  
Council Action Plan 2020-21 online at  
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/budget or phone 
9217 2170 to request a copy to be posted 
to you. 

You can make a submission until midday 
Friday 29 May 2020.

 Online: fill out the form online at 
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/budget

 By email to  
info@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

 By post to Locked Bag 1, Bundoora 
MDC VIC 3083 

 Deliver to the Council Offices at  
25 Ferres Boulevard, South Morang

 Phone 9217 2170 
Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5pm 
After hours service for emergencies only

Building and planning enquiries 
9217 2259 or buildplan@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

National Relay Service 
133 677 (ask for 9217 2170)

 Email info@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

 Website whittlesea.vic.gov.au

 Mail Locked Bag 1, 
 Bundoora MDC VIC 3083 

Contact us

Your rates help us to deliver the essential services, programs 
and infrastructure set out in the Draft Budget. 
Rates will increase by an average  
of two per cent in 2020-21,  
in line with the rate cap set by the  
Victorian Government under the  
Fair Go Rates System. 

Your rates may increase or decrease 
more or less than two per cent 
depending on the value of your property. 

There is a two per cent rise in the 
separate waste service charge that 
appears on your Rates Notice. 

This is due to increased costs for 
recycling due to disruptions in  
the global market, and a 30 per  
cent increase in the State 
Government’s landfill levy.

Rates and charges

Great community outcomes drive Council’s work. The Draft 
Council Action Plan sets out our key initiatives for 2020-21 
that will help us deliver on our vision, a place for all. 
Although the COVID-19 pandemic 
situation is changing rapidly, we 
are committed to supporting our 
community to recover in the months 
and years ahead. 

Together we will address the 
challenges the pandemic presents 
and deliver the important programs, 
infrastructure and services outlined in 
this Plan. 

Draft Council Action Plan 2020-21

$4.3 million  
for construction  
of a Community 
Activity Centre,  
west of Epping Road

$3.29 million for the  
Mernda Sports Hub

$2.53 million to upgrade  
McLeans Road Kindergarten  
in Bundoora

$2 million  
for the construction  
of a kindergarten  
at Thomastown  
Primary School

$648,000 towards the  
construction of a Community  
Activity Centre in Donnybrook

$400,000 to complete the installation  
of traffic lights at the corner of  
Yan Yean Road and Hazel Glen Drive

$1.1 million for the implementation  
of the Whittlesea Public  
Gardens master plan

$2.03 million  
for the final stage of  
the all abilities play  
space at Mill Park  
Recreation Reserve

$1.41 million to  
upgrade playgrounds and landscaping


