Why Council is
collecting food waste
In the City of Whittlesea, the average garbage
bin contains over 40 per cent food waste. Food
waste that ends up in landﬁll produces methane,
a powerful greenhouse gas. Sending food to
landﬁll is also wasteful when you consider the
energy, water, money and other resources that
are used during food production, processing
and transport activities.
By collecting food waste in the garden waste bin
and turning it into compost we can reduce our
methane emissions from landﬁll and lower our
carbon footprint. Our food waste will be returned
to the soil ensuring valuable resources are not
lost. Composting saves us money, improves soil
structure and helps retain nutrient and water
levels. Council will aim to close the loop by looking
at possibilities to use this compost in local parks
and open spaces.

Where your food
waste is processed
After collection, your food and garden organics are
taken to our local composting facility and made
into compost using a highly controlled composting
process. It takes 8 - 10 weeks to convert. It’s then used
to improve soil in a wide range of settings including
farms, parks, schools and community gardens.

whittlesea.vic.gov.au/foodwaste

Food and
garden waste
bin service
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The following items cannot be composted at the
composting facility. Please ensure they do not end
up in your food and garden waste bin
Plastic bags and plastic packaging
(including bags, cling wrap, ties)
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What cannot go in
your food and garden
waste bin
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What can go in your
food and garden
waste bin

Dog or cat droppings
Kitty litter
Household garbage and cigarette butts
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Coffee pods and disposable coffee cups
Tea bags (with a staple or plastic tag)
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Plant pots
Tree stumps and ash
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Nappies and baby wipes
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Vacuum dust
Hair (including pet hair)
Paper plates and coffee cups
Wooden icy pole sticks
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Grass clip

Metal, glass and plastic recyclables
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The compost made from your
food and garden waste will be
used on gardens, so it is important
that only accepted items are placed
in this bin!
Compostable bags used to line
kitchen caddies are accepted.
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Sharps, medicines, batteries and toys
Pizza boxes or other cardboard products

How to sign up
Visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/foodwaste to order your
food and garden waste bin or call Council. The cost
of the food and garden waste bin is $77 per year
(July-June). If you choose to take up the service the
charge will be included on your rates notice.

If you would like more information on this
program, please contact Council on 9217 2170.

