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Techniques

This Management Plan aims to synthesise community aspirations with relevant Council studies and strategies to reflect
the directions of Victorian Government policies. The following ‘Action Plan’ outlines actions proposed over a 10 year
period. Each action will require a work plan to be prepared.

While a Lead Council Directorate has been nominated for each action, it is recognised that effective delivery will require
coordination between Council Departments, State Government and the community.



LAND
Healthy land
used
sustainably,
productively
and
innovatively

1. RURAL
PRODUCTIVITY

ITo secure and
promote the
longoing productive
capacity of the
\Whittlesea Green
\Wedge for
sustainable
agriculture and
resource utilisation
into the future

Future Direction 3:
Growing our
economy

Future Direction 6:
Living sustainably

LO1 Continue to provide business support and advice to keep farmers on the Lead: J&I Provider Ongoing
land. This includes continued networking, promotion and business EEP

development opportunities for owners and managers of our agricultural

enterprises.

L02 Employ an Agribusiness Officer, who would demonstrate Council leadership and [Lead: J&I Provider

best practice through the provision of sound business advice (subject to funding). NI

L03 Advocate on behalf of the farming community and maintain input into Lead: J&I Advocate Ongoing
agricultural research and strategies that seek to support farming ventures,

including highlighting the true cost of maintaining a rural property.

LO4 Explore options for financial support and partnerships to develop a publicity Lead: J&I Facilitator

campaign aimed at demonstrating the value of farming communities to the social, Comm

economic and environmental health of the municipality and Melbourne as a whole.

LO5 Investigate further options to alter Council’s farm rate to better support Lead:)&I Provider SF Ongoing
agribusiness on the urban fringe. EEP

LO6 Continue to advocate through the Interface Councils Working Group for reforms |Lead: SP&D Advocate Ongoing
to the way rural land is rated within interface areas. Support role: J&I, F&A

LO7 Set up a pilot program to support the production of local food and Lead: J&I Provider

consideration of food links through innovative sustainable land use practices, to NI

increase food security within the municipality.

LO8 Investigate any economic development linkages between the relocation of the Lead: J&I Provider

Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market to Epping and the usage of NI

agricultural land in the municipality.

L09 Update land capability information in support of both new/innovative and Lead: J&I Facilitator

traditional rural enterprises. NI

L10 Establish a local marketing program to promote successful alternative Lead: J&I Facilitator

agribusiness operating in the rural areas of the municipality such as olive groves, EEP

organic farming, farmhouse cheese, berry farming and Chinese herbs for the

complementary herbal medicine market.

L11 Monitor the State Government initiatives in better supporting farming and Lead: SP&D Provider

review local planning provisions, to support agribusiness and the ‘right to farm’ in
rural areas, as required

Support role:

DA,J&I




2. RURAL LAND
STEWARDSHIP

ITo support and promote

ithe local capacity of
communities and individuals
to actively manage and
sustain the green wedge
through informed land
stewardship practices

Future Direction 6: Living
sustainably

L12 Further develop existing rural education programs to encourage the Lead: SUS Provider
diversification of sustainable farming methods. EEP
L13 Work in partnership with government departments and agencies to Lead: SUS Facilitator Ongoing
promote and facilitate the uptake of environmental market mechanisms, Support role: Comm
such as ecoMarkets, to rural residents. SP&D
L14 Review current sustainable land management programs to better Lead: SUS Provider
support small rural properties, promote land stewardship practices including EEP
ithe management of pest plants and support property owners required to
prepare a Land Management Plan in accordance with the Whittlesea Planning
Scheme.
L15 Commit to permanent funding for an Environmental Protection Officer Lead: SUS Provider
to ensure ongoing compliance with: NI
* The Whittlesea Planning Scheme
* Whittlesea’s Pest plant Local Law
* Planning permit conditions
* Land management plan directives
L16 Develop guidelines on the Land Management Plan process as it relates to  [Lead: DA Provider PS
planning assessment processes. EEP
L17 Further develop a monitoring system that flags Land Management Plans Lead: SUS Facilitator
associated with planning permits issued for rural properties. Showcase EEP
success stories and follow-up non-complying properties with the offer of
assistance and expertise as required.
L18 Further develop community knowledge and perception of rural land Lead: SUS Facilitator
stewardship through encouragement and support for neighbourhood teams Support role: J&I EEP
that share knowledge between new and existing landholders.
L19 Continue to offer a holistic service that facilitates a coordinated response  |Lead: DA Provider PS Ongoing
across Council departments to land use planning applications for the rural EEP
areas.
L20 Develop further mechanisms to discourage and regulate soil dumping, Lead: SUS Provider
filling of land and native vegetation removal through education, policy \WPS
development and enforcement and compliance processes.
L21 Develop a quarterly rural newsletter that focuses on good rural land Lead: SUS Brovitar

stewardship practices and showcases success stories.

NI




3. LANDSCAPE

QUALITIES

To conserve and enhance
the rural and natural
landscape character of the
\Whittlesea Green Wedge

Future Direction 6: Living
sustainably

L22 Amend planning provisions to address environmental hazards within the
City of Whittlesea as follows:
* Application of a new overlay, the Salinity Management Overlay, to areas of
dryland salinity;
* Application of a new overlay, the Erosion Management Overlay, to areas of
stream, gully and sheet erosion; and
* Provide input into the State Government review of the boundaries of the
Bushfire Management Overlay in response to the Government’s
implementation of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission.

Dual Lead: SP&D, SUS.
Support role: J&I

Provider
\WPS

L23 Further develop community appreciation of the rural landscape througha |Lead: SUS Provider
\variety of landscape exploration events. EEP
L24 Investigate partnership arrangements with key groups for the sponsorship Lead: J&I Provider
of two new annual events: EEP

* Best Environmental Sustainable Rural Design for the promotion of PS

residential architectural excellence in a rural setting and

« 'Best Rural Land Management' for the promotion of best whole farm

design and management.
L25 Further develop community appreciation of the rural landscape through Lead: SUS Provider
the creation of a ‘Celebrate the Landscape’ event aimed at showcasing and NI
promoting ‘ownership’ of a range of green wedge values.
L26 Amend planning provisions targeted at protection of Lead: SP&D Provider
significant landscapes and significant vistas as follows: WPS

* Ensure the Significant Landscape Overlay is correctly applied to all visually

sensitive areas within the Whittlesea Green Wedge;

* Develop local policy as part of the Planning Scheme review process to guide
development adjacent to visually sensitive hilltops;

* As part of the Planning Scheme review process develop a

road setback policy for visually significant roadside

corridors and include in the Local Planning Policy

Framework; and

* Update the local policy content to ensure that the design, siting and form

of new dwellings and other buildings within green wedge areas are

appropriately and sensitively integrated within rural and natural

environments.




L27 Investigate innovative land use options which support sustainable land Lead: J&I Provider Ongoing
4. BOUNDARIES AND Future Direction 4: |use and management, particularly at the urban rural interface. Support Role:SUS NI
BUFFERS Places and spaces to = =
between the Whittlesea P ) Support Role:SUS NI
Green Wedge and urban L29 Undertake a review of the Whittlesea Township Local Structure Plan with an Lead: SP&D Provider
and rural communities is lemphasis on defining the township boundary and interface issues between urban \WPS
clearly defined and planned and rural areas.
to reduce conflict : -
L30 Protect significant habitat areas adjoining any Urban Growth Boundary by Lead:SUS Provider
lencouraging and facilitating conservation trusts/covenants, market-based Support Role:SP&D NI
instruments such as ecoMarkets, carbon and/or native vegetation offsets through
focussing on programs that provide income for ‘farming nature’.
L31 Review and report on the status of all current extractive industry Lead:SP&D Provider
5. EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRY Future Direction 3: operations within the Green Wedge. EEP
To ensu_re t'he nee'ds of ALt L32 Strengthen communication between interactive industry operators and Lead: SP&D Facilitator Ongoing
extractive industries are economy ) )
) - i Council, Government Departments and local stakeholders in order to create an Comm
identified and protected in . . . . o,
L lenvironment that allows the open discussion of issues and opportunities such as
the context of broader green Future Direction: 6 .
o ) land management, buffers and threat mitigation.
wedge values. Living sustainably
L33 Advocate to the State Government to review the Extractive Industry Interest Lead:SP&D Provider Ongoing
Area (EIIA) as it relates to the City Of Whittlesea having regard to recent Urban Comm
Growth Boundary (UGB) changes and defined Green Wedge values including
native vegetation.
L34 Assess the practicalities of leaving disused quarries unfilled at the expiry Lead: P&OS Facilitator

of their licence in order to create a wetland environment.

NI







Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing




\WATER
Sustainabl
e water
use and
healthy
\waterways

wetlands
and
lgroundwat
er

7. WATERWAYS

IAND

CATCHMENTS

To protect and improve
the environmental
health and social and
economic values of
\waterways, wetlands
and aquifers

Future
Direction 6:
Living
sustainably

\WO1 Ensure local provisions are consistent with State legislation through the Planning Scheme Lead: SP&D Provider
Review project. NI
W02 Reinforce consistency between State and Local Government legislation. Lead: SP&D Provider
NI
W03 Research current signage at waterways and investigate funding opportunities to install Lead: SP&D Provider
identification signage for all waterways, particularly at the intersection of major roadways and NI
paths. At a minimum, catchment signage should also be installed alongside the Plenty River,
Merri Creek and Darebin Creek in prominent positions.
\WO04 Build upon existing community involvement in waterway health through promotion and Facilitator Ongoing
L ) o Lead: SUS

support for programs such as WaterWatch and riparian revegetation activities. EEP
W05 Strengthen planning provisions targeted at the protection and improvement of Lead: SP&D Provider
the environmental health of waterways as follows: Support role: SUS \WPS

* Add new schedules to the Environmental Significance Overlay to protect all major

waterbodies;

* Revise the extent of the mapping associated with the existing Environmental Significance

Overlay schedule 3 to include unprotected waterways; and

* Investigate the rezoning of the municipality's two water storage catchments from Public

Use Zone to Public Conservation and Resource Zone.
W06 Conduct a feasibility study on a ‘Top of the Catchment’ event that focuses on the Lead: SUS Provider
municipality's waterways and catchments. NI
W07 Continue to encourage good water sensitive urban design from new developments Lead: SP&D Facilitator Ongoing
abutting reserves and waterways, in order to protect aquatic and biodiversity values. Support Role :DA EEP
\WO08 Investigate opportunities to contribute to catchment projects and support partnerships Lead: SUS Facilitator
that research the effects of surface and sub-surface water use, particularly due to increased NI
numbers and declining water quality and quantity of local farm dams and bores.




Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing










	Updated Action Plan
	Techniques


