
Shape our City’s future | Get active |  
Mill Park Leisure opening April

New play space 
makes a

splash 
in Mill Park

Your City of Whittlesea newsletter – Autumn 2021



2 Local Scoop Autumn 2021

Inside this issue

Peita Duncan
Administrator 

Lydia Wilson
Chair of Administrators 

Contact the City of Whittlesea Administrators via email info@whittlesea.vic.gov.au or phone 9217 2170.

The Hon Bruce Billson
Administrator

Contact us

Panel of Administrators

25 Ferres Boulevard, 
South Morang

Monday to Friday 
8.30am - 5pm

Locked Bag 1, 
Bundoora MDC VIC 3083

Connect with us in your 
preferred language: 

9217 2170 
(including after hours emergencies)

National Relay Service: 133 677 
(ask for 9217 2170)

info@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

whittlesea.vic.gov.au  

2 Local Scoop Autumn 2021

A play space for all Social enterprise leads 
the way

Have your say and help 
shape our City’s future
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Council meeting 
dates
Council meetings are held 
monthly on the first Tuesday 
of the month from 6.30pm. 
The next Council meetings 
will be held on:

• 6 April 2021

• 4 May 2021

• 1 June 2021.

You can watch Council 
meetings live via the City of 
Whittlesea YouTube channel.

For more information 
about how to get involved 
in a Council meeting, visit 
whittlesea.vic.gov.au. 
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A play space for all

Parks and playgrounds

The much-anticipated all abilities play space in Mill Park is proving popular with people 
of all ages and abilities, who have flocked to the new park since it opened in February.

The much-anticipated all abilities play 
space in Mill Park is proving popular with 
people of all ages, who have flocked to 
the new park since it opened in February.

The water play area at Mill Park 
Recreation Reserve is a highlight with its 
accessible water play tables, shooting 
water jets, misting rings and manual 
water pumps.

Chair Administrator Ms Lydia Wilson 
said the play space was developed 
in consultation with the community, 
delivering a state-of-the-art design.

“Careful consideration has been put into 
the design of the park, with multiple 

areas developed within the site to cater 
to different age groups and abilities,” 
Ms Wilson said.

The junior play area, which opened in 
December 2018, is suitable for younger 
kids from babies up to the age of six. 
A teen to young adult zone includes a 
full-sized basketball court while agility 
equipment will test and improve the 
skills and coordination of seniors.

A quiet and sensory play area has also 
been created and will act as a retreat 
within the wider reserve.

“The play elements in this area are 
designed to encourage calm and 
controlled exploration,” Ms Wilson said.

The centrepiece of the park however 
is a towering 4.5 metre multi-level 
climbing tower featuring accessible 
ramps and bridges.

The park has also been given the 
tick of approval by residents and 

local agencies working with people 
living with a disability including F.C.L 
Support Services.

“I’m excited that there is finally a fun 
and safe place we can bring the children 
and adults we support and know the 
needs of people of all abilities have 
been considered,” F.C.L Director Fiona 
Losciavo said.

A double flying fox with an accessible 
seat, trampolines, inclusive swings and 
slide, picnic and barbecue facilities, toilets 
(including a Changing Places facility), 
shelters and lawn areas are perfect for 
enjoying all that the park has to offer.

The all abilities play space is located on 
Morang Drive, Mill Park.

The City of Whittlesea has invested 
$3.5 million into this project and has 
received $1 million in funding from 
the Victorian Government’s Growing 
Suburbs Fund.

The water play was the 
best fun! I also loved the 

huge tower and slides.
– Caius, Age 7

Water play, fun 
equipment and 
sensory areas await 

Pictured (L-R): Annabelle, Nolan and Caius.
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The newly redeveloped centre has been 
transformed into a state-of-the-art 
aquatic, recreation and wellbeing hub, 
equipped with everything you need 
to reach your health and fitness goals.

The inclusive new space has four 
pools, a fully equipped 24-hour 
gym, a first-class learn to swim 
program, spa and sauna facilities 
and an incredible outdoor play and 
exercise area.

Administrator Peita Duncan said the 
design of the modern new centre 
centred on accessibility and inclusivity.

“It’s terrific to see that this facility 
will be one of the most accessible 
aquatic facilities in Melbourne’s north,” 
Ms Duncan said.

“The pool pods, accessible hoist and 
Changing Places facilities will ensure 
that Mill Park Leisure can be enjoyed 
by people of all abilities for many years 
to come.”

Ready to kick-off or continue your fitness journey? 
Mill Park Leisure is the perfect place.

Major projects

The run is on 
for memberships

Mill Park resident Anna Paras can’t wait to 
get back in the gym.

The opening of Mill Park Leisure 
couldn’t have come at a better time 
for local resident and mum-of-three, 
Anna Paras. 

“With my two oldest boys now off at 
school, I’m really looking forward to 
spending some time back in the gym,” 
Ms Paras said.

“It’s great to have a leisure centre 
nearby that has group fitness classes, 

Memberships on sale now!
Your newest community space to get active is opening soon! Secure your 
membership today to receive exclusive access to this premier leisure centre.

Mill Park Leisure memberships start from $15.90 per week with options to 
suit different fitness and wellbeing goals. Concession rates are also available.

millparkleisure.com.au/join

new cardio equipment and access to all 
the pools as well.” 

To find out more about this amazing new 
facility, visit millparkleisure.com.au. 

The City of Whittlesea has invested 
$20 million into this project and has 
received $2 million in funding from the 
Victorian Government’s Growing Suburbs 
Fund and $3 million from the Community 
Sport Infrastructure Fund.

Learn-to-swim enrolments open
Mill Park Leisure’s GOswim program 
focuses on practical, activity-based 
learning as a fun and engaging way for 
kids to learn to swim.

Enjoy weekly swimming lessons that 
will help your child become comfortable 
and confident in and around the water.

millparkleisure.com.au/learn-to-swim
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By locals, 
for locals

Barista Andrew Janssen serves up new opportunities at local social enterprise.

Shared Cup Café is a not-for-profit social 
enterprise committed to creating a 
vibrant and sustainable community. 

Barista Andrew Janssen said the 
café, which opened in September 
2020 in Donnybrook, will be 
reinvesting all profits back into 
the community. 

“There’s not really much out here, 
so the community has really jumped 
on board with us, which is great,” 
Mr Janssen said. 

“Future projects include sponsorship 
of a football club that’s coming.

“Most of us live here, we’re a part of 
the community as well.”

The café, which sits next to an 
impressive park and adventure 
playground, also has a strong ethos 
towards sustainability and equality. 

“We use speciality coffee, we 
source local ingredients as much as 
possible and all of our packaging is

biodegradable and/or recyclable,” 
Mr Janssen said. 

“We’re really committed to creating a 
sustainable community as well as an 
involved community.

“We’re also open to volunteers to 
come and help them gain a little bit of 
hospitality experience and training.”

The café is part of Olivine Community 
Hub built by Mirvac Property Group 
using the Growth Areas Social Planning 
tool in partnership with Council. 

Connected community

Check out these grants now open or coming soon:
• Female inclusion in sport 
• Economic development 
• Equipment grants for groups
• Reconnection grant – round two.

A new café in Donnybrook 
is giving back to the 

community one coffee and 
cake at a time. 

Council offers a wide 
range of grant programs 
each year that help 
support our community to 
be strong and connected. 

Find out more at whittlesea.vic.gov.au/grants
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Council has long been advocating to 
different levels of government to build 
more social and affordable housing in 
our municipality.

Late last year the Victorian Government 
announced a $5.3 billion investment 
in social and affordable housing 
over the next four years. The City of 
Whittlesea was identified as an area 
with significant need.

Council is working closely with housing 
services, the community and the 
Victorian Government to help identify 
suitable places for more social and 
affordable housing to be built in the 
City of Whittlesea.  

City of Whittlesea CEO Craig Lloyd 
said the Victorian Government’s 
Big Housing Build program provides 
opportunity for significant investment 
our City.

“Not only will the program provide 
housing for essential workers and some 
of our most vulnerable residents, it 
will provide jobs and investment in our 
local area while these houses are being 
built,” he said.

“Having a safe, secure home is 
important to every one of us. Council 
is committed to getting more social 
and affordable housing in the City of 
Whittlesea to meet the shortfall.”

Liveable neighbourhoods

More affordable 
housing for our City

Need a venue for your next party, 
group activity or meeting? 

Council has more than 20 venues 
located across the City of Whittlesea 
that are available for hire on a casual 
or regular basis.

To find the right venue for you, visit 
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/venuesforhire

Before COVID-19, thousands of people in the City of Whittlesea already 
faced a struggle each week to pay their bills, buy food or pay rent. 
The pandemic has forced even more people into housing stress. 

Find a venue near you
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Improvements are underway in 
Thomastown to refresh the streetscape 
between Highlands and Pleasant Roads. 

Pedestrian crossings, new paving, seats, 
bike racks and bins, and a public space 
at the war memorial site opposite 
Thomastown Primary School are 
currently being installed. 

In Lalor, the streets surrounding the active 
shopping centre are being transformed 
with new paving, safer walkways, 
updated road access for improved 
traffic flow and lush new landscaping. 

Administrator The Hon. Bruce Billson 
has championed the investment into 
these popular shopping hubs. 

“After a tough year for businesses, it’s 
never been more important to support 
our hard-working local traders, and the 
local livelihoods they make possible,” 
Mr Billson said.

“This project will create open and 
inviting spaces for shoppers to enjoy, 
making it easier for our residents to 
shop local.” 

Paul Tsardakis, owner of Lalor Party 
Supplies, has seen the area evolve in 
his 48 years at Lalor Shopping Centre.

“What I love most about this strip is its 
great culture. It’s become a gathering 
place for friends, enjoying the cafés, food 
and shops together,” said Mr Tsardakis.

Revitalising 
our streets
Streetscape upgrades in Lalor and Thomastown are set 
to revitalise these busy shopping precincts.

Paul Tsardakis from Lalor Party Supplies 
celebrates the improvements at Lalor 
Shopping Centre.

“The upgrades from Council are really 
appreciated. It’s fantastic to see the 
street looking fresh and inviting for 
years to come.”

The Lalor and Thomastown streetscape 
upgrades are delivered by the City of 
Whittlesea with the support of the 
Victorian and Australian Governments.

For more information about these 
improvements, visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/ 
majorprojects.

Growing our economy

Start the year with fresh ideas, share your goals and workshop challenges 
that might be stopping your business from reaching its full potential.

Join Council’s free business mentoring session.

Register by calling 9217 2278. 

Pictured: Business owner Nina Andrews from Lashes on Point in Doreen.

Free business mentoring
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Ada said that while the circumstances were 
challenging, the experience after Jaxon 
arrived was made easier thanks to Council’s 
maternal and child health (MCH) service.

“They have been so good to me – their 
phone line was always open,” Ada said. 

“They have given me advice on 
breastfeeding, nursing, sleep – even things 
I didn’t know like e-books, links to the MCH 
app – and referred me to the First Time 
Parent Group to meet other new mums.” 

MCH nurses provide check-ups on 
babies’ development, helping parents 
with their concerns and connecting 
families to support groups.

The service is free for all families with 
children from birth to school age, 
regardless of visa and permanent 
residency status. 

Council can also provide an interpreter 
and translated support materials for 
residents in their preferred language. 

Ada also received additional support 
from the Enhanced MCH team, 
a specialist outreach program 
providing support to families who 
may be experiencing challenges 
impacting parenting, relationships 
and wellbeing.   

For more information about MCH 
services visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/mch 
or phone 9404 8888. 

Supporting 
multicultural 
families 

New mum Ada Edeh with her son Jaxon.

Epping resident Ada Edeh spent much of 2020 in 
lockdown during the global pandemic awaiting the 
arrival of her first son Jaxon.

Families

Pet registrations due in April
It’s a big wide world beyond the backyard fence for our 
much-loved pets.

Registering your cats and dogs will ensure they can be 
returned to you if they escape or become lost.

Cat and dog registration renewals are due in April at 
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/pets or by calling 9217 2170.
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Residents in five adjoining streets in 
Doreen recently attended information 
sessions to discuss the removal and 
replacement of their street trees.

The existing trees had been found 
to be the cause of damage to some 
buildings in these streets, thought to be 
a combination of factors such as soil type 
and conditions, and changes in building 
and engineering standards and practices.

Chair Administrator Ms Lydia Wilson, 
along with Administrators The Hon 
Bruce Billson and Ms Peita Duncan, 
attended community engagement 
sessions to listen and understand 
residents’ views.

In depth conversations and valuable feedback 
from the community have helped shape the future 
streetscape for a group of Laurimar residents.

Working together 
for better outcomes

“It was important to provide the 
community with relevant information 
while encouraging open conversations 
on the topic,” Ms Wilson said.

“We received great interest from the 
residents in these streets and were 
able to speak to them, sometimes 
on multiple occasions, and took their 
suggestions on board.

“After careful consideration of all 
feedback through the engagement 
process, we were able to modify the 
original scope of the project and retain 
40 mature trees in the area.

“We have also committed to planting 
replacement trees of a suitable species 

in a timely matter after the existing 
trees are removed. Appropriate 
species will be finalised after further 
community engagement with local 
residents in this area.”

Street trees provide a wealth of 
benefits to the community, including 
much-needed shade in urban areas, 
and contribute significantly to 
neighbourhood character.

“We are very pleased that Council 
and local residents were able to work 
together to achieve a positive outcome 
for all,” Ms Wilson said.

Consultation

Council is seeking input into its Council 
Plan 2021-25 with ideas that will enhance 
the City of Whittlease and support 
residents, businesses, clubs and groups.

Have your say by:

• joining a community focus group 
• completing an online survey
• posting your suggestions to the online ideas board. 

Find out more at engage.whittlesea@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Help plan our future
People living and working 
in the City of Whittlesea 
are invited to help Council 
plan the next four years by 
providing input on important 
issues that matter most 
to you.
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New services on 
the way to Wollert

Junior crew members Jacob, Mila and Luka keep a close eye on construction at Wollert East Community Centre

Community centres

Construction has started on a new multi-purpose community centre in Wollert, 
which will provide essential services to the booming population in the city’s north.

The centre, located on De Rossi 
Boulevard, will include a modern 
three-room kindergarten, two fully-
equipped maternal and child health 
consulting suites, a community hall, 
meeting spaces for community groups 
and an outdoor area.

Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson 
welcomed the start of construction, 
bringing local services one step closer.

“It’s wonderful to see this project 
ploughing ahead to accommodate 
the growing demand for services in 
Wollert,” Ms Wilson said.

“With new families moving into this area 
every week, it’s critical that our residents 
can access kindergarten and maternal 
and child health support nearby.”

The centre is expected to open in 
January 2022.

Applications for four-year-old 
kindergarten for 2022 are now open. 
To apply visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/kinder.

The City of Whittlesea has invested 
$2.76 million into this project and has 
received $2.75 million in funding from 
a Victorian Government Building Blocks 
grant and $4.24 million in developer 
contributions. 

Did you know you can pre-book a free hard rubbish 
collection from your nature strip twice per calendar year? 
Your hard rubbish is collected and taken to Wollert 
Landfill. Phone 9217 2170 to book a collection before 
placing items on your nature strip.

Our hard waste collection service is for household items 
that are broken or cannot be reused.

If your unwanted household items are reusable and in 
good condition, please give them to someone who needs 
them. Visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au to find out more about 
donating or selling unwanted household items.

Free hard waste Free hard waste 
collectionscollections
Free hard waste Free hard waste 
collectionscollections
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With COVID-19 restrictions easing, 
community centres across the 
City of Whittlesea have reopened 
their doors and welcomed back 
residents and groups eager to 
enjoy all that these community 
spaces have to offer.
A popular meeting place for friends and 
neighbours, Council facilities provide 
shared spaces to engage and participate 
in your community.

For Cane Bogdanovski, President of 
the Macedonian seniors’ group Goce 
Delchev, the reopening of Barry Road 
Community Centre in Thomastown 
marked the long-awaited reunion for 
the group, which has been gathering 
for more than 20 years.

“We meet every Thursday to keep 
our culture alive,” said Mr Bogdanovski, 
who credited Council for providing a 
modern centre for the community to use. 
“This place has a big hall, we’ve got the 
kitchen, the coffee maker, everything.”

Club member Bill Taneski with Liljana and Cane Bogdanovski.

Community groups

Health and wellbeing

Community hubs back in action

Mr Bogdanovski acknowledged that the 
lockdown last year was especially hard 
for local seniors. 

“It was very difficult for the older 
people. It means more than anything 
to make everyone happy, to see people 

playing games and hopefully dancing 
again soon,” he said.

To find a community group near you, visit 
https://directory.whittlesea.vic.gov.au 
or phone 9217 2170.

Get active in Whittlesea 
Finding ways to get moving in 
the City of Whittlesea is now a 
lot easier thanks to our Active 
Whittlesea Facebook page.
The page provides a one-stop-shop 
for all things local in sport, recreation, 
fitness and leisure.

Lalor Running Club Vice President 
Kirsty Branagan says the page is a 
valuable resource-sharing opportunity 
for keeping fit, and credits running 
with helping her through a recent fight 
with cancer.

“Running and keeping as fit as 
possible has definitely helped with 
the recovery, but also the community 
aspect of being involved with a 
running club has been so important,” 
Mrs Branagan said.

“I’ve just got this ready-made support 
crew all the time.

Kirsty Branagan and Sarah Alchin from Lalor Running Running Club.

“I think it’s really great the way that 
Active Whittlesea highlights not only 
different activities to do, but also 
different locations to do them.”

Active Whittlesea highlights good 
news stories from the community 

and promotes inclusivity in sport and 
recreation.

Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/
ActiveWhittlesea
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Growing up in 
Afghanistan

Lalor resident Nour Maqsodi, one of the winners of the ABC’s Takeover Melbourne competition.

The City of Whittlesea congratulates 
Lalor teenager Nour Maqsodi who 
was one of the winners with her 
original piece An ode to growing up 
in Afghanistan. Nour’s touching poem 
reflects on her experience moving from 
Australia to Afghanistan when she was 
five years old. 

 “It’s not about everyone reading it, 
it’s about who it touches the most,” 
Nour said, encouraging other teens 
to enter the next competition. 

Entries for the 2021 competition 
open in April and close in June. 
Visit abc.net.au/takeovermelbourne 

or phone Council on 9404 8800 to 
find out about other opportunities for 
young people to connect in the City 
of Whittlesea.

Young people

Are you:
• female aged between 15-20 years
• interested in developing your 

leadership skills
• keen to connect with other 

young women and female 
mentors 

• interested in issues affecting 
young women including gender 
equity, feminism, women’s 
health and mental health?

Check out Council’s free online 
eight-week leadership development 
program for young women.

For more information contact 
Holly on 9404 8800 or email 
baseline@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Last year the ABC partnered with 
local councils across Victoria in 
the inaugural Takeover Melbourne 
competition to provide a powerful 
platform for young Melburnians to 
creatively tell their own stories. 

Empowering Young
women

Leanne Sebastian, 2020 Women’s 
Youth Leadership program participant.
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Since the introduction of the new food and 
garden waste service, Scraps to Soil, in July last 
year, there has been a 22 per cent reduction 
in the amount of food and garden waste in 
garbage bins.
Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson 
said it was fantastic to see so many 
households committed to diverting 
food waste from landfill.

“More than 40 per cent of waste 
in the City of Whittlesea is food 
waste, making this recycling service 
critically important for reducing 
greenhouse gases while providing 
other environmental benefits,” 
Ms Wilson said.

All food and garden waste collected 
is taken to a local processing facility 
and converted into quality compost, 
so it’s important to ensure that only 
acceptable food and garden waste 
ends up in your green bin.

For a full list of what can and can’t 
go in the bin, or to sign up for a 
food and garden waste bin, visit 
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/foodwaste or 
phone 9217 2170.

City of Whittlesea Conservation Events and Education Officer Narelle Bozinis and Nature 
Stewards Project Coordinator Maddy Willcock.

Turning Scraps to Soil 

Sustainability

Would you like to spend more 
time with nature and better 
understand and learn more 
about your local environment?
Become one of the City of Whittlesea’s 
first Nature Stewards.

Nature Stewards is a 10-week program 
for adults run by Outdoors Victoria to 
help you discover more about your local 
environment, meet others, connect 
with nature and find ways to get 
outdoors and volunteer.

City of Whittlesea Conservation Events 
and Education Officer Narelle Bozinis 
said locations within the municipality 
include Quarry Hills Regional Parkland 
and Plenty Gorge.

“Participants will learn about local 
ecosystems, climate change, Indigenous 
heritage sites and land management 
practices, plant names and families, soil 
health, caring for native animals, the 
water cycle, and the many ways that 
connecting with nature benefits our 
wellbeing,” Narelle said.

The program runs from 24 April to 
3 July and includes four Saturday field 
trips. 

Visit outdoorsvictoria.org.au/ 
nature-stewards to apply.

Using compost improves the soil 
of your garden and helps retain 
nutrients and water levels. 

Did you know Did you know 
you can line your 
kitchen caddy with 
newspaper or paper 
towel. Compostable bin 
liners are available at 
most supermarkets.

Learn, connect and act 
with nature 
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Local talent responds 
to COVID

Arts & culture

Lucy Cleary showcases her winning mosaic piece Our Corona.

Discover around 100 artworks 
in public spaces in the City 

of Whittlesea. 

Visit arts.whittlesea.vic.gov.au 
to find new guided maps to 
take a tour of these works in 

person, or virtually.

Local glass artist Lucy Cleary received 
the Art Award for her mosaic piece 
Our Corona. 

With materials sourced locally, the 
piece is a snapshot of a normal day in 
2020 in her South Morang home.

It even captures the smallest details 
including a Zoom taekwondo class in 
the lounge with her cats watching on. 

“Last year was a real mix of emotions,” 
Ms Cleary said. 

“I missed my usual social interactions 
as a gymnastics and taekwondo 
coach, but there was a silver lining 
to lockdown – never before have 
I had time to sit and completely 
focus on my art, with hardly any 
interruptions.” 

Congratulations to all award winners:

• Innovative Use of Materials: 
Peter van der Burg

• Creative Expression: Jodie Zutt and 
Hayden McLean

• Response to Theme, Environmental 
Perspective: Gay Chatfield

• Response to Theme, Social 
Perspective: Sandra Ellis-Nock

• Ilma Duncan Award: 
Bhagya Rhupasinghe.

Check out the New Futures exhibition 
online at arts.whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Over 80 artists from across the City of Whittlesea 
reflected on the impact of COVID-19 on our 
community, our country and our planet in Council’s 
latest art exhibition, New Futures.

Public

Tour
Art

Cultural Collection Coordinator, Sandy Caldow at the front of South Morang’s newest 
public art installation The Guardian by artist Damian Vick.
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Nature Discovery Walk 

Enjoy a walk amongst the majestic 
trees of Granite Hills and learn about 
nature at our free nature discovery 
walk. Along the 1.8km trail children can 
do nature activities and get a stamp 
for their nature passport, learning 
about the trees and the animals that 
live there. 

Wear sturdy shoes and bring coins for 
a barbecue. 

When: Sunday 28 March, 10am – 2pm

Where: Entry via Hunters Road, Mernda

For more information phone 9217 5542

Parenting in a digital world

What’s on

Clean Up Australia Day
Just a little bit of your time can make a big difference to the environment. 

You can get involved by joining one of the many clean-up sites on Clean 
Up Australia Day. Bring along a drink, a pair of gloves, wear sturdy covered 
shoes, old clothes and be sun smart. 

Clean up sites are run by the Clean Up Australia Day organisation and are 
proudly supported by the City of Whittlesea. All clean-up sites will adhere 
to COVID-19 restrictions to ensure the safety of all volunteers. 

When: Sunday 7 March 

Find a site at cleanup.org.au/events

Devices are currently used at 
record rates, often with a limited 
understanding of the technology. 
This interactive 60-minute conversation 
will empower families with skills and 
strategies to thrive online.

Gain an insight into the online worlds 
of young people including the latest 
trends, risks and research with a strong 
focus on social media and gaming and 
explore smart, safe and responsible 
digital connections.

When: Thursday 11 March, 7pm – 8pm

Where: Online 

To register visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/
events or phone 9404 8865



Civic Centre Car Park,
25 Ferres Blvd, South Morang

Fresh local produce cultivated by local farmers
Quality handmade products

Celebrate your community with 
live music, kids activities and more

9am – 1pm

  Saturday 
 Saturday 1  


