
A REGIONAL BALL SPORTS FACILITY 

A new indoor and outdoor sports centre is planned for 
Mernda; delivering five indoor multipurpose sports courts, one 
indoor netball and basketball show court and eight outdoor 
floodlit netball courts with associated amenities.  
 
It is intended that the Centre will be the regional netball hub 
for our municipality, filling a significant infrastructure gap to 
provide training and competition opportunities for women 
and girls of all ages.  Additionally, the Centre will provide 
opportunity for our community to participate in other sports 
such as basketball, volleyball and badminton, attracting an 
estimated 250,000 visits per year.1   

WHAT HAVE WE DONE SO FAR? 

The Centre was first identified in the 2011 Mernda Regional 
Recreation Reserve Master Plan with planning and feasibility for 
sports courts facilities within the municipality refined through 
the development of the Netball and Basketball Plan 2019-2041.  
The Netball Basketball Plan found a significant under provision of 
compliant facilities across the City of Whittlesea, with 21 indoor 
courts and 20 outdoor netball courts required to meet current 
demand.   

Preliminary feasibility for the Centre has been completed; 
a detailed business case is currently underway and due for 
completion late in 2021. 

CONTRIBUTING TO THE HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING NEEDS OF OUR COMMUNITY 

Regular physical activity is a contributor to overall good health. 
In Australia, 2.6 per cent of the total disease burden is due to 
physical inactivity.4  Below is a snapshot of the types of health 
issues experienced by our residents:5     

We are seeking: 
• A 10 million Federal Goverment   
 investment to construct a regional  
 netball and basketball facility; including  
 six indoor and eight outdoor sports  
 courts.  

OUR COMMUNITY URGENTLY NEEDS A  

REGIONAL NETBALL AND 
BASkETBALL FACILITY  

The rapidly growing communities of Mernda and Doreen urgently 
need compliant indoor and outdoor sports courts so that our women 
and girls can have the same participation opportunities  
as seen in other communities.  
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of our adult residents are overweight. This is 
significantly higher than for Victoria and is the highest  
rate for the North Eastern Melbourne Area.

of our adult residents do insufficient physical 
activity, the second highest rate in the North Eastern 
Melbourne Area.

of our adult residents have arthritis and 20 per cent 
have osteoporosis, rates that are significantly higher 
than for Victoria.

of our adult residents have Heart Disease which is the 
sixth highest rate in Victoria and the highest in the 
North Eastern Melbourne Area.

of our adult residents have Type 2 Diabetes which is 
the third highest rate in Victoria and the highest rate 
in the North Eastern Melbourne Area (along with 
Darebin). 
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In line with the City of Whittlesea’s Active Whittlesea Strategy, 
the Centre will make a positive contribution to community 
health and wellbeing outcomes by enhancing opportunities 
for residents to be more physically active, through addressing 
barriers to active participation across a diverse range of sport 
and physical recreation activities and environments.

BARRIERS TO LOCAL SPORTS

The Regional Netball and Basketball facility will comprise six 
indoor and eight outdoor sports courts which begin to address 
the deficit of courts needed in the municipality.  Currently there 
are 21 indoor courts and 20 outdoor netball courts required 
within the municipality to meet current demand.

  

We know that significant congestion on the roads further 
detracts from the ability to easily access sport and recreation 
facilities.  A barrier that is significantly increased when Council 
does not own or operate any indoor or outdoor sports courts 
which are compliant with current competition standards.6 

This heavily impacts on opportunities to participate in physical 
activity, with the Netball Basketball Plan7 finding that: 

•  There are below average rates of netball and basketball  
  participation in the City of Whittlesea when compared to  
  Greater Melbourne and the Northern Metro Region;  
  estimates show there should be an additional 830 netballers  
  and 3,220 basketballers participating locally. 

•  It is estimated that 51% of registered netball participants  
  and 46% of registered basketball participants are leaving  
  the municipality to play sport. 

Our community engagement indicates that a lack of suitable/
compliant facilities is causing a high level of dissatisfaction 
amongst user groups, with 83% of netballers and 84% of 
basketballers stating that they are not satisfied with current 
facilities. 

More importantly, of those who don’t play either netball or 
basketball but would like to, don’t because they’re too busy 
(29%), the facilities are poor (21%) and there are no clubs in the 
local area (16%).8  

Additional consultation undertaken early in 2020  showed 
strong community support for Council’s investment to design, 
plan and build a facility, including strong advocacy for fit for 
purpose sports courts for recreational and competitive use.  

WHO WILL IT SERVICE?  

The Centre has been identified for development within 
the Mernda Sports Hub precinct on Plenty Road. While 
predominately servicing the Mernda and Doreen areas, it is 
anticipated that the surrounding communities of Epping North, 
South Morang and Whittlesea Township will also benefit from 
these facilities. The current population of Mernda and Doreen 
is 58,000 and this is projected to increase to over 65,000 by 
2041.2

Importantly, netball and basketball provide significant 
participation opportunities for women and girls with female 
participants making up 96% of netball registrations and 28% of 
basketball registrations.3

WHERE WILL IT BE LOCATED?  

The Mernda Sports Hub precinct is located on Plenty Road, 
Mernda, to the north of Bridge Inn Road.  The Mernda Sports 
Hub will be the central hive for sport and recreation for residents 
of all ages and abilities, with facilities proposed to include:   

•	 A	regional	netball	and	basketball	facility 
•	 Aquatic	and	leisure	centre 
•	 Outdoor	sports	fields 
•	 Shared	path	network 
•	 Passive	and	active	recreation	spaces

Development of a master plan is currently underway to ensure 
that the Mernda Sports Hub is a functional, connected and 
welcoming precinct that celebrates the surrounding natural 
landscapes.

1 Council Minutes, Tuesday 12 February 2019, Item 6.2 Community Services,  
 p. 145. 
2  Forecast id, City of Whittlesea, population forecast. https://forecast.id.com.au/ 
 whittlesea 
3  Whittlesea Netball Basketball Plan 2019-2041 
4 The Australian Government Department of Health, Research and Statistics,  
 citing the Australian Institute for Health and Welfare. https://www1. 
 health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/health-pubhlth-strateg- 
 activeevidence.htm 
5 2017 Victorian Population Health Survey: Dashboard, selected  
 results; and Quick statistics for local government areas and  
 time series data (2015-2017),LGA Snapshot. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Kate	McCaughey
Director Community Wellbeing

  9217 2243
	Kate.McCaughey@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
		whittlesea.vic.gov.au
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