
The City of Whittlesea welcomes the State Government’s 
announcement of the Recycling Victoria Policy 2020 that  
outlines the State Government’s plan to establish a recycling 
system that Victorians can rely on. 

This strategy aims to deliver recycling reform by standardising 
bin lid colours, rolling out a four bin system of disposal and the 
introduction of a much anticipated container deposit scheme. 

This, coupled with the Recycling and Waste Reduction Bill 2020; 
which establishes a legislative framework to enable Australia 
to more effectively manage the environment and changes to 
Environmental Protection Laws 2018; giving more powers to the 
Environmental Protection Authority and tools to prevent risks to 
our environment and human health,  will completely overhaul 
Victoria’s recycling sector.
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The City of Whittlesea and its residents are committed to 
recycling.  With the right policy leadership, action from all 
levels of government and significant investment in the recycling 
industry, Victoria can move to a sustainable circular economy.
These are the key actions we seek from the State Government.

SUPPORTING 
KERBSIDE RECYCLING 

We are seeking: 

1. the state Government to appropriately   
 fund Council for the infrastructure and  
 roll-out of a four bin household recycling   
	 system	and	education	strategy	for	residents.

2. state investment to fund the establishment   
 of a Resource Recovery Centre and tip shop   
	 centrally	in	the	City	of	Whittlesea.

3. Recycling Victoria to work with Council to   
	 explore	options	for	a	container	deposit		 	
	 scheme	that	works	for	our	community.
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BACKGROUND

In 2017, China enforced strict contamination thresholds on 
its import of recycled materials. This lead to an oversupply of 
sorted material and reduced its value.
 
In response to this the national and State and Federal 
Governments proposed solutions are in the process of being 
implemented. Council recognises that increasing consumption 
and waste generation is putting pressure on our waste and 
recycling infrastructure and industry.

WHAT IS CURRENTLY BEING DONE

The Federal Government has a National Waste Policy, updated 
in 2018, that proposes 14 strategies for managing waste 
reduction and recycling, which seek to apply circular economy 
principles for waste, recycling and resource recovery.1  federal 
and state environment ministers agreed in December 2018 to 
push for “urgent development of a strong national plan that 
includes appropriate funding, robust targets and milestones” 
for implementing the policy.2  

The Victorian State Government has a Recycling Industry 
Strategic Plan released January 2018, following China’s ban 
on receiving recyclable materials.3  The four goals of the 
plan are to (a) stabilise the recycling sector, (b) increase the 
quality of recycled materials, (c) improve the diversity and 
productivity of the recycling sector and (c) develop markets 
for recycled materials.4   The Victorian State Government 
has a circular economy policy, Recycling Victoria released in 
February 2020. The goals of this policy are to (a) design product 
to last, and repair / recycle products at end of life, (b) use 
products efficiently to maximise its value, (c) create capacity 
and contingency in the recycling system, and (d) reduce 
environmental and social harm from waste and pollution.5 

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT

The Victorian Government charges a landfill levy on all waste 
disposed of at licensed landfills in Victoria. Councils pay the 
levy on municipal waste sent to landfill, with the cost passed 
through to ratepayers via garbage charges for kerbside 
collections, gate fees at landfills/transfer stations or rates.6   

The money received by the State Government through the 
landfill levy goes into the Sustainability Fund – a fund intended 
to be used to foster sustainable use of resources, best 
practice waste management and reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions.7  These funds should be dedicated to addressing our 
recycling crisis. 

Action 1:  Implement Recycling Victoria Policy and  
  action plan

  Implement the action plan in a fair and accessible  
  manner. Supporting local communities and industry  
  to innovate and succeed. 

  Fund the roll out of a four bin recycling  
  system 

  Adequately fund the roll out of a four bin recycling  
  system and ensure it is supported by an extensive  
  community education program to minismise  
  contamination among recycleables. 

  Introduce a container deposit scheme

  Continue to work on the development and  
  implementation  of an inclusive container deposit  
  scheme that will drive resource recovery and  
  reduce litter. 
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