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Strong Local Economy Strategy

Matthew from Turners Bakehouse in Mernda, one of the businesses that featured in a campaign to promote local dining.

More local jobs close to home, supporting local business to thrive and improving education 
opportunities are the key goals of a new strategy that will guide the City of Whittlesea’s approach 
to building and supporting a strong local economy over the next five years.

The Strong Local Economy Strategy 
2022-2026 is a five-year plan that 
outlines priority areas and initiatives 
that will ensure the City of Whittlesea’s 
local economy will continue to grow 
and provide opportunities for local 
employment for our community.

Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson 
said the strategy was developed 
in consultation with community, 
businesses, industry and educational 
institutions and underpinned by 
Council’s Whittlesea 2040 vision of a 
place for all.

“We will be focusing on creating 
more local job opportunities by 
attracting businesses to set up or 
expand in our municipality and 
supporting businesses to move 
to innovative new approaches. 
As one of the fastest growing 
municipalities, our aim is to 
ensure that jobs growth matches 
population growth for our residents.”

“The City of Whittlesea is fortunate 
enough to have a wonderful and diverse 
natural landscape, and we will work with 
local producers to further promote the 

agricultural sector as well as attracting 
more visitors to the area to grow our 
visitor and tourism economy,” she said.

“We also will work with partner 
organisations and providers to ensure that 
our workforce has the skills required by 
industries both now and into the future.”

Other actions include:

• developing an incentives package 
for business attraction and support

• driving local investment in 
technology, resource efficiency 
and adoption of low emission 
approaches to doing business

• supporting the delivery of the Job 
Advocates Program to help people 
find work

• improving education and 
qualification levels

• developing a Circular Economy Plan

• strengthening business-to-business 
connection including the development 
of a local business network

• advocacy for investment in major 
infrastructure projects such as the 
Beveridge Intermodal Freight Terminal

• providing support for start-ups.

For all the details visit: 

Building a strong local economy

The economy we want
“In 2040 the City of Whittlesea is 
the smart choice for innovation, 
business growth and industry 
investment. People of all ages 
have opportunities to learn 
and develop skills locally. There 
are many opportunities to gain 
employment and build careers 
not too far from home. Residents 
support local business, and we 
are renowned for our successful 
local economy.”

– Whittlesea 2040: A place for all
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The first stage of the Mill Park 
Basketball Stadium upgrade 
is now complete, with all four 
courts now open for games 
and training.

The upgraded stadium now includes 
new female and family change 
rooms, a spacious open foyer, seating 
upgrades, accessible public toilets, 
a new café with modern kitchen and 
flexible spaces to help the Whittlesea 
City Basketball Association and local 
clubs grow.

Stage 2 of the redevelopment is 
expected to be complete by mid‑late 
2022.

Jump to it 
at Mill Park 
Basketball 
Stadium 

L-R: Koby, Jaqueline, Jesse and Nevzat from the Pacers Basketball teams back on court.

Simar Bamrah has signed up for the 
Community Leadership Program.

The upgrade is being delivered by the 
City of Whittlesea with the support 
of the Victorian Government’s 
Community Sports Infrastructure 
Stimulus Program.

Mill Park Basketball Stadium is located 
at Redleap Reserve, Redleap Avenue, 
Mill Park. 

To find out more visit whittlesea.vic.
gov.au/mpbasketball

Creating leaders for 
stronger communities
The City of Whittlesea’s new 
Community Leadership Program 
will help you build skills to 
get more involved and make a 
difference in your community. 

Simar Bamrah has signed up for the 
program and is keen to learn skills 
that will help her in her role with the 
multicultural group she set up in Olivine 
Estate in Donnybrook. 

“I’m looking forward to learning more 
about how to advocate for issues in the 
community, who I need to approach and 
how I can bring programs to life,” she said.

In addition to general community 
leadership training, participants can 
also learn more about local government 
governance structures and build their 
capacity to stand for Council elections.

Community

Join the 
Community 
Leadership 
Program
Learn the skills that will 
help you make a difference 
in your local community. 
The program is designed for 
anyone over the age of 18 
and consists of a series of free 
workshops and training courses 
for people looking to develop 
their leadership skills, establish 
new personal and professional 
networks or get a community 
project up and running.

Visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/
leadingchange to register your 
interest.

Registrations close 25 April.
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One of the highlights for me and my 
fellow Administrators Peita Duncan 
and Chris Eddy was the fabulous 
celebration that was our community 
festival. It was so wonderful to see 
the grounds at the Civic Centre full 
of people enjoying themselves and 
the live theatre at the Plenty Ranges 
Arts and Convention Centre was a real 
treat. Congratulations to the many 
community groups who participated 
and everyone who came along to join 
in the fun.

We held our March Council Meeting 
at the Whittlesea Community 
Activity Centre with a drop-in session 
beforehand and it was great to have the 
chance to meet and talk to community 
members about the issues that are 
important to them. We will be hosting 
four Council Meetings out in the 
community each year so please come 
along if you can.

We all know the past few years have 
been very challenging for our local 
businesses, so we were delighted to 
relaunch the South Morang Famers and 
Makers Market in March. It’s always a 
lovely day out so if you haven’t already, 
put the third Saturday of the month 
in your diary and come along to get 
some great homemade products and 
local produce.

A message from our Chair Administrator

L to R: Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson and Administrator Peita Duncan at Whittlesea Rotary Club’s Garden Expo.

L to R: Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson, Julie Burgess, Administrator Peita Duncan and Dawn Kidgell 
at the Rotary Club Garden Expo.

From our Chair Administrator
Ms Lydia Wilson
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I am a very keen gardener and hence it 
was such a great privilege to open the 
Whittlesea Rotary Club’s Garden Expo at 
the Showgrounds recently. Council was 
delighted to provide a grant to support 
this event and my congratulations to all 
the Rotary Club members who worked 
tirelessly for many months to put the 
event together. It was wonderful to see 

We are introducing regular ‘Coffee 
with Council’ drop-in sessions at cafes 
around the municipality now we can get 
out and about more so drop by if you 
would like to talk to the Administrators 
or the CEO. Details will be on our socials 
and our website.

Please continue to take care as you are 
out and about as we all navigate the 
new normal of living with COVID.

It has been wonderful to get back out into the community a lot more over the last few months.

so many people enjoying all the expo 
had to offer.

I was also thrilled to be part of the 
judging panel for our Annual Community 
Art Exhibition – Connections. With so 
many talented local artists we found 
it a tough task to select the winners 
– my congratulations to all the artists 
involved. For the full list of winners 
check out the article on page 14.

Along with my fellow Administrators 
and our CEO we are continuing to meet 
with members of both Federal and State 
governments, and we are continuing 
our strong advocacy in the lead up 
to elections for critical local projects 
including the Regional Sports and Aquatic 
Centre in Mernda and the Aboriginal 
Gathering Place in Quarry Hills Parkland.



Growing Suburbs Fund

Building a better future
The City of Whittlesea welcomes an injection of funding from the Victorian 
Government’s Growing Suburbs Fund grants program to build and upgrade critical 
local infrastructure.

Donnybrook resident Sen and her daughter Khloe are excited about the future community centre in Donnybrook.

The $3.5 million Victorian Government 
investment will help Council deliver 
more than $15 million worth of 
initiatives to support local communities, 
tradespeople and businesses.

Administrator Peita Duncan said that the 
much-welcomed funding boost from the 

The projects supported as part of the 2021-22 Growing Suburbs Fund 
program include:

• a new multipurpose community centre in Donnybrook’s Olivine estate

• updated walking and cycling access at Huskisson Recreation Reserve in Lalor

• the Community Energy Transition Program, which will provide solar and 
battery storage systems to community groups and sporting clubs

• streetscape improvements at the Gorge Road shopping precinct in South Morang

• ceiling and ventilation upgrades at Plenty Ranges Arts & Convention Centre

• a community-driven project to regenerate the natural vegetation at 
Worchester Park in Bundoora.

Gorge Road shopping precinct in South Morang

Victorian Government will enable Council 
to build essential infrastructure and 
provide the key programs and services 
that our fast-growing communities need.

“The projects brought to life through 
this program will improve access to 
critical services, like kindergarten and 

maternal and child health, and will 
make a big difference to the day-to-day 
lives of our City’s residents.”

To find out more about the major 
projects happening in the City of 
Whittlesea visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/
majorprojects
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Join the City 
of Whittlesea 
Business 
Network 

A helping hand for local 
job seekers 

A new membership-based 
program for local businesses 
to connect, collaborate and 
learn is set to begin in the 
City of Whittlesea. 

Administrator Chris Eddy said the 
City of Whittlesea Business Network 
will be open to all businesses 
operating within the municipality 
and will provide members with the 
opportunity to build relationships, 
increase business-to-business 
transactions and help our industries 
grow and prosper. 

“Members will be able to enjoy 
a range of benefits including 
networking events, access to 
mentoring, industry specific 
programs and training.” 

Visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/
businessnetwork to join.

Business

Free monthly 
business mentoring 
The City of Whittlesea has 
partnered with the Small Business 
Mentoring Service to offer free 
one-on-one mentoring sessions 
to local businesses.

Whether you are planning, 
starting or wanting to grow your 
business, the mentoring session can 
provide you with general business 
information, assistance and advice.

For more information visit: 

Looking for work can be daunting. From finding the right job to 
apply for, to creating a resume and preparing for a job interview, 
the process can sometimes feel overwhelming. 

That’s why the City of Whittlesea has 
partnered with Whittlesea Community 
Connections to provide a team of 
dedicated and skilled Jobs Advocates to 
help you in your job search. 

Jobs Advocates provide support, 
advice and information while helping 
develop skills to enable jobs seekers to 
confidently apply for jobs, training or 
apprenticeships. 

Rennie Ervinawati has been working 
as a Jobs Advocate with Whittlesea 
Community Connections since mid-
2021, helping people connect with local 
employers. 

“I love supporting people to find jobs,” 
said Rennie. “We help people find 
relevant training opportunities, apply 
for jobs, provide assistance with writing 
a resume and just general support.”   

“It’s great to see that with just a little 
encouragement, people are able to find 
jobs and feel proud of what they’ve 
achieved.”

Find out more at whittlesea.vic.gov.au/
jobshelp

This program is supported by Jobs 
Victoria. 

Jobs Advocate Rennie Ervinawati.
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Arthurs Creek Road, Yan Yean.

We’ve just completed a ten-year Green 
Wedge Management Plan (GWMP) 
which sets out how we manage and 
protect our green wedge and now we 
are working on the priority areas for 
our next GWMP.

There were 84 actions in the last plan 
that related to land, biodiversity, water 
and people including:

• supporting local businesses, 
including those in the Whittlesea 
Township area, through campaigns 
encouraging people to shop locally

• setting up a pilot of the Whittlesea 
Community Farm and Food Collective 

• launching the South Morang Farmers 
and Makers Market in July 2019.

Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson said 
the tangible achievements over the past 
10 years had added significantly to the 
liveability, economic and environmental 
health of the City of Whittlesea.

“The previous Green Wedge 
Management Plan has delivered 
some important outcomes 
for our community and many 
of them are now “business 
as usual”. Now we’re looking 
forward to seeing what else 
we can do over the next 10 
years to further enhance and 
protect this important and 
very significant part of our 
municipality.”

One outcome of the Green 
Wedge Management Plan was the 
establishment of the South Morang 
Farmers and Makers Market which 
has recently relaunched after a 
COVID hiatus.

Stallholder Kate Rothacker from Top 
Hundred Acres said the market was an 
important way to showcase what local 
growers and makers had to offer.

Green Wedge Management Plan

“Coming out of lockdowns, a well-
supported market is incredibly 
important for small scale local farmers 
like ourselves”, she said.

Last year we asked for your ideas on 
what should go into a new Green Wedge 
Management Plan and we’re now 
preparing a draft plan for further feedback.

• We’ll be talking to the community 
about this plan in May and would 
love your views. You can sign up to 
engage.whittlesea.vic.gov.au to 
receive notifications to let you know 
when you can have your say on the 
Green Wedge Management Plan and 
other projects you’re interested in.

Did you know that 61 per cent of land in the City of Whittlesea is protected from urban development?
Officially known as the Green Wedge, this land is home to National Parks, forests and reservoirs but 
also agricultural land and recreation areas.

Bringing our green spaces to life 

8 Local Scoop April 2022



Help us keep rubbish off 
our streets  

We’re calling on all residents to help us keep dumped rubbish off 
our streets. With a range of options to responsibly dispose of rubbish, 
many of which are free, there’s no excuse for illegal dumping.

Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson 
said that illegally dumped rubbish 
was not only creating an eyesore for 
residents and potentially damaging the 
environment but also costing hundreds 
of thousands of dollars each year to 
clean up.

“Often we find that illegally dumped 
rubbish could have been collected 
for free from one of our many waste 
disposal options,” Ms Wilson said.

“We encourage residents to firstly look 
to reuse or donate items they no longer 
need. Damaged items that can no 
longer be used can be picked up for free 
by booking a hard rubbish collection or 
taken to the tip and whitegoods can be 

picked up for free from your kerbside by 
Kids off the Kerb.”

“If you aren’t sure how to dispose 
of items, check the waste guide on 
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/a-zwaste or 
contact us to discuss your options.”

Council is increasing its efforts to 
identify and take action against people 
who illegally dump waste in our 
municipality. 

If you would like to report illegally 
dumped rubbish, please contact 9217 
2107. Fines for illegally dumped rubbish 
are significant – they can be up to $1,817 
for individuals and $9,087 for companies. 

For more information, visit 
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/waste

Rethinking 
waste 
When we developed our 
Rethinking Waste Plan our 
community told us they 
were committed to reducing 
waste and keeping it out of 
landfill.

So here are just a few initiatives that 
will help you reduce waste, while 
also saving you money. 

Repair café now open
The City of Whittlesea’s first local 
repair café is now open at Mernda 
Community House. Skilled volunteers 
will be on hand one Saturday 
a month, ready to repair items 
including small electrical appliances, 
bikes, clothes and woodwork. 

For operating hours and to book, 
visit merndach.org.au/repaircafe 

Help us keep rubbish off 
our streets  

Zero waste rebates
Rebates are now available for 
reusable nappies, sanitary products 
and composting tools. Residents are 
encouraged to try environmentally 
sustainable options to help reduce 
the amount of waste sent to landfill 
and receive up to 50 per cent of 
your purchase price back. 

To find out more or to apply for a 
rebate visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/
zerowasterebate

Waste

This sort of rubbish doesn’t belong on our roadsides and we’re stepping up our efforts to stop 
illegal dumping. 
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This year’s annual City of Whittlesea art exhibition titled Connections, showcased an incredible 
collection of thought-provoking pieces including paintings, drawings, furniture, sculptures, 
photographs, metalwork, collage, textile works, mosaics and mixed media.

Art exhibition award recipients L to R: Sue Gunningham, Zoran Buzevski, Jane Spracklan, Melissa Thomas and Jodie Zutt.

Art exhibition connects 

“I made it out to see the exhibition 
today, and I loved it. I connected on 
a very deep and heartfelt level with a 
number of works. Just very beautiful 
and moving.”
– Jane Spracklan, recipient of Highly 
Commended Award

• Award of Excellence, Response to Theme – U3A 
Whittlesea – Art4Fun, for their collaborative painting 
titled Coming Together

• Highly Commended – Glenda Brearley, for her painting 
titled Community connecting together sharing laundry

• Highly Commended – Thomastown Primary School, three 
composite Grade 5/6 classes, for their collaborative work 
titled Connections – Mural

• Highly Commended – Jodie Zutt, for her oil painting titled 
Like finds Like

• Highly Commended – Jane Spracklan, for her papier-
mâché sculptural work Winners & Losers

• Ilma Duncan Art Award – Nathan Buckingham, for his 
painting titled Botanical 2

• People’s Choice Award – Irina Zahra for her work Apostles.

Ms Wilson said the award recipients were selected for 
their originality, innovative use of materials, and creative 
interpretation of the exhibition theme, Connections.

“The entries into this year’s exhibition were, as always, so 
incredibly impressive, which made the judging such a difficult 
task,” she said.

“We’re fortunate to have so many talented local artists in the 
City of Whittlesea.”

You can view the exhibition online at arts.whittlesea.vic.gov.au. 
Many of the pieces in the exhibition are available for 
purchase. For more information call 9217 2143.

Art exhibition

A judging panel including local artists Catherine Blakey 
and Suzi Duncan, Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson, and 
City of Whittlesea Director of Community Wellbeing, 
Kate McCaughey selected nine inspiring artworks for 
recognition.

Congratulations to: 

• City of Whittlesea Art Award – Zoran Buzevski, for his 
painting Reflective Dreams

• Award of Excellence, Creative Expression – 
Melissa Thomas, for her wall sculpture titled 
A Country View

• Award of Excellence, Innovative Use of Materials – 
Sue Gunningham for her artwork titled The Bridge, 
a poem and painted stones 

The theme this year highlighted how our connections with 
each other and with nature can support our wellbeing.
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New charging station helps power 
a sustainable Whittlesea
In an exciting step towards a sustainable future, Council has installed an electric vehicle charging 
station on Church Street, Whittlesea, as part of the Charging the Regions project, an initiative of 
the Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance to support public electric vehicle charging infrastructure 
throughout regional Victoria. 

The charging station uses 100 per cent 
renewable energy and can charge two 
electric vehicles at the same time.  

Administrator Chris Eddy said that the 
location of the charging station had 
been carefully selected to support 
tourism in the City of Whittlesea.

“We’ve positioned Whittlesea’s 
electric vehicle charging station close 
to the main shopping precinct and 
information centre, and around the 
corner from public toilets to provide 
visitors with a convenient charging 

option,” Mr Eddy said. 

“It’s perfect for residents needing a top-
up charge while on the go.”

Mill Park resident Michael Cattenazzi 
never needs to visit a petrol station 
again thanks to his new electric vehicle, 
which provides up to 420km of driving 
on a single charge.

“The new technology and the non-
reliance on petrol were a big part of 
my decision to get an electric car,” 
Mr Cattenazzi said.

“I look forward to seeing more charging 
stations installed across the City of 
Whittlesea and regional Victoria so 
that people can plan for long distance 
travel.” 

Council is exploring opportunities 
to install additional electric vehicle 
charging stations throughout the 
municipality. For the latest news and 
updates follow us on Facebook or visit 
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/majorprojects

Mill Park resident Michael Cattenazzi recharging on Church Street in Whittlesea.

Sustainable future
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Let’s talk

Proposed Budget and 
Community Action Plan
You can view our Proposed Budget 
2022-23 and have your say on Council’s 
spending priorities for our community 
in the next financial year.

You can also view the draft Community 
Action Plan 2022-23 and see what 
projects will be delivered in the second 
year of the Community Plan 2021-25.

New walking and cycling paths 
Have your say about what you’d like to 
see along the new walking and cycling 
paths planned for High Street and 
Edgars Creek in Lalor and Thomastown. 

There are so many ways to get involved in decisions that affect your local area and impact your 
day-to-day life. From providing feedback to improve our health and wellbeing, to sharing your 
ideas about practical improvements we can make in our local community; your input helps inform 
Council’s decisions and creates a better future for all residents.
Here are a few of the ways you can get involved this month.

Help name the centre by sharing your 
suggestions with us online. Council 
will consider all names that align 
with the Naming Rules for Places in 
Victoria and Council’s Naming Policy for 
Features and select a name that is most 
representative of the local area and the 
purpose of the community centre.

Cat management
We’re asking our community for their 
views around cat curfews and the 
mandatory desexing of newly registered 
cats. Council will be out and about 
in community locations to hear your 
thoughts or you can also provide your 
feedback online. 

We’d love to hear your ideas about 
the alignment of the paths, the best 
spots for rest areas, your landscaping 
suggestions, directional and 
informational signage, and more.

Name the future community 
centre in Donnybrook
Located in the Olivine estate in 
Donnybrook, the future community 
centre will include a two-room 
kindergarten, maternal and child health 
services, a pop-up library, a community 
hall, as well as flexible spaces for youth 
programs, social support services, 
private functions and community 
group activities.

Kaity, 8 is looking forward to the upgrade of Whittlesea Public Gardens in Lalor this year, 
one of the actions in the draft Community Plan Action Plan 2022-23.

Have your say

Visit engage.whittlesea.vic.gov.au 
to have your say on these projects 
and sign up for 
updates about 
upcoming 
opportunities 
to get 
involved.
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Online exercises
Our free online exercise classes are 
streamed to Facebook each Wednesday 
morning from 10am – 10.45am.

Join us at
/millparkleisure 
/trac.com.au 
/whittleseaswimcentre3757

Uplift and Connect 
program
Join us for regular activities at the Mernda 
Village Community Activity Centre, 
Whittlesea Community Activity Centre or 
Barry Road Community Activity Centre.

For bookings call 9407 5913 or email 
leap@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Mernda 
20 April 1.30pm – 3pm in person at 
Mernda Community Activity Centre 
and 2pm-3pm online Don McQueen – 
The Bush Balladeer

4 May 1.30pm – 3pm Let’s Laugh 
with Bronwyn Roberts at Mernda 
Community Activity Centre

18 May 1.30pm – 3pm in person 
and 2pm-3pm online Mother’s Day 
celebration with Rob Foenandar at 
Mernda Community Activity Centre

We’re bringing back in-person programs for older people in the City of Whittlesea to reconnect with 
each other as well as continuing some of our successful online programs.

Dennis Bickerstaff is a regular participant in Uplift and Connect programs.

Contact us on 9407 5913 or email 
leap@whittlesea.vic.gov.au to 
find out more about programs 
that help you connect with other 
people aged 50 plus in the City of 
Whittlesea.

Healthier You – Health and Wellbeing for Whittlesea Seniors
Want to create a Healthier You? Healthier You seminars offer the opportunity to learn about how to make appropriate 
health choices to improve your quality of life. Topics covered include mental wellbeing, improving physical health, support 
services for older adults and more.  Seminars are held twice month, are free and presented in community venues, local 
libraries and online. Visit our website whittlesea.vic.gov.au for more details.

Seniors activities

Ageing Well in the 
City of Whittlesea

Whittlesea
21 April 10.30am – 12pm at 
Whittlesea Community Activity Centre 
Don McQueen – The Bush Balladeer

19 May 10.30am – 12pm at 
Whittlesea Community Activity 
Centre Mother’s Day celebration 
with Sharon Cristallini

Thomastown
13 April 3pm – 4.30pm in person 
and 3.30pm-4.30pm online 
Lest We Forget ANZAC Day 
commemoration 

27 April 3pm – 4.30pm Painting 
workshop with Rosanne Montalti

11 May 3pm – 4.30pm Mother’s Day 
celebration with Ellen Hundley

25 May 3pm – 4.30pm Laughter 
workshop with Bronwyn Roberts
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Registering your pet helps 
us return them to you 
should they become lost. 
Annual pet registration 
notices have been sent to 
cat and dog owners in the 
City Whittlesea. Your annual 
payment is now due.

We’re looking for school crossing 
supervisors to help children and pedestrians 
cross the road safely. Work 1.5 hours a day 
during school terms.

Pet registration

School crossing

whittlesea.vic.gov.au/
schoolcrossings

whittlesea.vic.gov.au/
petregistration

Book in for your flu vaccine
Even if your COVID vaccinations are up to date, it’s now time to 
start thinking about getting your annual flu vaccine.

Protect yourself this winter and boost your immunity by booking in for your shot 
at one of our public immunisation sessions.

Visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/immunisation

Have you had your pool inspected?
New State Government laws about pool and spa barriers came into 
effect from 1 December 2019.

This means that all private swimming pools and spas must be registered and 
barriers must be inspected and certified every four years.

The deadline for submitting the first certificate of compliance to Council depends 
on what year the pool or spa was constructed.

Pools and spas constructed before 30 June 1994 must be inspected, issued with 
a Certificate of Compliance and submitted to Council by 1 June 2022.

For more information, visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/pools

Safety & wellbeing
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What’s on
These events may be subject to change to stop the spread of COVID-19 – please check whittlesea.vic.gov.au for the latest event information.

What’s on

Read, Play and Connect
Wednesday 27 April, 10.30am – 12.30pm
Mill Park Library, 394 Plenty Road, 
Mill Park
trybooking.com/BUZAL

Tuesday 24 May, 10.30am – 12pm
Donnybrook Road Community Centre
995 Donnybrook Rd, Donnybrook
trybooking.com/BUZBZ

Read, Play and Connect brings together 
our community at the local library for 
story time, games and activities with 
your children. 

My baby hates tummy time, 
what should I do?
Thursday 28 April, 10am – 11am

In this interactive session our paediatric 
physiotherapist answers commonly 
asked questions when you have a 
little baby.

• When should I start tummy time?

• Is my baby meeting milestones?

• It looks like my baby ’s head shape 
is somewhat asymmetrical, what 
should I do?

• How can I provide the best chance 
for my baby’s physical development?

This session is facilitated by DPV Health.

To register visit – trybooking.com/BUZAO

Tuning into teens 
(6-week program)
Starting Tuesday 3 May, 6pm – 7.30pm

Suitable for parents or carers of young 
people, this 6-week program will 
cover a number of skills and strategies 
to help with everyday parenting 
challenges, based on emotionally-tuned 
parenting.

Would you like to learn how to:

• Understand your teen’s emotions?

• Build attachment and teaching 
through emotional experiences?

• Develop skills to assist your teen in 
problem solving?

This program is facilitated by 
ParentZone.

To register visit – trybooking.com/BUZCE

Participation Award musical
Saturday 21 May, 7pm
Plenty Ranges Arts & Convention Centre
Tickets $30 Adults / $20 Concession 

A hilarious musical comedy that 
explores the question “Why does school 
suck so much?”

Featuring multi-award-winning singer, 
songwriter and comedian Jude Perl, this 
one-woman show is an entertaining 
musical comedy showcasing Jude’s 
unique brand of stream-of-consciousness 
style song writing. Delivered with her 
signature high-energy, high-awkward, 
vulnerable-when-no-one-asked-her-to-
be musical storytelling, Jude explores 
confrontation through the ages. 

Recommended for audiences 16+

www.pracc.com.au/tickets

Peer Support Group for Carers
Do you live in Whittlesea or surrounding areas?

Are you an unpaid carer of a family member, friend or 
loved one who is living with a disability, chronic health 
condition, mental illness or is frail due to age?

Merri Health and the City of Whittlesea have come 
together to offer carers an opportunity to meet other 
carers in similar circumstances.

Interested in being involved?

Contact us:
nicholas.colicchia@merrihealth.org.au
supportforcarers@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
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Farmers  
& Makers  
MARKET

Upcoming market dates:  
21 May, 18 June, 16 July

Civic Centre car park,  
25 Ferres Blvd, South Morang

9am–1pm

Follow us at facebook.com/southmorangmarket

SOUTH MORANG


