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Parks and playgrounds

Riverside, the centre of attention
The Riverside Community Centre has celebrated its 21st birthday in style with the opening of a new 
playground and the promise of more upgrades to come.

Hundreds of residents turned out for 
the big birthday bash and enjoyed the 
live music, animal encounters and many 
other activities on offer.

The centre, which opened in 2001, has 
grown along with the local community 
and offers everything from a three- and 
four-year-old kindergarten to a place 
for groups to meet.

In opening the new playground, Chair 
Administrator Lydia Wilson said it was 
important the centre and surrounding 
reserve continue to meet the needs of 
the community.

“That is why I am delighted that the 
City of Whittlesea and the Victorian 
Government have each committed 
$500,000 to the further upgrade of the 
building and surrounding reserve,” she 
said.

The reserve works will complement 
the new playground, which features 

a range of slides and swings, rope walls, 
a flying fox and encourages younger 
users to engage in exploratory learning 
and interact with nature.

“The Riverside Reserve revitalisation 
project breathes new life into a park 
and playground that was starting to 
show its age,” Administrator Wilson 
said. “The result is the delivery of a 
new, high-quality public space fitted 
out with equipment that will appeal to 
toddlers right up to young teens.”

Laura Almonte, of Mill Park, took her 
young children Patrick and Lucy along 
to the playground opening.

She said the Riverside Reserve had 
always been a great little park, but 
the playground upgrades represented 
a marked improvement. “With 
any playground, I go by what my 
children say and they especially loved 
the slide … they had an absolute ball,” 
she said.

Eric, Zoe and Isabelle enjoy the new playground at Riverside Reserve.

The $1 million upgrade 
will include:
•  Refurbishment to create a 

private meeting room
•  Expanded foyer with 

kitchenette
•  Upgrade of hall and kitchen
•  Implementation of Council’s 

de-gassing program on gas 
appliances and systems

•  Improved privacy for 
consulting rooms

•  Upgrade of external 
cladding

•  Replacement of reserve’s 
boardwalks

•  Upgrade of picnic area
•  Upgrade of public toilets
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Traditional land management

Council’s Andy Foudoulis and Alex Hodgson join Narrap’s Kristian Guarino, Eddie Mullins and Dave Crawford at the Cooper Street Conservation Reserve.

In a new approach to managing 
local landscapes, Council is 
partnering with Aboriginal land 
management experts. 

The City of Whittlesea has partnered 
with the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung 
Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation 
to have the Narrap Ranger Unit work on 
Country alongside Council.

The Narrap Rangers work across 
Wurundjeri Country using both 
conventional environmental conservation 
and land management practices and 
Wurundjeri cultural practices.

“We have so much to learn from 
our Traditional Owners regarding 

conservation land management, 
so this partnership is very exciting,” 
City of Whittlesea Administrator 
Peita Duncan said.

“Places like the Plenty Gorge, the Merri 
Creek and Quarry Hills Regional Parkland 
have been the subject of cultural 
heritage investigations in recent years. 

“These studies aim to tell the story 
of local landscapes and identify the 
significance of place. 

“By working with the Narrap Rangers, 
we can build greater opportunities for 
reconnection with country.”

Since July, the Narrap Rangers have 
been focusing on Quarry Hills Regional 
Parkland, where works prioritise  

restoring natural areas and reducing 
weeds through controlled burns. 

In addition, Narrap and Council have 
been enhancing areas of native 
vegetation and preparing areas for 
upcoming cultural burns – a traditional 
practice that has been used by 
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people for 
generations as a way of managing, 
regenerating and healing Country. 

The work undertaken by the Narrap 
Rangers will continue returning 
elements of traditional caring for 
Country practices back to the natural 
landscapes across the City of Whittlesea 
and their expertise will assist in 
decision-making on appropriate 
land management.

Partnership approach 
to caring for Country

Nominations are now open for the 2022 
City of Whittlesea Community Awards

• Citizen of the Year
• Young Citizen of the Year
• Senior Citizen of the Year
• Access and Inclusion Citizen of the Year
• Sustainable Environment Citizen or Group of the Year

Nominations close Tuesday 31 January 2023.

Help us recognise and celebrate 
community contributions 

Scan the QR code  
to find out more and 
nominate online. 

Nominate a
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We celebrated the Victorian 
Seniors Festival, Children’s Week, 
the 21st birthday of the Riverside 
Community Centre and the official 
opening of the new and improved 
playground at Riverside Reserve.

We continue to take every opportunity 
to connect with our business 
community and we were so impressed 
by the innovation and product quality 
on show at both Mazda and Crusader 
Caravans recently. These are both large 
employers in the municipality and 
seeing these businesses in action gave 
us a much greater understanding of 
how we can support our local industries 
to thrive.

Over the last couple of months our popular 
Coffee with Council drop-in sessions 
continued, with sessions at Epping 
Plaza and Lyndarum Lifestyle Village. 

We love being able to chat first-hand 
with residents about issues that are 
important to them, such as parks and 
open space, and road and footpath 
infrastructure.

We will continue to host sessions at 
cafes across the municipality, so please 
come along to a session that suits 
you – you can find the details at www.
whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Our citizenship program is continuing, 
and we have welcomed 1240 new citizens 
in the past two months alone. It is such a 
privilege to be part of people’s journey to 
becoming Australian citizens and we are 
so thrilled they have chosen the City of 
Whittlesea as their home.

Our strong advocacy continues, 
and we have had some excellent 
results at the state level with funding 
commitments that will support the 

delivery of critical infrastructure, such 
as the indoor and outdoor sports courts 
at the Regional Aquatic and Sports 
Centre in Mernda.

We also celebrated the opening of 
the refurbished Mill Park Stadium. 
We hope this re-development leads 
to an increase in participation in sport 
locally, particularly among women and 
girls, and allows for the expansion of 
grassroots development and pathway 
programs that will help develop the 
sporting stars of the future.

We are looking forward to seeing many 
of you at our Carols celebration on 
Friday 9 December and we hope you 
have a wonderful Christmas with family 
and friends.

If you have any questions or topics you 
would like to discuss at any time, you can 
reach us at panel@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

A message from our Administrators

Clockwise from top left: Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson at the Riverside Community Centre 21st birthday celebration; Administrator Peita Duncan, 
Michael Paidoussis from Mawson, Serge Valentino from Crusader Caravans and Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson; Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson, 
Administrator Chris Eddy and Administrator Peita Duncan at the opening of the refurbished Mill Park Stadium; Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson 
speaking at a Citizenship Ceremony; Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson with Nicholas from the Whittlesea Pacers and Tayla from Laurimar Power at 
the announcement of an election funding commitment for the Regional Aquatic and Sports Centre in Mernda.

Out and about with our Administrators 
It’s been a busy couple of months and it’s great to see our community out and about enjoying our 
public spaces, community events and shopping precincts.
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Mernda Junior Football Club players Stephanie, Taylah and Charli.

Ensuring that women and girls have equal access to participate in all aspects of sport is a key aim of 
the Female Inclusion in Sport Grant Program, co-funded by the City of Whittlesea and DPV Health. 

Kicking goals for inclusion

The annual program enables sporting 
clubs in the City of Whittlesea to apply 
for financial support of up to $3,000 
for initiatives that promote an inclusive 
and supportive environment for women 
and girls.

Statistics show that women and girls are 
currently underrepresented in sport, both 
as players and leaders. In fact, only half of 
Victorian women are sufficiently active. 

These grants aim to address 
gender inequality and boost female 

Health and fitness

football skills sessions to our girls’ 
teams,” said Sarah Alchin, the club’s 
Female Coordinator. 

“Many of our girls have not grown up 
playing football, so these sessions were 
integral to building their basic football 
skills and giving our girls confidence in 
their abilities.”

For the players, improving teamwork, 
confidence and enjoyment of the game 
has offered them not only a pathway 
into football, but also into a welcoming 
community and all the health benefits 
of team sports. 

Applications for the next round of 
Female Inclusion in Sport Grants 
are due to open in 
February 2023.

Scan the QR code for 
program details and 
announcements.

involvement in sports at all levels; as 
players, coaches, umpires or decision-
makers. 

Mernda Junior Football Club was 
one of 12 sports clubs to receive one 
of these grants in 2021. The club 
welcomes youngsters from all levels 
of experience and backgrounds and is 
committed to building its junior girls’ 
participation.

“Through the grant, Mernda Junior 
Football Club were able to provide 

“This has demonstrated to us that football 
skills can be taught to any girl – she only 
needs the desire and determination to play 
and learn.” 
– Sarah Alchin, Female Coordinator, Mernda Junior Football Club
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Sustainability

Gifts with a difference
Consider gifting your loved ones an 
experience, edible or sustainable gift, 
rather than material products. Gifts 
such as plants, a homemade hamper 
of yummy treats or a voucher to do 
something they love, such as a painting 
class or dinner at a special restaurant, 
will show that you have put some 
thought into your gifts and will help 
reduce waste. 

Donating unwanted gifts
If you receive gifts that you don’t have 
a use for, consider donating them to a 
charity, such as those below:

• Australian Red Cross Shop

• Big Group Hug

• Brotherhood of St Lawrence 
Op Shop

Following a few simple steps can help reduce waste over the Christmas period.

Recycle right this Christmas
The holidays 
offer a great 
chance to clear 
out unwanted 
items before 
starting the new 
year afresh. 

While many 
people think 
that recyclable 
items only 
relate to the 
things you can 
put into your 
recycling bin at home, there are many 
more household items you can recycle. 

Below is a handy list of items that you 
can drop off for free at one of our many 
recycling stations across the City of 
Whittlesea:

• X-rays

• Printer cartridges

• Mobile phones and accessories

• Cameras and accessories

• DVDs and CDs

• VHS/Video and audio cassette tapes

• Fluorescent light globes and tubes

• Small e-waste items like iPods and 
MP3 players

Batteries can be taken to Woolworths, 
Aldi, Bunnings 
and Officeworks 
stores for recycling.

Scan the QR code to 
find recycling station 
locations.

• Sacred Heart Mission Op Shop

• Salvation Army

• Save The Children

• St Vincent de Paul Shop

• The Smith Family.

Make a list and check it twice
Sprawling family feasts are a great 
way to spend time with loved ones, 
but it’s easy to end up with too much 
food. Before hitting the shops, make 
a list and stick to buying only what 
you need. If you do have leftovers, 
offer your guests a take-home pack. 
Any food that can’t be enjoyed 
later can be popped into your food 
and garden waste bin to be made 
into valuable compost. 

Find out more at www.whittlesea.vic.
gov.au/sustainablechristmas

The holiday season is a perfect opportunity for gift giving and 
spending time with friends and family. Sometimes though, 
we can all go a bit overboard. Use our tips below to help you 
avoid excess and responsibly dispose of any waste. 

Have yourself 
a sustainable 
little Christmas
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Connected community

6pm to 9pm on 
Friday 9 December at 
the Civic Centre lawns 
in South Morang.

To find out more 
scan the QR code.

Sing along 
with our Community Carols Choir
The Community Carols Choir 
are back for another year, 
rehearsing weekly ahead of 
the City of Whittlesea Carols 
by Candlelight on Friday 
9 December where they 
will perform live on stage 
alongside the Diamond Valley 
Brass Band.

The choir started more than 20 years 
ago, with many members coming back 
year after year to meet new people 
across the City of Whittlesea and 
spread festive cheer through song.

With almost 30 members, the 2022 
choir has members of all ages, suburbs 
and backgrounds.

“After two years of streamed and 
hybrid Carol events, it’s so exciting 
to be back together in person with 
the wonderful community singers 
at Whittlesea,” said choir leader 
Flip Case.

The Community Carols Choir spreading Christmas cheer with their performance at the 2019 
City of Whittlesea Carols by Candlelight.

“It feels like a warm hug seeing familiar 
faces, sharing our stories and revisiting 
our favourite songs.”

Bring the family and enjoy the 
Community Carols Choir at City of 
Whittlesea’s Carols by Candlelight, 

School holiday fun is back for 2023, with City of Whittlesea’s 
Baseline for young people team offering a range of great activities 
and events for young people aged 12 to 18 years across three 
action-packed weeks in January.

Tuesday 10 January The excitement 
kicks off with a private movie screening 
of Avatar: The Way of Water at Village 
Cinemas Plenty Valley. 

Thursday 12 January Check out a 
Pro-Skater Demo at Mernda Skate Park, 
plus barbecue, music and games.

Wednesday 18 January Beat the 
summer heat with some cool activities 
at Whittlesea Swim Centre, including 
our first ever Dragon Boat Tug-of-War in 
the outdoor pool.

Thursday 19 January Come along to 
our Trivia event at Mill Park Library – 
battle it out to become Trivia Champion 
and win great prizes. 

Monday 23 January This day’s a 
celebration of summer in the Outdoor 
Splash Zone at TRAC, with giant games, 
DJ and much more.

Thursday 24 January Finally, level up 
your gaming with Game Jam. There’s 
an immersive gaming workshop, online 
games, plus VR gaming headsets to try.

School’s out for summer – 
join the holiday fun!

Scan the QR code to 
find out more about 
our Baseline School 
Holiday program.
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Summer fun

Guide to holidaying at home

Norris Bank Reserve 
Playground
McLeans Road, Bundoora
Is there a better place to have a 
family picnic than at the beautiful 
Norris Bank Reserve? Whether 
you want to slide, swing, climb, 
skate, ride, run or just relax, this 
park has the equipment and 
amenities for a great day out for 
the entire family. 

Mill Park Leisure 
33 Morang Drive, Mill Park
Entering its second summer 
since undergoing a $25 million 
redevelopment, the state-of-the-art 
Mill Park Leisure facility is a favourite 
for people of all ages. Three pools 
ensure the aquatic needs of everyone 
from beginners through to serious 
swimmers are catered for, while an 
outdoor play area with barbecues is 
perfect for a family gathering.

Sycamore Recreation 
Reserve BMX Track
Sycamore Reserve, Mill Park
There is no better way to expel that 
excess holiday energy than taking 
the bike out for a spin on the BMX 
track at Sycamore Reserve. The 
recently upgraded track includes 
a starter gate and track lighting. 
Rain, hail or shine, the all-weather 
track is suitable for everyone 
from beginners to experts.

All Abilities Play Space
Morang Drive, Mill Park
There is something for everyone at 
Mill Park’s All Abilities Play Space. 
Children of all ages will enjoy 
the state-of-the-art playground, 
featuring an abundance of slides 
and swings. And, of course, there 
is the ever-popular water play area 
with its jets, bubblers and mist 
rings to help beat the summer 
heat.

Funfields Theme Park
2365 Plenty Road, Whittlesea
Funfields needs no introduction. 
For almost 40 years, the water park 
has been a magnet for families 
seeking a special day out. With an 
impressive array of water-based 
and dryland attractions - including 
waterslides, wave pool, go kart 
track and mini golf course –  
it is sure to be a highlight of  
the holidays!

Whittlesea Swim 
Centre 
50 Walnut Street, Whittlesea
Stay cool this summer with a trip to 
the family-friendly Whittlesea Swim 
Centre. The outdoor complex caters 
to people of all ages and abilities 
through its 25-metre main pool, 
learners’ pool and toddlers’ pool. 
The centre’s splash pad, with water 
cannons and tipping buckets, are 
sure to be a hit with the kids, too!

If you’re staying close to home this summer, there is no shortage of family-friendly 
attractions right on your doorstep to enjoy. Scan the QR code to visit 
explore.whittlesea.vic.gov.au and find out all the fun things you can do locally this summer.
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A day of frantically searching 
the streets of Epping for her 
lost cat was enough to convince 
Marija of the merits of cat 
confinement.

Even before the City of Whittlesea 
announced new cat welfare measures 
would be introduced in August next 
year, Epping local Marija had cat-
proofed her courtyard. 

“My cat Piper was adopted from a rescue 
and had ended up in a shelter in the first 
place because of her escaping,” she said.

“I fully support the upcoming new 
regulations as I am all for keeping cats 
safe and confined.”

From August 2023, the City of 
Whittlesea will introduce a 24-hour cat 
curfew and mandatory desexing for 
newly registered cats.

Marija said securing her backyard has 
been a simple and relatively inexpensive 
do-it-yourself process using materials 
purchased from Catnets and Bunnings.

Pets

Ahead of the busy holiday season, 
check that your pet’s registration 
details are up to date and advise 
Council if you have changed 
address or contact number.

Talk to your vet to get your pet 
microchipped or to update the contact 
details linked to their microchip. 
Having accurate contact information is the 
quickest way to reunite you with your pet.

If your pet is missing, call the 
Epping Animal Welfare Facility:

Phone: 8401 6200

Email: EppingAnimalWelfareFacility@
whittlesea.vic.gov.au

“When I was researching cat-proofing 
options, the best resource I found was 
the Agriculture Victoria enclosures 
and fencing website, which has an 
entire section on cat confinement,” 
she said.

Safety net brings peace of mind 
“I also found some very useful 
information on the Catnets website, 
as well as the Bunnings Cat Hacks 
Australia group on Facebook.

“People often think that cat-proofing 
your yard or making a cat enclosure is a 
difficult and expensive exercise, but not 
necessarily.”

Although Piper has plenty of room 
to roam within the confines of her 
backyard, Marija supplements this with 
regular walks on a lead and harness.

“Walking a cat is a great conversation 
starter!” she said. “Piper and Woofy, 
my dog, are well known in my area and 
people are always delighted to see 
them out on a walk together.

“If there are any people out there 
wondering if they should explore 
harness walking their cats, if your 
cat wants to go outside, 
absolutely, go for it.”

Scan the QR code for 
more information about 
cat management.

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 10am–4pm 
Wednesday 12pm–6.30pm 
Weekends and public holidays 10am–2pm.

Closed Good Friday, Anzac Day and 
Christmas Day.

Location: 20 Companion Place, Epping 
(previously known as Pound Road)

The Epping Animal Welfare Facility is 
now managed by the City of Whittlesea 
in partnership with 
Merri-bek and 
Darebin councils.

Scan the QR code 
to learn more about 
locating lost pets.

“Keeping the cat safely on my property is a no‑brainer compared to the vet costs to 
treat an accident or injury – a cat enclosure is well worth it.” 
– Marija, Epping

Keep track of your pets

Marija’s mind is at ease knowing that her cat, 
Piper, cannot wander the streets. 

Registered pet, Harry, with council ID tag.
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Hidden treasures close to home
The City of Whittlesea is 
home to scores of fascinating 
historical sites, from its very 
own castle and a water supply 
system the envy of the world 
to troughs where thirsty horses 
stopped to drink in the 1900s.

Sites of significance

Clockwise from top left: Farm Vigano, c1934, South Morang; Thomastown Lutheran Church, c1856, Lalor; Ziebell’s Farmhouse Museum and 
Heritage Garden, c1851, Thomastown; Bear’s Castle, c1846, Yan Yean; Valve House, c1857, Yan Yean; Turners Bakehouse, c1880, Mernda; 
Carome Homestead, c1864, Mernda.

Many people may not know they exist, 
but our new map is set to get you 
out exploring your own backyard this 
summer. 

Council has launched the 50 Sites of 
Significance map, available online and 
in print at the Civic Centre, Yarra Plenty 
Regional Libraries and Community 
and Activity Centres across the City of 
Whittlesea.

Fifty historically important public sites have 
been selected, with addresses, photos 
and enthralling stories to read about.

“The local history experts are a huge 
fountain of knowledge,” said Julie, 
of Oak Park, of a recent trip around 
the area to visit some of the historic 
sites.

Grab a copy today and discover the 
City of Whittlesea local history in 
some of Victoria’s most significant 
structures.

Scan the QR code to 
find out more about 
the City of Whittlesea 
Sites of Significance.
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Understanding fire 
risk on the fringe

Growing suburbs

Watch the warnings  
There are new Fire Danger Rating levels: Moderate, High, 
Extreme and Catastrophic. The higher the rating, the more 
dangerous the conditions.  

If the rating is Extreme or Catastrophic, leaving your home 
before a fire has started is the safest option. 

Think about where you’ll go and what you’ll do with pets 
ahead of time.  

Visit emergency.vic.gov.au or download the app for 
emergency alerts.  

Minimise the risks 
Total fire bans are declared on days when there is a high 
danger of a fire spreading. 

On these days there are strict rules about what you can and 
can’t do. 

Common household items, such as barbecues, power tools 
and lawnmowers can cause sparks that might start a fire.

Some restrictions apply during the fire danger period. 

If a grassfire starts 
Don’t wait for an official to tell you to leave your home. If your 
home is next to grassland, walk two streets back away from the fire.  

If your home is two or more streets away from grassland, 
it is safest to stay where you are once a fire has started. 
Grassfires don’t usually spread this far into built-up areas.  

Don’t drive once a fire has started. Keep roads clear for emergency 
vehicles. Smoke also makes it hard to see, causing accidents.  

Scan the QR code to learn more about 
preparing for emergencies. You can also learn 
more about fire danger ratings and restrictions 
at www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions 

Food safety at your fingertips
With a few simple steps, you can prevent your summer gatherings from turning into a kitchen nightmare.

Did you know?
Council inspects more than 1,200 
food businesses each year to 
ensure the food they serve meets 
the highest hygiene standards.

Our food safety experts have shared some 
handy hygiene tips to keep your family 
and friends safe from food poisoning.

Wash it
• Wash hands, containers and utensils 

before contact with food

• Wash raw fruits and vegetables

Cool it
• Don’t overfill your fridge as airflow 

is needed to keep food cool

• Transport perishable foods in a 
cooler with plenty of ice

• Throw out perishable food that has 
been out of a fridge or cooler for 
more than two hours

Separate it
• Keep cooked and uncooked foods 

separate, especially meats

• Transport raw and cooked meats 
in two separate coolers and avoid 
cross-contamination

Many suburbs in the City of Whittlesea are 
surrounded by grassland, which can mean an 
increased fire risk over summer. 

If you live in urban fringe areas like Wollert, 
Mernda, Doreen and Donnybrook, you need to 
make sure you understand your fire risk and what 
to do if a grassfire breaks out in your area.
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Greener days ahead

Healthy living

Single-use plastics are used 
for only a few minutes but 
make up a third of the litter 
we see on our streets and in 
our waterways. They harm 
wildlife and are difficult to 
clean up.

To reduce plastic pollution, the 
Victorian Government is banning single-
use plastics from 1 February 2023.

The ban will apply to items like plastic 
straws, cutlery, plates, cotton bud sticks, 
polystyrene cups and containers.

City of Whittlesea Administrator 
Chris Eddy urged business owners to 
ensure they were ready for the new 
regulations.

“This change may necessitate a 
significant adjustment for many of our 
city’s businesses and I urge owners 
to ensure they are well prepared,” 
Administrator Chris Eddy said.

“Replacing single-use plastics with 
sustainable alternatives across the 
board will greatly reduce the amount 
of harmful waste polluting our 
environment.”

How to get your business 
ready:
• Review your operational use of 

single-use plastics 

• Choose single-use items made 
from materials such as paper, 
wood or bamboo that are 
responsibly sourced

• Order stock of any alternative 
items you will need ahead of the 
ban starting, to avoid supply issues

• Run down stocks of banned items, 
and avoid ordering any more.

For help to prepare for the change, 
scan the QR code or 
contact Council at 
invest@whittlesea.
vic.gov.au or 
9217 2278.

As a customer, you can 
help by:
• Taking your own cutlery or 

containers when you shop

• Choosing bamboo, wood, or 
paper when you really need 
a single-use item 

• Being understanding of our local 
businesses as this change rolls out.

Owners of Maple Tree Cafe in South 
Morang, Raj and Catherine, have 
already implemented a number of 
environmentally friendly measures at 
their business, including biodegradable 
coffee cups, paper bags and cardboard 
boxes. Furthermore, 80 per cent of 
the vegetables used at the cafe are 
organically home grown.

Raj from Maple Tree Cafe serves up a coffee in 
a biodegradable coffee cup.

An age-old question of acceptance
“With almost 20 per cent of our 
population over the age of 60, the City 
of Whittlesea is home to a thriving 
community of older residents. However, 
ageism can and does impact our 
community,” said Chair Administrator 
Lydia Wilson.

“The EveryAGE Counts campaign aims 
to create a society where every person 
is valued, connected and respected 
regardless of age.

“Ageism can prevent or limit 
participation in community and impact 
physical health. It can also reduce the 
enormous positive social and economic 
contributions that older people can 
make to their community.”

For more information on the 
EveryAGE Counts campaign, visit 
www.everyagecounts.org.au

In October, the City of Whittlesea 
became a signatory to the EveryAGE 
Counts campaign – a national 
initiative designed to positively 
influence the way Australians think 
about ageing and older people.

City of Whittlesea Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson and CEO Craig Lloyd sign the EveryAGE 
Counts campaign pledge.
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Community voices

Have your say 
We’re committed to giving our residents the opportunity to have 
a say on projects and programs that impact you. You can find 
the latest consultations on our Engage Whittlesea platform at 
engage.whittlesea.vic.gov.au 
Here are just some of the consultations we have open this month.

Visit www.engage.
whittlesea.vic.gov.au to 
have your say on these 
projects and sign up for 
updates about upcoming 
opportunities to get involved.

Fiona Watson from Dahlia and Thyme 
Studio Florals in Wollert.

Business Mentoring Service
Businesses in the City of Whittlesea can sign up for a free 
business mentoring session, brought to you by Council and 
the Small Business Mentoring Service. 

We asked Fiona Watson from Dahlia 
and Thyme Studio Florals in Wollert 
about her experience.

What drives you to improve your 
business?
To share my love of sustainable, 
feel-good flowers across our local 
community and support our local 
growers and industry.

What have you gained from the 
service? 
It gave access to education to grow 
skills vital to the survival of our 
business, from a mentor with real-
world expertise.

What advice do you have for other 
business operators?
Reach out to the council or 
community organisations who can 
offer support. Connect with other 
local businesses for learning, support 
and growth opportunities. Celebrate 
your wins, big or small.

To access business mentoring, 
contact 9217 2278 or email 
business@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

To sign up for 
Business e-news 
or join the 
Business Network, 
scan the QR code.

Gorge Road, South Morang 
Earlier in the year, you shared your thoughts on how we could best upgrade the 
streetscape to make your visit to the strip shops near the corner of Plenty Road 
safer and more convenient. Based on feedback from the community, Council has 
now created a blueprint for the area and we’d love to hear your feedback to make 
sure we have the right plan in place.

Spending wisely
The City of Whittlesea 2023/24 Budget and the 2023/24 Community Plan 
Action Plan together determine how Council will allocate funds over the next 
financial year. You’ve already told us what the priorities are for your local area, 
and now we want to check that what we’ve captured reflects what is most 
important to you.

Setting the direction
Quarry Hills Regional Parkland is the largest regional park in the City of Whittlesea, 
and will be home to a number of new facilities including the Granite Hills 
Playground and the Aboriginal Gathering Place. 

To help guide the future use and development of the parkland, we’ve developed 
a draft Future Directions Plan. Have your say on the draft plan and help us set the 
vision for the area.
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What’s on
These events may be subject to change – please check www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/events for the latest information.

What’s on

New Light Art Exhibition
Weekdays until Thursday 15 December 
2022, 10am–4pm
Great Hall, City of Whittlesea Civic 
Centre, 25 Ferres Blvd, South Morang

Council’s annual art exhibition 
showcases and celebrates the work of 
local City of Whittlesea artists and this 
year’s exhibition is themed ‘New Light’. 
It aims to encourage 
artists to see things 
in new ways and 
different lights.

For more information, 
scan the QR code.

South Morang Farmers and 
Makers Market
Civic Centre Car Park, 25 Ferres 
Boulevard, South Morang
Friday 9 December, 6pm–9pm

Join us for the final South Morang 
Farmers and Makers Market, to be 
held alongside the City of Whittlesea 
Carols event. Only a short distance 
from South Morang Station, the market 
showcases fresh local produce and 
quality handmade 
products, and 
kids’ activities.

Scan the QR code 
for information. 

Whittlesea Community 
Christmas Tree Extravaganza
Friday 9-23 December 2022, 12pm–9pm
Whittlesea Agricultural Society 
Administration Building, Gate 1 
McPhees Rd, Whittlesea

Explore a Christmas wonderland at 
the Whittlesea Agricultural Society. 
There will be Christmas trees, lights 
and decorations to delight young and 
old. Vote for your favourite tree, take a 
photo with Santa and create your own 
memories using the photo backdrops.

Entry is by gold coin donation per person.

All Aboard Skate Workshops
Mernda
Friday 9 December, 4pm–6pm, 
Mernda Skate Park, 610 Bridge Road 
Inn Road

Doreen
Wednesday 14 December, 4pm–
6pm, Doreen Skate Park, Laurimar 
Recreation Reserve, Painted Hills Drive

The YMCA and Victorian Skate 
Association are getting together to bring 
All Aboard Skate Workshops to the City 
of Whittlesea. All ages and abilities are 
welcome! These sessions are free and 
equipment will be provided.

Visit skatepark.ymca.org.au/all-aboard 
to register.

Whittlesea Show – NEW DATES
Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 January 
2023, 9am–5pm
Whittlesea Showgrounds, Yea Road 
Whittlesea

Rescheduled due to wet weather, the 
Whittlesea Show began as a fair in 
1859 and has grown to become one of 
the best shows in Victoria. Its purpose 
is to educate, inform and entertain, 
bringing rural knowledge to the wider 
public.

Adults $20, concession $15, 
children $5
Book online at www.whittleseashow.
org.au
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Carols by 
Candlelight

F R I DAY  9  D E C E M B E R 
6 – 9 P M

CIVIC CENTRE LAWNS 
SOUTH MORANG

a r t s .w h i t t l e s e a .v i c . g o v. a u
B r i n g  y o u r  s i n g i n g  v o i c e ,  p i c n i c  r u g  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  
f o r  a n  e v e n i n g  o f  f e s t i v e  f u n  a n d  s i n g - a l o n g s .  Fa c e  p a i n t i n g ,  
roving per formances, ar t and craft activities and t wilight market . 

Au s l a n 
I n t e r p r e t e r s


