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Glass recycling

Jamie Baker, from South Morang, separates glass so that more can be recycled.

Did you know that just one broken glass bottle can contaminate an entire bin of recycling? 

Glass recycling is on the way
“We know our community is committed 
to reducing waste and by providing a 
separate bin for glass, we can more 
effectively recycle the glass products,” 
Ms Wilson said. 

By changing how you sort your waste 
at home, we can improve the amount 
of waste that can be recycled and kept 
out of landfill. 

Your old glass bottles and jars can be 
turned into items like new glass bottles 
or used in road base. It also means 
your paper, cardboard and plastic 
recycling will not be contaminated 
with broken glass.

For more, see www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/ 
glassrecycling

To help improve the quality of our recycling, 
the City of Whittlesea is introducing a 
new household glass recycling service. 
Purple-lidded bins are already arriving 
at homes in preparation for this. If you 
haven’t yet received yours, don’t worry, 
it will be delivered in the coming weeks. 

Your new purple-lidded bin will be used to 
collect glass bottles and jars and is in line 
with Victorian Government’s requirements 
that all councils comply with a standardised 
four-bin waste and recycling system. 

Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson said 
that the City of Whittlesea’s strong 
commitment to sustainability and 
delivering improved recycling services 
led to fast-tracking the introduction 
of the service ahead of many other 
councils across the state.

As soon as you receive 
your new bin, you can 
start putting glass 
bottles and jars in it. 
Your first collection 
is due to begin in early 
October – keep an 
eye on your letterbox 
for details. 

Ms Wilson said a separate bin 
was needed as glass often broke 
during the collection process, 
making it difficult to separate from 
other materials.
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Parks and playgrounds

Friends Nolan, Hayden and Indi met for a play at the refurbished Mernda Adventure Park play space.

Works included a refurbishment of 
the playground as well as adding 
new play equipment and facilities, 
including drinking fountains and 
additional bins.

“The project scope was to revitalise 
and redevelop the play space using 
the existing structure, and to improve 
safety and accessibility to make it 

a truly welcoming space for our 
local families,” said Administrator 
Chris Eddy. 

Hayden, aged three, was one of the 
first to try out the new play space. 
“Hayden loved the tractor,” said his 
mum, Amy Smith. “He loved the 
slides and even the horseshoes in 
the concrete – little aspects that 

“I could get to every aspect of the 
playground pushing the pram. Having that 
mobility is really important.”
– Amy Smith, local mother of two

someone has really thought about to 
engage kids.”

Great care has been taken in the 
landscaping works, with new plants and 
garden beds in keeping with the area’s 
natural environment, and new shelters, 
picnic settings, bins and barbecues 
will also make the park attractive 
for longer outings and family or 
community events. 

“I really like the undercover and 
barbecue area, so it makes it not just a 
15-minute play, but you could actually 
go there and have a picnic,” said Amy 
of the redevelopment. “Parks, and 
especially the ones that have great 
facilities that families need, are really 
important.”

New adventures in Mernda

Families are loving the newly re‑opened Mernda Adventure Park play space – there’s new play 
equipment to explore and even the iconic horses have had a makeover.
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Council’s NAIDOC Week event, held 
in the Great Hall at the Civic Centre 
among the Bulluk Wurrdhun, Bik 
Wurrdhun art exhibition, was an 
outstanding celebration of our local 
Elders and our rich Aboriginal culture. 
This year’s theme was ’Get up! Stand 
up! Show up!’ and we were thrilled 
to have Yankunytjatjara and Wirangu 
descendant Shelley Ware as our 
keynote speaker. 

Our citizenship ceremonies are 
in full swing as we catch up after 
the pandemic, and in the last 
few months alone, we have been 
delighted to welcome 1050 of the 
City of Whittlesea’s newest Australian 
citizens. It is always such a treat 
to see the joy on the faces of our 
newest citizens.

Coffee with Council continues to go 
from strength to strength and we had 
a great session at Ferguson Plarre 
Bakehouse in Doreen recently. Be 
sure to drop in at a session near you – 

we are scheduling sessions at cafes 
across the municipality to give locals 
a chance for an informal chat about 
matters that are important to you – 
session details are on our website.

Our community forums ahead of 
our Community Council Meetings 
are another great way to connect 
and it was fantastic to meet many 
Thomastown locals at our recent forum 
at the Barry Road Activity Centre – 
a special thanks to the Whittlesea 
Chinese Association Rainbow Choir 
for keeping everyone entertained and 
the Lalor & District Men’s Shed for 
providing a sausage sizzle.

We continue to meet with local MPs, 
and we were delighted to meet with 
Tania Maxwell MLC recently to discuss 
our advocacy priorities including the 
Aboriginal Gathering Place and the 
Regional Sports and Aquatic Centre in 
Mernda – you can read more about 
these exciting projects on pages 
10 and 11.

We also meet with Ramsay Health 
Care on the site of the new Northern 
Private Hospital in Epping. Scheduled 
to open in 2024, the hospital 
and the services and programs 
it will offer will be an amazing 
addition to the local health care 
infrastructure.

Plus, we formally opened the stunning 
newly redeveloped McLeans Road 
Kindergarten in Bundoora along with 
Ingrid Stitt MP, Minister for Early 
Childhood and Pre-Prep, and State 
Member for Bundoora Colin Brooks 
and some very excited youngsters. 
The $4.1 million upgrade was 
delivered with the support of the 
Victorian Government’s Children’s 
Facilities Capital Program and the 
Growing Suburbs Fund.

Continue to take care as you are out 
and about and if you haven’t yet had 
your flu shot you can find the details 
for our public immunisation sessions at 
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/immunisation

A message from our Administrators

Top left: Administrator Peita Duncan with members of the Chinese Association Rainbow Choir at a Community Forum in Thomastown. 
Bottom left (L to R): Administrator Chris Eddy, Tania Maxwell MLC and CEO Craig Lloyd discussing Council’s advocacy priorities. 
Right: Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson at the opening of the upgraded McLeans Road Kindergarten in Bundoora.

Out and about with Administrators
We are continuing to be out and about, meeting with members of the community, local groups 
and businesses and attending events.
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Gardening Together Again participant Alexis Harley at Links Community Garden in Lalor.

Getting back into the garden

Eight local community gardens 
completed the program, which was 
designed to improve the skills of 
local gardeners and help re-connect 
individuals to their community gardens. 
It included workshops on topics ranging 
from indigenous plants and habitat 
gardens to grant writing and group 
management.

Administrator Peita Duncan said 
that community gardens provide an 
inclusive space for people to connect 
and make a valuable contribution to the 
community through the provision of 
fresh, affordable food.

“We’ve seen how important it is for 
our community to stay connected 
and find ways to support each other, 
particularly over the past few years,” 
said Ms Duncan.

“Now with the skyrocketing prices of 
fresh produce, community gardens are 
more important than ever.” 

For more information about joining or 
starting a community garden, visit www.
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/communitygarden

“Community gardens offer opportunities for people 
to connect to each other and to nature, to grow and 
harvest healthy food and to share sustainability 
skills and knowledge.” 
–  Alexis Harley, Links Community Garden

“Our garden was in a bit of a sorry state 
after months of lockdown neglect,” 
said Alexis Harley, a member of Links 
Community Garden in Lalor.

“I found the Gardening Together Again 
program really energising and informative. 
The advice about pursuing funding 
opportunities has already led to a grant.”

Community gardens

Getting community gardens flourishing was the goal of a recent pandemic recovery program 
Gardening Together Again, co‑developed and run by Council alongside accredited social enterprise 
Cultivating Community.
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Cats like Mooball can enjoy indoor time and still have time outside within a secure property.

Council endorsed the changes after 
extensive community consultation with 
more than 80 per cent of respondents 
supporting some form of cat confinement 
and more than 82 per cent supporting 
mandatory cat desexing for newly 
registered cats.

“I’d like to thank everyone who took 
the time to share their thoughts,” 
said Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson. 

“We heard that many were concerned 
with roaming pets and stray cats and 
the impact this has on wildlife and the 
environment, and the nuisance this 
causes for neighbours. We also spoke to 
experts including vets, animal welfare 
and rescue groups and wildlife groups, 
whose valuable input helped to inform 
our decision.”

The changes will make cat confinement 
rules consistent with the rules for dogs. 
This will reduce the numbers of native 
birds and animals killed by cats and 
will also protect our furry friends from 
road dangers, common diseases and 
altercations with other animals.

“We value pets and the role they play in 
our community and we need to balance 
the wellbeing and management of pets, 
strays and wildlife with the needs of the 
community as a whole,” said Ms Wilson.

Remember, cats can still go outside, as 
long as they remain on your property, 
just like dogs. Cats can leave your 
property in a cat carrier, on a leash or in 

“I have two cats that 
transitioned from 
outside to inside pets 
with minimal drama. 
Thankyou City of 
Whittlesea for this 
initiative to protect 
our native wildlife.” 
– Taylor, Epping

Subsidised Cat Desexing
Council is currently offering 
a subsidised cat desexing 
program until June 2023.

Scan the 
QR code to 
learn more.

Taking action 
to protect cats 
and wildlife

a cat pram, as long as you have effective 
control in a securely fitted harness.

To help with the transition, Council will 
provide support and information over 
the coming year, including practical 
advice on preparing your pet and your 
property.

For more information about the changes 
visit www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/cats

To help improve the welfare and safety of cats and wildlife and create a more harmonious 
environment between pets, people and other animals, from August 2023 Council is introducing 
mandatory cat desexing and requirements for cats, just like dogs to be contained to your property.

Responsible pet ownership
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YOUR GUIDE TO

Reducing waste

Keep this handy guide on your fridge to make sorting your waste easy.
To check your bin collection day visit My Neighbourhood on www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au

waste and recycling

GLASS RECYCLING
Collected every four weeks

 YES
  Glass bottles, including beer, wine and olive 

oil bottles
  Glass jars, including sauce and condiment jars
  Glass bottles and jars for medicines and 

toiletries

  NO
Plastic bags, lids or caps, sprays, corks, crockery, 
drinking glasses, cookware, vases or light bulbs

GENERAL RUBBISH
Collected weekly

 YES
  Broken kitchenware, crockery and mirrors
  Coated and waxed cardboard, such as milk 

and juice cartons 
  Nappies, wet wipes, kitty litter 
  Loose lids and bottle caps 
  Old clothing and shoes that can’t be donated 

  NO
Electronic waste, batteries, household chemicals, 
recyclable items, soil, building materials
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Making hard 
rubbish easier
With the introduction of a user‑friendly online 
booking system – disposing of your hard rubbish 
just got a whole lot easier. 

To arrange for a hard waste collection, simply jump online and 
book the next available collection spot. Each household 
has access to two collections per financial year.

Other changes to the service include the ability to dispose 
of up to three square meters of waste per collection and 
receiving email and text message notifications when the 
collection is due. 

City of Whittlesea CEO Craig Lloyd said by simplifying the 
process for hard waste collections, more people would be 
able to easily dispose of large items that can’t be donated 
or recycled.

“We’re making things easier for our residents by increasing the 
volume of waste accepted in each collection,” Mr Lloyd said. 

“We want to help our community responsibly dispose of their 
waste and use the services on offer, many of which are free.”

“It will be easier to make a booking online, rather than 
having to call,” said Doreen resident Olivia Menz.

For more information or to book 
in a hard waste collection, visit 
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/waste 
or scan the QR code.

Doreen resident Olivia preparing for her hard waste collection.

If you aren’t sure how to dispose of 
an item, scan the QR code to find out.

FOOD AND GARDEN WASTE
Collected fortnightly, alternating weeks with 
mixed recycling (yellow bin)

 YES
  Dairy, egg and meat products, including shells 

or bones
  Fruit and vegetable scraps 
   Coffee grounds, loose leaf tea 
   Leaves, plants, twigs, grass and weeds 

  NO
Plastics of any type, coffee pods, tea bags, kitty 
litter, animal droppings, large branches, tree 
stumps, liquids, nappies or wet wipes

You can opt in to have a food and garden waste 
bin for $87.63 per annum. To order a food and 
garden waste bin, visit www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/
foodwaste or call us on 9217 2170.

MIXED RECYCLING
Collected fortnightly, alternating weeks with food 
and garden waste (green bin)

 YES
  Accepted plastic bottles and containers
  Aluminium and steel tins, cans and foil
  Cardboard and paper, including egg cartons, 

newspapers and magazines

  NO
Plastic bags, soft plastics, coated or waxed cardboard, 
electronic items or batteries, glass, 
crockery or polystyrene
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The proposed site for the Aboriginal Gathering Place lies within the Quarry Hills Regional Parkland.

Solar panels are a great way to help reduce energy costs.

Council has approved a business case 
to develop an Aboriginal Gathering 
Place for the City of Whittlesea that has 
been developed in partnership with the 
Whittlesea Aboriginal Gathering Place 
Advisory Group.

The distinct community centre, 
proposed to be located on an elevated 
plateau in Quarry Hills Regional 
Parkland will embrace the beautiful 
surrounding natural environment with:

• indoor and outdoor activity spaces

• multipurpose rooms

• outdoor areas for cultural 
ceremonies and gatherings

• community education

• external active play and discovery areas.

The Aboriginal Gathering Place 
will provide a safe and welcoming 

Connected communities

An Aboriginal 
Gathering Place 
will provide 
a space for 
community to 
learn about, 
engage with 
and celebrate 
Aboriginal culture 
through knowledge 
sharing and 
cultural events.

Businesses in the City of Whittlesea 
are now able to take advantage of a 
long-term, low-interest loan to help make 
their buildings more environmentally 
friendly thanks to the new Environmental 
Upgrade Agreement program.

Helping 
businesses 
go green

community centre for both the 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
community to reflect, celebrate and 
(re)connect to Aboriginal culture.

The City of Whittlesea is seeking 
a $5 million contribution from the 
Victorian Government towards this 
important project, which is scheduled 
to break ground – subject to funding – 
in 2023.

For more information about the 
Aboriginal Gathering Place, visit 
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au or 
scan the QR code.

Vision clear on Aboriginal 
Gathering Place

The City of Whittlesea’s Aboriginal Gathering Place is one step closer to breaking ground.

The City of Whittlesea has partnered 
with Better Building Finance to offer 
local businesses access to finance that 
will enable them to undertake upgrades 
to reduce energy and water use 
providing savings on operating costs.

Upgrades can include installation of 
solar panels, electric vehicle charging 
stations, water efficiency initiatives, 
replacing lighting and more. 

To find out more or register your interest, 
visit www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/eua
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The staged approach to the new sports and aquatic centre prioritises the delivery of the sports 
courts to respond to community demand.

Council keen to get the ball rolling 
on sports and aquatic centre

The $180 million project will be 
Council’s single biggest investment in 
community infrastructure to date, said 
Chair Administrator Lydia Wilson.

“The approach we have endorsed will see 
the project delivered in three stages.” 

“We have a shortfall of 43 indoor courts 
as well as 32 outdoor netball courts, so 
we are prioritising the delivery of the 
indoor and outdoor sports courts.”

“Even with a staged approach, the 
sheer scale of this investment means 
we simply cannot do it alone and we 
are strongly advocating to both levels 
of government to make a significant 
funding co-contribution to deliver this 
much needed facility. A project of this 
size means funding partnerships with 
other levels of government are vital.”

Stage 1: Early works including site 
establishment and detailed design for 
Stage 2 - underway.

Stage 2: To include six indoor sports 
courts and eight outdoor netball courts 
plus detailed design for aquatic and 
leisure components. Construction 
on the indoor and outdoor courts is 
scheduled to commence in 2024/25, 
subject to a funding co-contribution 
from state and/or federal governments.

Stage 3: To include a 50-metre 
multipurpose pool, a warm water exercise 
pool, a learn-to-swim pool and a children’s 
leisure pool, a gym and group fitness area, 
spa and sauna, and health and wellbeing 
consulting suites. Construction on the 
pool and leisure centre is scheduled 
to commence 2027/28, subject to a 
funding co-contribution from state and/
or federal governments.

“Staging the project over a number of 
years ensures Council can continue to 
deliver other important infrastructure 
and facilities across the municipality,” 
said Ms Wilson.

After months of detailed planning, Council has approved the staged delivery of the new regional level 
sports and aquatic centre in Mernda.

Helping local businesses thrive
If you like the sound of ongoing support and training to help you 
and your business thrive – check out the City of Whittlesea Business 
Network.
Membership applications are now open to businesses operating within 
the City of Whittlesea with a valid ABN. 
The City of Whittlesea Business Network allows local businesses of all 
sizes to connect, collaborate and learn with other businesses in the 
municipality. 
Networking events will take place through the year, supported by an 
online learning portal offering a range of business topics exclusively 
for members.

To join today 
and enjoy 
a range of 
benefits, scan 
the QR Code.

Thriving communities

“We are committed 
to this project 
and fostering a 
healthy community 
where people of all 
ages, abilities and 
backgrounds can 
access the facilities 
they need.”  
– Lydia Wilson, Chair Administrator

Business 
Network

City of Whittlesea
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Liveable neighbourhoods

Olivia at Ganbu Gulinj Kindergarten, Wollert.

The Victorian State Government recently announced that kindergarten 
will be free for all three and four‑year‑old children from 2023. 

This is big news for our municipality 
as we have high numbers of children 
in this age group (some 20 per cent 
more than the state or national 
average). Kindergarten helps give our 
kids the best start to their education 
with research showing it assists their 
physical, social, emotional and cognitive 
development. 

Council is working with kindergarten 
providers to cater for your family’s needs 
and manage capacity across our centres. 
This means three-year-old kindergarten 
hours will vary at different kindergartens, 
providing families with between 5 and 
15 hours each week. Contact your local 
kindergartens or check their websites 
for timetables from October onwards. 

Most childcare centres also offer 
kindergarten programs; contact your 
local centre for details.

Free kindergarten for every child

Key information
• Applications are now open for 2023 

and 2024 

• You can apply for 3-year-old and 
4-year-old kindergarten at the same 
time.

• There are three new kindergartens 
opening in 2023: 

• Meadowglen Primary School 
Kindergarten 

• Lalor Primary School 
Kindergarten 

• Wollert West Primary School 
Kindergarten.

Find out more about the options available 
for your family or apply for kinder at 
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/kinder or 
for information on child care visit 
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/childcare

Baxter and Tracey tested out the new path on their daily walk.

Walkers and cyclists are 
enjoying a new shared path 
connection, with Edgars Creek 
Trail now open between Main 
Street and Thomas Street 
in Thomastown.

The old sand path has been replaced 
with a 400 metre concrete path to 
join it with the existing path near the 
Thomas Street Reserve Community 
Pavilion and updated landscaping, rest 
areas, drainage and fencing give the 
area a real lift. 

This upgrade is just the first stage 
in a project funded by the Victorian 
Government  through the Suburban Parks 
Program that will fill significant gaps in the 
city’s off-road bicycle network, providing 
opportunities for active ways to get 
around and connect with nature.

Once complete, the Edgars Creek Trail 
will run between the M80 Ring Road 
Trail in Thomastown and Craigieburn 
Road shared path in Wollert.

Smoother path to fitness in Thomastown
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ecosystems, climate change, Indigenous 
heritage sites, plant names and caring for 
native animals. It’s also a great chance to 
meet with like-minded people and learn 
skills to get outdoors and volunteer.

If you have a love of nature, 
a sense of curiosity and an 
interest in learning more about 
the local environment, the 
Nature Stewards program might 
be just right for you.

Nature Stewards is a 10-week course 
run by Outdoors Victoria. It offers the 
chance for adults to learn about caring 
for the environment, with field trips to 
bushland areas, such as Quarry Hills 
Parkland and the Plenty Gorge.

Under the guidance of an expert 
facilitator, participants learn about local 

“The bush and nature have always been a refuge 
and an essential part of my physical and mental 
health. The Nature Stewards program was a 
chance to learn, protect and give back to the 
environment that’s given us so much.”
–  Ben Marshall, participant

Nature 
Stewards

Completing 
the food loop
Before the introduction of 
the food and garden waste 
service two years ago, the 
average garbage bin in the City 
of Whittlesea contained more 
than 40 per cent food waste.

Today, many households are used 
to wheeling out their green bin 
each fortnight and all this food 
waste is recycled into valuable 
compost in partnership with Epping-
based resource recovery company 
Repurpose It.

Repurpose It recently celebrated 
five years in operation by donating 
compost to five community gardens 
in the City of Whittlesea.

Racheal Allport from Lalor Community Garden with John and Arthur from Repurpose It.

to use in her cooking, but says the 
valuable resource will be shared around. 

“We have a community meeting and our 
president will distribute it out among the 
plot owners. We all put in, we all chip in 
and help one another,” said Racheal.

To find out more about Food and 
Garden Waste or to order a bin, visit 
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/foodwaste

Lalor Community Garden treasurer 
Racheal Allport was on-site to receive 
their donation. She will use some of it 
to help grow the fresh herbs she loves 

“This is a true circular 
economy in action.” 
–  George Hatzimanolis, 

Founder & CEO of Repurpose It

Sustainability

The program includes four Saturday field trips.

It also looks at how the connection 
to nature can really benefit 
our wellbeing.

“I wasn’t expecting the breadth 
of backgrounds, age groups, and 
areas of interest for my fellow group 
members – all of which made it so 
much fun,” said Ben Marshall, who 
participated in the program earlier 
this year. 

The next program runs from 
17 September to 3 December.

Visit www.outdoorsvictoria.org.au/
nature-stewards to apply. Applications 
close Friday 9 September.

“This is a true circular 
economy in action.” 
–  George Hatzimanolis, 

Founder & CEO of Repurpose It
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Have your say

We want to hear from you

School holiday fun

We’re committed to giving people 
who live in the City of Whittlesea 
the opportunity to have their say 
on projects and programs that 
impact their lives. You can find 
the latest consultations on our 
Engage Whittlesea platform at 
www.engage.whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

Have your say:

Creating a sustainable 
environment
Three key documents will guide us 
towards becoming a sustainable and 
climate resilient place for all. The City of 
Whittlesea’s draft 10-year Sustainable 
Environment Strategy and Climate 
Change Plan outline Council’s priority 
areas for action and long-term goals, 
while the draft Sustainable Environment 
Action Plan focuses on the actions 
Council will deliver over the next 
two years. 

Revitalising Whittlesea’s open 
spaces
Have your say about the future 
development of Whittlesea Park – the 
largest public open space in Whittlesea 
township. You can view and respond to 
our draft plan, which has been created 
in consultation with the community 
and in conjunction with the Whittlesea 
Showgrounds and Recreation Reserve 
Committee of Management. It outlines 
proposed improvements to the area and 
aims to strengthen the connection between 
Whittlesea Park and the town centre.

City of Whittlesea’s Baseline 
team’s popular school holiday 
activities are back again this 
September, but with a bit of 
a twist.   

As part of the broader State 
Government funded Youth Fest being 
held throughout September, these 
holidays will see an offering of three 
events across the City that have 
been developed by young people 
for young people, with the support 
of Council. 

Youth Fest is all about providing 
young people with the opportunity 
to design and deliver events that 
are relevant to them in their own 
community.

There will be something for everyone 
with chances to join environmental 
activities, experience and learn about 
other cultures or network with LGBTIQ+ 
young people.

Visit 
www.engage.whittlesea.vic.gov.au 
to have your say on these projects 
and sign up for 
updates about 
upcoming 
opportunities 
to get 
involved.

Youth Fest activities are supported by 
the Victorian Government. 

For more information about what’s on 
offer these school holidays, including 
the Youth Fest activities, head to 
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/youth

Baseline’s school holiday program in July featured a range of NAIDOC activities for kids and young 
people to get involved in.

Youth Fest is a great way for 
young people to meet others 
and connect while getting 
involved in fun local activities.

Members of the Whittlesea Showgrounds and 
Recreation Reserve Committee of Management.
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What’s on
These events may be subject to change – please check www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/events for the latest information.

What’s on

South Morang Farmers and 
Makers Market
Saturday 17 September, 9am–1pm
Saturday 15 October, 9am–1pm
Civic Centre Car Park, 25 Ferres 
Boulevard, South Morang

The sun is coming out and the South 
Morang Farmers and Makers Market 
promises to be bigger and better 
than ever this Spring. It runs on the 
third Saturday of each month. Only 
a short distance from South Morang 
Station, the market showcases 
fresh local produce and quality 
handmade products, live music and 
kids’ activities.

Carpet bowls tournament 
and beginners come and try
Thursday 27 October, 9am–3.30pm
Thomastown Recreation and 
Aquatic Centre, 52–54 Main Street 
Thomastown

Whether you enter a team in the annual 
tournament, join in the come-and-try 
clinic for beginners or just come along to 
watch, this promises to be a fun day of 
carpet bowls action. The entry fee is $7 
per person, with morning tea included.

This event is for people aged 55 and 
over and is brought to you by the City 
of Whittlesea and Banyule City Council.

To sign up, contact the Positive 
Ageing Team on 9407 5913 or email 
leap@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Uplift and Connect
Every Wednesday and Thursday at 
alternating locations:
• Barry Road Community Activity 

Centre, Thomastown
• Mernda Villages Community 

Activity Centre, Mernda
• Whittlesea Community Activity 

Centre, Whittlesea

Uplift and Connect is a social and 
friendship program for seniors in the City 
of Whittlesea. Enjoy a range of activities, 
including live music, special themes, arts 
and Seniors Festival Activities through 
October. It’s a great chance to make 
friends and learn new hobbies.

To book, contact the Positive Ageing 
Team on 9407 5913 or email 
leap@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Small Business Sessions
Wednesday 14 September
Wednesday 12 October 2022
Online or via telephone

Small Business Sessions provide general 
business information and can assist you in 
the steps you need to take to overcome 
an issue or information gap. These free 
one-on-one online business mentoring 
sessions aim to support businesses that 
are located within the municipality. 

These sessions are 
brought to you by 
City of Whittlesea and 
the Small Business 
Mentoring Service.

Bringing Up Kids Expo
Wednesday 7 September, 10am–1pm
Barry Road Community Activity 
Centre, Thomastown
The Bringing Up Kids Expo will bring 
together family support agencies 
to provide information to parents 
and carers about family services, 
programs and events offered in the 
City of Whittlesea. Activities will be 
provided for children on the day.

This event is facilitated 
by the City of 
Whittlesea Early Years 
Team and service 
providers.

Read, Play and Connect
Friday 21 October, 10.30am–12pm
Thomastown Library, 52 Main Street, 
Thomastown
Read, Play and Connect brings together 
our community at the local library for 
story time, games and activities with 
your children. Families can connect 
at your local community hub with 
the City of Whittlesea Early Years 
team to be informed on services, 
programs and events happening in 
your neighbourhood. 

This session is 
facilitated by the City of 
Whittlesea Early Years 
Team and Yarra Plenty 
Regional Library. 
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To find out more go to  
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/itsallhere 


